
 
 
 
 

 
ASIA-PACIFIC 
South Korea Concerned Over North Korea’s Ambition to Target Seaports, Airports as the North Fires 
Two More Ballistic Missiles 

  
http://www.cnn.com/2016/08/02/asia/north-korea-missile/ 
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-36961395 
http://www.stripes.com/news/pacific/n-korea-fires-2-ballistic-missiles-1-failed-after-launch-military-says-1.422126 
 
Latest North Korea Missile Launch Lands Near Japan Waters, Alarms Tokyo 
http://www.reuters.com/article/us-northkorea-missile-idUSKCN10D2Q8 
http://english.chosun.com/site/data/html_dir/2016/08/03/2016080301185.html 
 
North Korean General Defects to China with $40 Million: South Korean News Report 

 
http://www.koreatimes.co.kr/www/news/nation/2016/08/485_210763.html 
 
North Korean Army Deserters in Shootout with Police in China's Jilin, Two Chinese Police Injured 
http://www.rfa.org/english/news/korea/korea-changbai-07292016172727.html 
 
North Korean Teen Math Champion Defects in Hong Kong: Reports 
http://www.rfa.org/english/news/china/north-korean-teen-math-champion-defects-in-hong-kong-
reports-07282016103952.html 
http://english.chosun.com/site/data/html_dir/2016/07/29/2016072900667.html 
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More Upper-Class People Flee North Korea 
http://www.koreatimes.co.kr/www/news/nation/2016/07/485_210679.html 
http://www.koreaherald.com/view.php?ud=20160411000995 
 
Disaffection Growing Among North Korea's Elite 

 
http://english.chosun.com/site/data/html_dir/2016/04/12/2016041201292.html 
 
North Korean Defections On The Rise Again 
http://english.chosun.com/site/data/html_dir/2016/08/03/2016080301647.html 
 
Canada Warns 'Extreme Risks' For Travelers Wanting To Visit N. Korea 
http://english.yonhapnews.co.kr/national/2016/08/02/3/0301000000AEN20160802003100315F.html 
 
North Korea Says U.S. Has Crossed 'Red Line,' Warns Of Showdown Over Upcoming War Games 
http://www.foxnews.com/world/2016/07/28/north-korea-says-us-has-crossed-red-line-warns-showdown-over-upcoming-war-games.html 
 
U.S.-South Korea Military Drills To Proceed Despite North Korea's Warning 
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/jul/30/us-south-korea-military-drills-north-korea-warning 
 
North Korea's Top Diplomat For U.S. Affairs Says Washington Has 'Crossed The Red Line' By Putting 
The North's Leader On Its Sanctions List 

 
http://www.usnews.com/news/world/articles/2016-07-28/n-korea-us-has-crossed-red-line-relations-on-war-footing 
 
America’s Feel-Good Sanctions Policy Toward North Korea 

 
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/doug-bandow/americas-feel-good-sancti_b_11234972.html 
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Myanmar State Counsellor Aung San Suu Kyi Invited To Visit North Korea 

 
http://www.mmtimes.com/index.php/national-news/21610-state-counsellor-invited-to-visit-north-
korea.html 
 
Putin to Meet South Korea’s President To Discuss Energy and North Korea 

  
http://www.newsweek.com/putin-meet-south-koreas-president-discuss-energy-and-north-korea-486897 
http://globalnews.ca/news/2862142/russian-south-korean-leaders-to-meet-over-north-korean-nukes-next-month/ 
 
China And North Korea's Missiles: Progress Of North Korean Ballistic Missile Program Seems 
Inexorable 
In his quest to build a credible ability to threaten U.S. Pacific territories like Guam with a nuclear strike, 
DPRK leader Kim Jong-un has pushed his missile program through five unsuccessful tests of the 
Hwasong-10 IRBM on April 15, 2016, April 28 (two on the same day), May 31 and June 22 respectively, 
before a successful sixth test on the same day as the fifth failure. 
http://www.koreatimes.co.kr/www/news/opinon/2016/08/162_210784.html 
 
Experts Divided Over THAAD's Effectiveness In Countering N.K. Missiles 
http://english.yonhapnews.co.kr/focus/2016/07/14/29/1700000000AEN20160714003300315F.html 
 
Calls For South Korea's Nuke Armament Gaining Ground 

 
With North Korea making significant progress with its nuclear program, there are some calls here for 
South Korea to arm itself with nuclear weapons as part of the country's self-defense against the growing 
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threat.  Rep. Won Yoo-chul of the ruling Saeuri Party who is a long-term advocate for South Korea's 
nuclear armament said last Monday the nation should seek a "trigger strategy" that ensures the nation 
automatically goes nuclear once the North conducts such a test.  "There is a need for a paradigm shift in 
dealing with the North's provocations including the launch of ballistic missiles," he said.  Won and fellow 
lawmakers will open a nuclear forum on Aug. 4 to study a detailed action plan.  They will hold a monthly 
meeting to discuss the development of a South Korean nuclear arsenal. But he has yet to reveal the 
other participants.  Supporters for nuclear armament claim that nuclear-power status would enable 
South Korea to secure reliable deterrence by generating a balance of terror with North Korea.  "Unless 
South Korea has nuclear weapons for self-defense purposes, it will have to spend more on its 
conventional military buildup to cope with growing military threats from the North," said Cheong Seong-
chang, a senior researcher at the Sejong Institute. 
http://www.koreatimes.co.kr/www/news/nation/2016/08/116_210829.html 
 
South Korea Must Learn to Defend Itself: Avoid the Trap of Europe’s, NATO’s Military Dependence 
Yet Vu worries about a “vacuum of power,” apparently fearing that South Korea would not bother to 
build up its own forces. Like the Europeans who, though possessing far more military potential, don’t 
see any need to spend more on their own defense. Rather, they want to rely on the United States, 
apparently forever. America therefore must spend more, deploy more troops and repeatedly “reassure” 
its helpless allies. 
http://nationalinterest.org/blog/the-skeptics/south-korea-must-learn-defend-itself%E2%80%94without-
america-17193 
 
B-1 Bombers Will Deploy To Guam For First Time In A Decade 

 
http://www.airforcetimes.com/story/military/2016/07/28/b-1s-deploy-guam-first-time-
decade/87688072/ 
 
B-1 Bombers to Patrol Skies from Guam 
http://www.military.com/daily-news/2016/07/31/b-1-bombers-patrol-skies-guam.html 
 
How Big Of A Threat Is North Korea? 

 
http://theweek.com/articles/639354/how-big-threat-north-korea 
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Emails Of Seoul Officials Hacked By N. Korea: Prosecution 
http://english.yonhapnews.co.kr/national/2016/08/01/43/0302000000AEN20160801001100315F.html 
 
North Korea Accused Of Phishing Attack 
http://www.cbsnews.com/news/south-korea-accuses-north-korean-government-of-phishing-
cyberattack/ 
 
Seoul Blames North Korean Gov't Organization for Email Scams 
http://abcnews.go.com/International/wireStory/seoul-blames-suspected-korea-organization-email-
scams-41037518 
 
South Korea Smartphones Sought After By North Korea Agents 

 
http://www.upi.com/Top_News/World-News/2016/08/01/South-Korea-smartphones-sought-after-by-
North-Korea-agents/8751470054806/ 
 
Some Smartphones Lost Or Stolen In South Korea Reportedly Smuggled Into North Korea Via China 
http://english.chosun.com/site/data/html_dir/2014/08/05/2014080500547.html 
 
19-Year FBI Employee Pleads Guilty To Acting As Agent Of China 

 
http://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-china-fbi-idUSKCN10C2Q2 
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-us-canada-36952242 
 
Is Time Running Out For Taiwan Under The Growing Shadow of China? 
http://nationalinterest.org/article/say-goodbye-taiwan-9931 
 
China Blames 'Dark Shadow' of the U.S. for Hong Kong Independence Push 
http://www.cnn.com/2016/08/03/asia/china-anti-us-propaganda-hong-kong/index.html 
 
China Says Pressing Ahead With Own Anti-Missile System 
http://www.reuters.com/article/us-china-defence-missiles-idUSKCN10812X 
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China Holds Live-Fire Navy Drills in East China Sea 

 
http://www.stripes.com/news/us/china-holds-live-fire-navy-drills-in-east-china-sea-1.421982 
http://abcnews.go.com/International/wireStory/china-holds-live-fire-navy-drills-east-china-
41057854?utm_source=Sailthru&amp;utm_medium=email&amp;utm_campaign=Defense%20EBB%2008-02-16&amp;utm_term=Editorial%20-
%20Early%20Bird%20Brief 

 
China And Russia To Hold Combined Air and Sea Drills In South China Sea In September 

  
The air and sea drills will be held sometime in September and were aimed at deepening relations 
between the two militaries and boosting their capacity to respond to maritime threats, ministry 
spokesman Col. Yang Yujun said at a monthly news briefing.  "These drills deepen mutual trust and 
expand cooperation, raise the ability to jointly deal with security threats, and benefit the maintenance 
of regional and global peace and stability," he said. 
http://www.reuters.com/article/us-southchinasea-china-drills-
idUSKCN1080O8?feedType=RSS&feedName=newsOne&google_editors_picks=true 
http://www.foxnews.com/world/2016/07/28/china-russia-plan-joint-military-drills-in-south-china-sea0.html 
https://news.usni.org/2016/07/28/china-russia-hold-joint-drills-south-china-sea-september 
 
South China Sea: Beijing More Muscular After ASEAN Failure 

 
http://www.theaustralian.com.au/news/world/south-china-sea-beijing-more-muscular-after-asean-failure/news-story/68cb5558ee693b55a8392b165ed5bed0 
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'Give Them A Bloody Nose': Some Chinese Military Leaders Press President Xi Jinping For Stronger 
South China Sea Response 

 
But some elements within China's increasingly confident military are pushing for a stronger - potentially armed - 
response aimed at the United States and its regional allies, according to interviews with four sources with close 
military and leadership ties.  "The People's Liberation Army is ready," one source with ties to the military told 
Reuters.  "We should go in and give them a bloody nose like Deng Xiaoping did to Vietnam in 1979," the source 
said, referring to China's brief invasion of Vietnam to punish Hanoi for forcing Beijing's ally the Khmer Rouge from 
power in Cambodia.  
http://www.reuters.com/article/us-southchinasea-ruling-china-insight-idUSKCN10B10G 
 
Japan Slams China Over Maritime Issues Accuses China of ‘Fait Accompli’ 
In its 484-page annual defence white paper on Tuesday (Aug 2), the defence ministry said the aggressive actions by 
China could "cause unintended consequences", referring to past incidents including one where a China naval 
frigate entered Japan's contiguous zone this year, near a crop of islets in the East China Sea that has been claimed 
by both countries. 
http://www.maritimeprofessional.com/news/japan-slams-china-over-maritime-293290 
http://www.stripes.com/news/pacific/japan-defense-report-stresses-growing-threat-from-china-1.421981 
 
China Rejects Accusations In Japan Defense Report 
http://www.stripes.com/news/pacific/china-rejects-accusations-in-japan-defense-report-1.422144 
 
Vietnamese TV Station Drops Chinese Program Over Actors' Comments on South China Sea 

 
http://www.rfa.org/english/news/vietnam/program-07182016150043.html 
 
China Opens New Port for South China Sea Fishing 

 
http://www.maritime-executive.com/article/china-opens-new-port-for-south-china-sea-fishing 
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Philippines Pulls Back on Fishing at Scarborough Shoal 

 
http://www.maritime-executive.com/article/philippines-pulls-back-on-fishing-at-scarborough-shoal 
 
Philippines, Malaysia, Indonesia Sign ‘Sulu Sea Joint Patrol Agreement’ To Permit Joint Operations In 
All Three Nations’ Territorial Waters 

 
http://www.maritime-executive.com/article/sulu-sea-joint-patrol-agreement-signed 
http://globalnation.inquirer.net/142314/indonesia-start-joint-sea-patrols-malaysia-ph 
http://worldmaritimenews.com/archives/198622/se-asian-countries-reach-deal-on-maritime-security/ 
 
China Signals Resolve with Bomber Flights Over the South China Sea 

 
http://warontherocks.com/2016/08/china-signals-resolve-with-bomber-flights-over-the-south-china-
sea/ 
 
Major Chinese State Paper Calls For A Military Strike On Australian Ships That Enter The South China 
Sea 
http://www.businessinsider.com.au/major-chinese-state-paper-calls-for-a-military-strike-on-australian-
ships-that-enter-the-south-china-sea-2016-7 
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America and China Must Step Back from the Brink in the South China Sea 

 
http://nationalinterest.org/blog/the-buzz/america-china-must-step-back-the-brink-the-south-china-sea-17202 
 
A Chance to De-escalate South China Sea Tensions 
http://carnegieendowment.org/2016/07/08/chance-to-de-escalate-south-china-sea-tensions-pub-64046 
 
G20 Gathering Offers Chance To Shore Up Global Confidence, Says Senior Chinese Official: ‘Chance To 
Restore Order And Confidence In A World Full Of Danger And Risk’ 

 
http://www.scmp.com/news/china/policies-politics/article/1996566/g20-gathering-offers-chance-
shore-global-confidence 
 
G-20 Summit + A U.S. Presidential Election = A Time of Troubles for Asia:  China Will Hold its Fire in the 
South China Sea—Until September 
http://nationalinterest.org/blog/the-buzz/china-will-hold-its-fire-the-south-china-sea-%E2%80%94-until-17201 
 
China Orders 255 Shanghai Industrial Facilities To Shut, Sends Residents On 'Vacation', For 14 Days To 
Reduce Pollution Ahead G20 Summit  

 
http://www.reuters.com/article/us-china-industry-pollution-idUSKCN0Z3145 
http://www.rfa.org/english/news/china/summit-07282016105553.html 
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China To Shut Churches In G20 Host City On Safety Grounds – Reports 

 
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/jul/22/china-shut-churches-g20-summit-city-hangzhou-hangzhou 
http://www.christiantoday.com/article/china.bans.churches.to.create.safe.environment.for.g20.summit/91234.htm 
 
India Plans $4 Billion Shipping Hub To Rival China 

 
https://www.porttechnology.org/news/india_plans_4bn_shipping_hub 
 
China Launches World-First Shipping Route: Maritime Silk Road 
The Iranian container ship ‘Perarin’ arrived at Qinzhou Port on January 27, 2016 to deliver 978 
containers from several countries along the Maritime Silk Road. 
https://www.porttechnology.org/news/china_launch_world_first_shipping_route 
 
A Beginner’s Guide to Maritime Law (video) 

  
https://www.porttechnology.org/news/a_beginners_guide_to_maritime_law 
 
What Laws Apply In International Waters? 

 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mALhZGbopR8 
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VIETNAM 
Vietnamese Fishermen Protest Port Development 
http://www.maritime-executive.com/article/vietnamese-fishermen-protest-port-development 
 

THAILAND 
Thailand To Hold Referendum on Military Rule Sunday 
http://www.wsj.com/articles/thailands-referendum-on-military-rule-1470242113 
 
Thai Authorities Arrest And Repatriate Thousands Of Myanmar Workers 

 
http://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/thai-authorities-arrest-and-repatriate-10000-myanmar-
workers-08012016150922.html 
 

MALAYSIA 
14 Arrested In Malaysia For Links To Islamic State; Explosive Device Found 
http://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/asiapacific/14-arrested-in-malaysia/2981062.html 
 
Malaysia: Islamic State Militants Attempt To Spread Ideology To Prison Wardens 
https://asiancorrespondent.com/2016/07/malaysia-islamic-state-prison-wardens/ 
 
Malaysia Hails New Center to Counter Islamic State Messaging 
http://thediplomat.com/2016/07/malaysia-hails-new-center-to-counter-islamic-state-messaging/ 
 

INDONESIA 
Indonesia Marks Independence Day Holiday by Sinking Over 70 Seized Fishing Boats: President Joko 
Widodo Describes Enforcement Method as ‘Shock Therapy’ 

 
http://www.maritime-executive.com/article/indonesia-marks-holiday-by-sinking-fishing-boats 
 

PHILIPPINES 
Six Dead in the Philippines as Duterte Continues Crackdown on Drugs 
http://www.voanews.com/content/duterte-continues-drug-crackdown/3446926.html 
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Philippines Wisely Rejects Western Imperialism on Climate Policy 

 
http://dailysignal.com/2016/08/02/philippines-wisely-rejects-western-imperialism-on-climate-policy/ 
 

AUSTRALIA 
RIMPAC Major Step for Australia Ahead of First ARG Deployment 
https://news.usni.org/2016/08/02/rimpac-an-important-stepping-stone-for-australia-ahead-of-first-arg-deployment 
 

GUAM 
Proposal To Bring Additional 5,000 Marines To Guam, Already 28% Occupied By US Military, Stirs 
Frustrations – But Many Support The Idea In A ‘Fragile’ Economy 
“The thing is, it’s not reducing the burden, it’s simply shifting it somewhere else – in this case to Guam,” said Dr 
Vivian Dames, host of Beyond the Fence, a Guam Public Radio program that examines the impacts of the US 
military.  “We’re not Okinawa, we’re not a foreign country, we’re not a state. We’ve been a US colony since 1898 
and US citizens since 1950. Thus, the relationship between the civilian community with the military is very complex 
and very entangled and contradictory,” Dames said. 
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2016/aug/01/guam-us-military-marines-deployment 
 

JAPAN 
Emperor May Speak Publicly About His Future As Early As Aug. 8, Say Sources 

 
http://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2016/07/29/national/emperor-may-speak-publicly-future-august-say-sources/ 
 
Japan Picks Defense Chief Who Downplays Wartime Past 

 
http://www.stripes.com/news/pacific/japan-picks-defense-chief-who-downplays-wartime-past-1.422171 
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False Smartphone Alert Of Huge Earthquake Triggers Panic In Japan 
http://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2016/08/01/national/erroneous-alert-massive-tokyo-quake-causes-brief-panic/ 
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/aug/01/false-alert-of-huge-earthquake-triggers-panic-in-japan 
 
Japan Plans Evacuation Manuals For Foreign Visitors In Case Of Major Disasters 
http://www.stripes.com/news/pacific/japan-plans-evacuation-manuals-for-foreign-visitors-1.422062 
 
Missing Bangladeshi Helped Extremists Enter Japan En Route To Syria 
http://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2016/07/29/national/missing-bangladeshi-helped-extremists-enter-
japan-en-route-to-syria/ 
 
Chance Of Japan Becoming Terrorist Target Cannot Be Ruled Out: Police 
http://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2016/07/29/national/chance-of-japan-becoming-terrorist-target-
cannot-be-ruled-out-police/ 
 
U.S. Military Prepares For Biggest Okinawa Land Return Since 1972 
The United States military said on Friday it was preparing for the biggest land return in Okinawa since 
1972, as it faces a surge in opposition to its presence following the arrest of one its civilian contractors 
for the murder of a local woman.  Okinawa is the U.S. military's key base in Asia where it faces an 
increasingly assertive China. It hosts 30,000 military personnel on bases that cover a fifth of the island.  
"We are respectful of the feelings of Okinawans that our footprint must be reduced,” Lieutenant 
General Lawrence D. Nicholson, the U.S. commander on the island, said in a press release. 
http://www.reuters.com/article/us-japan-usa-okinawa-idUSKCN1090KY 
 

NORTH KOREA 
North Korea's Powerful Choe Ryong Hae To Attend Rio Olympic Games 

 
http://www.upi.com/Top_News/World-News/2016/08/01/North-Koreas-powerful-Choe-Ryong-Hae-to-
attend-Rio-Olympic-Games/6221470062768/ 
 
5 Points From AP Interview With North Korean Diplomat 
http://www.nytimes.com/aponline/2016/07/29/world/asia/ap-as-nkorea-tensions-5-
things.html?ref=world&mtrref=smallwarsjournal.com&gwh=9A113DEFAB6ECC7B712A72409B0C5C6B&
gwt=pay 
 
Korea: The Importance Of Lies Mutually Agreed Upon 
https://www.strategypage.com/qnd/korea/articles/20160729.aspx 
 
Pentagon: North Korean Special Forces 'Highly Trained, Well-Equipped' 
http://www.cnn.com/2016/02/12/politics/pentagon-north-korean-special-forces-highly-trained-well-
equipped/ 
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Nearly 30%Of Inmates In North Korea's Political Prison Camps Serving Time As Part Of Collective 
Punishment System 
http://english.yonhapnews.co.kr/northkorea/2016/08/01/0401000000AEN20160801008100315.html 
 
If The North Korean Regime Collapsed 
http://worldif.economist.com/article/12135/night-and-day 
 
North Korea Blocks Import of Goods With Markings That Look Like a Cross 
http://www.rfa.org/english/news/korea/cross-07252016161717.html 
 
Video Of A 7-Day Vacation In North Korea 

 
https://boingboing.net/2016/08/01/video-of-a-10-day-vacation-in.html 
 

SOUTH KOREA 
South Korean Army Holds Event Marking Anniversary Of August 2015 Land-Mine Attack 

 
http://english.yonhapnews.co.kr/national/2016/08/04/94/0301000000AEN20160804003800315F.html 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vbq3YYuB43g 
 
North Korea Stole Millions of Online Customers’ Data, South Says 
http://www.nytimes.com/2016/07/29/world/asia/north-korea-hacking-interpark.html 
 
North Korean Defectors Experience Barracks Life With South Korean Special Forces 
http://english.yonhapnews.co.kr/national/2016/07/19/32/0301000000AEN20160719006400315F.html 
 
Birthrate to Drop to Record Low This Year 
http://english.chosun.com/site/data/html_dir/2016/07/29/2016072901081.html 
 
 
 

http://english.yonhapnews.co.kr/northkorea/2016/08/01/0401000000AEN20160801008100315.html
http://worldif.economist.com/article/12135/night-and-day
http://www.rfa.org/english/news/korea/cross-07252016161717.html
https://boingboing.net/2016/08/01/video-of-a-10-day-vacation-in.html
http://english.yonhapnews.co.kr/national/2016/08/04/94/0301000000AEN20160804003800315F.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vbq3YYuB43g
http://www.nytimes.com/2016/07/29/world/asia/north-korea-hacking-interpark.html
http://english.yonhapnews.co.kr/national/2016/07/19/32/0301000000AEN20160719006400315F.html
http://english.chosun.com/site/data/html_dir/2016/07/29/2016072901081.html


CHINA 
To Understand Chinese Expansionism, Look to the Opium Wars 

 
https://warisboring.com/to-understand-chinese-expansionism-look-to-the-opium-wars-
fc96e2bba94#.qqskn2qt5 
 
A Guide to Catching Up on China’s Politics and Military 

 
http://warontherocks.com/2016/08/a-guide-to-catching-up-on-chinas-politics-and-military/ 
 
Chinese Censorship: Communist Party And Military At War With Ideas Online 
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/asia/online-in-china-the-communist-party-and-military-
are-at-war-with-ideas-a7130681.html 
 
Fatal Crash Of Chinese J-15 Carrier Jet Puts Question Mark Over Troubled Program 

 
http://www.scmp.com/news/china/diplomacy-defence/article/1995729/fatal-crash-chinese-j-15-
carrier-jet-puts-question-mark 
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Jailed For Watching Islamic Video, Uyghur Dies in Police Custody 
http://www.rfa.org/english/news/uyghur/custody-06132016142251.html 
 
China's Jade Rabbit Lunar Rover Ends Mission After 31 Months on the Moon’s Surface 
http://www.stripes.com/news/pacific/china-s-jade-rabbit-lunar-rover-ends-mission-after-31-months-1.422188 
 

NEPAL 
Former Nepal Communist Rebel Leader Elected Prime Minister 

 
http://www.stripes.com/news/pacific/former-nepal-communist-rebel-leader-elected-prime-minister-1.422205 
 

RUSSIA 
How Dangerous Is Russia? 
http://nationalinterest.org/feature/how-dangerous-russia-17189 
 
Russia and the Security of Europe 
http://carnegieendowment.org/2016/06/30/russia-and-security-of-europe-pub-63990 
 
Russia Hopes Its New Super Combat Vehicle Will Rule the Battlefield 

 
http://nationalinterest.org/feature/russia-hopes-its-new-super-combat-vehicle-will-rule-the-17192 
 
Russia’s International Army Games—It’s Like The Olympics, But With More Tanks: 3,000 Military 
Personnel from 19 Countries, China, India, Others 

  
http://qz.com/748087/tune-in-to-russias-international-army-games-its-like-the-olympics-but-with-more-tanks/ 

http://www.rfa.org/english/news/uyghur/custody-06132016142251.html
http://www.stripes.com/news/pacific/china-s-jade-rabbit-lunar-rover-ends-mission-after-31-months-1.422188
http://www.stripes.com/news/pacific/former-nepal-communist-rebel-leader-elected-prime-minister-1.422205
http://nationalinterest.org/feature/how-dangerous-russia-17189
http://carnegieendowment.org/2016/06/30/russia-and-security-of-europe-pub-63990
http://nationalinterest.org/feature/russia-hopes-its-new-super-combat-vehicle-will-rule-the-17192
http://qz.com/748087/tune-in-to-russias-international-army-games-its-like-the-olympics-but-with-more-tanks/


Islamic State Calls On Members To Carry Out Jihad in Russia 
http://www.nytimes.com/reuters/2016/07/31/world/europe/31reuters-mideast-crisis-
russia.html?ref=world&mtrref=smallwarsjournal.com&gwh=1EEAB68DAE86282FE08432FB6F38A878&g
wt=pay 
 

UKRAINE 
Sloppy Thinking About War Helps No One: How Likely Is A War Between The United States And 
Russia? 
http://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/new-atlanticist/sloppy-thinking-about-war-helps-no-one 
 
Ukraine, Unexpected 
http://nationalinterest.org/bookreview/ukraine-unexpected-1185 
 
Training Ukraine: Turning a Soviet Army Into a Modern Force 

 
http://www.usnews.com/news/articles/2016-08-02/training-ukraine-turning-a-soviet-army-into-a-modern-force 
 

EUROPE 
What Does NATO Do, Anyway? 
http://www.newyorker.com/news/news-desk/what-does-nato-do-anyway 
 
Making Sense Of NATO On The U.S. Presidential Campaign Trail 
https://www.brookings.edu/2016/07/29/making-sense-of-nato-on-the-us-presidential-campaign-trail/ 
 
Buchannan: Is Presidential Candidate Donald Trump Right About NATO? 

 
The first NATO supreme commander, Gen. Eisenhower, said in February 1951 of the alliance: “If in 10 
years, all American troops stationed in Europe for national defense purposes have not been returned to 
the United States, then this whole project will have failed.” 
http://buchanan.org/blog/trump-right-nato-125052 
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Trump’s NATO Question, At Least, Was Valid 
http://www.stripes.com/opinion/trump-s-nato-question-at-least-was-valid-1.403368 
 
Behind Closed Doors, Top Republicans Echo Trump's Criticism of NATO Arrangement 
http://foreignpolicy.com/2016/04/06/senators-slam-nato-free-riders-in-closed-door-meeting-with-
secretary-general/ 
 
NATO Spending in Two Charts 

 
http://www.defenseone.com/ideas/2016/07/nato-spending-two-charts-2016-edition/130291/?oref=d-
river 
 
Number of Refugees to Europe Surges to Record 1.3 Million in 2015 

 
http://www.pewglobal.org/2016/08/02/number-of-refugees-to-europe-surges-to-record-1-3-million-in-
2015/ 
 
U.N. Drafts Agreement on Refugees and Migrants 
http://www.nytimes.com/2016/08/03/world/un-united-nations-refugees-migrants-
agreement.html?ribbon-ad-
idx=4&rref=world/middleeast&module=Ribbon&version=origin&region=Header&action=click&contentC
ollection=Middle%20East&pgtype=article 
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Germany's Merkel Stands By Refugee Policy Despite 'Terrifying' Attacks, Renews Vow To Integrate 
Migrants 

 
http://www.cnn.com/2016/07/28/europe/germany-merkel-security-refugee-policy/ 
http://www.nytimes.com/2016/07/29/world/europe/merkel-migrants-germany.html?_r=0 
http://www.dw.com/en/merkel-thinks-we-can-still-do-this/a-19432710 
 
Fervent Jihadist Or Suicidal Refugee: The Many Faces Of Bavarian Bomber 
http://www.reuters.com/article/us-europe-attacks-germany-daleel-insight-
idUSKCN10823G?feedType=RSS&feedName=newsOne&google_editors_picks=true 
 
French Prime Minister Plans Ban On Foreign Funding For Mosques With More Isis Terror Attacks 
Predicted 
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/europe/france-isis-attacks-ban-foreign-financing-mosques-
as-prime-minister-warns-of-more-terror-attacks-a7161561.html 
 
French PM Moots Temporary Ban On Foreign-Funded Mosques 
http://indianexpress.com/article/world/world-news/french-pm-moots-temporary-ban-on-foreign-
funded-mosques-2942677/ 
 
France Closed 'About 20' Mosques Since December 
https://www.yahoo.com/news/france-closed-20-mosques-since-december-143311113.html?nhp=1 
 

KYRGYZSTAN 
Kyrgyzstan at Twenty-Five: Treading Water 

 
http://carnegieendowment.org/2016/07/21/kyrgyzstan-at-twenty-five-treading-water-pub-64152 
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TURKEY 
Six Killed In Car Bombing Of Turkish Police Vehicle: Security Sources 
http://www.reuters.com/article/us-turkey-security-kurds-idUSKCN10C2PD 
http://www.nytimes.com/aponline/2016/08/01/world/europe/ap-eu-turkey-kurds.html?ref=world 
 
Turkey Sees Swift Overhaul Of Intelligence Agency, Gendarmerie After Coup 
http://www.reuters.com/article/us-turkey-security-science-idUSKCN10E0XE 
 
U.S. General Seeks To Soothe Turkey Ties Strained By Coup Purge 

 
http://www.reuters.com/article/us-turkey-security-idUSKCN10C1VA 
 
Turkish Coup Wasn't an Inside Job 
http://nationalinterest.org/blog/the-skeptics/the-turkish-coup-wasnt-inside-job-17175 
 
What Turkey Can Learn from Russia About Coup-Proofing the Military 

 
http://warontherocks.com/2016/08/what-turkey-can-learn-from-russia-about-coup-proofing-the-
military/ 
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Strategic Consequences of Turkey’s Failed Coup 

 
http://carnegieeurope.eu/2016/07/18/strategic-consequences-of-turkey-s-failed-coup/j32t 
 
Turkey’s 10-Sided War With Itself 
http://www.defenseone.com/ideas/2015/10/turkeys-10-sided-war-itself/122760/?oref=d-dontmiss 
 
Turkey’s Fractured State 
http://www.nytimes.com/2016/08/02/opinion/turkeys-fractured-state.html?ref=opinion 
 
Turkey and the West are Heading for a Breakup 

 
http://warontherocks.com/2016/08/turkey-and-the-west-are-heading-for-a-breakup/ 
 
Christians Face Backlash In Turkey As Muslim Protesters Attack Churches After Coup Attempt, ‘Turkey 
Is Like Iran In 1975’ 
"Turkey is like Iran in 1975," said one Iranian in Istanbul. "I'm sure we will see it become an Islamic 
Republic very soon. "But Erdogan is clever. He will survive." 
http://www.christiantoday.com/article/christians.face.backlash.in.turkey.as.muslim.protesters.attack.ch
urches.after.coup.attempt/92032.htm 
 
How U.S. Military In Turkey Scrambled To Keep Working During Coup Try 
http://www.stripes.com/news/middle-east/how-us-military-in-turkey-scrambled-to-keep-working-
during-coup-try-1.422111 
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MIDDLE EAST 
Driving ISIL Out Of Mosul Is Now A Matter Of When, Not If – Iraqi Government Urging Citizens to Get 
Out 
https://www.strategypage.com/qnd/iraq/articles/20160731.aspx 
 
As Anti-ISIS Forces Close In on Mosul, Coalition Leaders Focus on What’s Next 

 
http://www.defenseone.com/threats/2016/07/anti-isis-forces-close-mosul-coalition-
leaders/130089/?oref=d-dontmiss 
 
Retaking IS-Held Mosul Likely to Be Tricky, Costly for Iraq 
http://www.nytimes.com/aponline/2016/07/31/world/middleeast/ap-ml-iraq-preparing-for-
mosul.html?ref=world 
 
Dunford Arrives in Baghdad for Counter-ISIL Talks 
http://www.defense.gov/News/Article/Article/881210/dunford-arrives-in-baghdad-for-counter-isil-talks 
 
Leaders, Troops Fear Obama Rushing Mosul Offensive To Influence Election 

 
Some U.S. officers in Baghdad believe the Obama administration is rushing plans for a Mosul offensive 
so it takes place before the November presidential election, a retired general says. 
Retired Army Lt. Gen. Michael D. Barbero said his contacts in Baghdad have relayed the concerns to him, 
fearing there is now an “artificial timeline” for what promises to be by far the toughest battle in the war 
against the Islamic State in Iraq.  Iraqi Security Forces, which has made strides since the U.S.-led 
coalition began retraining its troops, may not be sufficiently prepared for a rushed operation. The troops 
face the monumental task of capturing a city of almost 2 million citizens and up to 10,000 Islamic State 
fighters and their booby traps. 
 “There is tremendous concern that Washington is going to press for a Mosul operation to commence 
before the November election,” Mr. Barbero told The Washington Times. “The concern is, will the 
conditions be set on the ground by then, and I don’t think so.” 
http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2016/jul/24/obama-rushing-mosul-offensive-against-isis-to-
infl/ 
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Get Ready For Obama’s ‘October Surprise’ In Iraq That Could Help Hillary Clinton 

 
http://www.politico.com/magazine/story/2016/08/iraq-offensive-2016-mosul-islamic-state-isis-isil-obama-foreign-policy-kurdish-214121 
 
U.S. Troops ‘Are A Target For Us,’ Iraq’s Shia Cleric Muqtada Al Sadr Says 

 
http://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2016/07/us-troops-are-a-target-for-us-iraqs-muqtada-al-sadr-says.php 
 
Sadr’s ‘Peace Brigades’ Prepares For Mosul Offensive 

  
http://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2016/05/sadrs-peace-brigades-prepares-for-mosul-
offensive.php 
 
15,000 From Mosul Join Militias But Battle For Who Will Fight For City Continues 
http://rudaw.net/english/middleeast/iraq/300720161 
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Arm's Length Is Still Too Close For U.S. Troops and Abusive Iraqi Militias 
http://www.militarytimes.com/story/opinion/2016/07/09/iraq-shiite-militia-sunni-sectarian-
violence/86804634/ 
 
How Iraq's Most Senior Shia Cleric Became a Major Power Broker 

  
http://nationalinterest.org/feature/how-iraqs-most-senior-cleric-became-major-power-broker-17194 
 
As ISIS Loosens Grip, U.S. and Iraq Prepare for Grinding Insurgency 
http://www.nytimes.com/2016/07/26/world/middleeast/isis-iraq-
insurgency.html?ref=world&_r=0&mtrref=smallwarsjournal.com&gwh=43CF7E1DBD75A43ABCE91E261
6BD6FDE&gwt=pay 
 
Dealing With ISIS After The Demise Of The Caliphate 
http://rudaw.net/english/analysis/17072016 
 
Iraqi Forces Develop New Skills, Face Tree and Refrigerator IEDs 

 
http://www.defense.gov/News/Article/Article/885558/iraqi-military-demonstrates-new-skills-in-mosul-campaign 
 
Fallujah Refugees Hesitant To Return Home For Fear Of Shiite Militia 
http://rudaw.net/english/middleeast/iraq/29062016 
 
UN Panel Says Yazidi Genocide 'Ongoing,' Appeals for Help 
http://www.nytimes.com/aponline/2016/08/03/world/middleeast/ap-iraq-
yazidis.html?ref=world&_r=0 
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Siege Warfare in Syria 
https://www.lawfareblog.com/siege-warfare-syria 
 
Rebels Launch Major Assault To Break Siege Of Opposition-Held Aleppo 
https://www.yahoo.com/news/rebels-launch-major-assault-break-siege-opposition-held-
230759270.html?nhp=1 
 
Battle for Aleppo a Pivotal Moment for Besieged Residents 
http://www.nytimes.com/aponline/2016/08/03/world/middleeast/ap-ml-syria-surviving-
aleppo.html?ref=world 
 
Russian Helicopter Shot Down Over Syria Killing Five On Board 

 
http://www.reuters.com/video/2016/08/01/russian-helicopter-downed-in-syria-
all?videoId=369448368&videoChannel=117760 
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-36939137 
 
Fighting Rages As Russian Jets Strike: Syria Aleppo Siege 

 
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-36961184 
 
Russia Says 7 Killed In Syria Rebel Attack Using 'Poison' Rockets 
https://www.yahoo.com/news/russia-says-7-killed-syria-rebel-attack-using-200730215.html 
 
Russia Says Informed U.S. Of Toxic Substance Attack By Rebels In Syria's Aleppo 
http://www.reuters.com/article/us-mideast-crisis-syria-russia-idUSKCN10E23S 
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Syrian Government, U.S.-Backed Rebels Accuse Each Other Of Chemical Attacks 

 
http://www.upi.com/Top_News/World-News/2016/08/03/Syrian-government-rebels-accuse-each-
other-of-chemical-attacks/8481470224887/ 
 
As Obama Dithers, Syrian U.S-Backed Rebels in Aleppo Brace for Putin’s Onslaught, Annihilation 
http://www.thedailybeast.com/articles/2016/08/01/as-obama-dithers-syrian-rebels-in-aleppo-brace-
for-putin-s-onslaught.html 
 
What if a U.S.-Russian Deal in Syria Goes Exactly as Planned? 
http://warontherocks.com/2016/07/what-if-a-u-s-russian-deal-in-syria-goes-exactly-as-planned/ 
 
Iranian Military Involvement In The Battle For Aleppo 
http://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2016/08/iranian-military-involvement-in-the-battle-for-
aleppo.php 
 
And The Winner In Syria Is 
https://www.strategypage.com/htmw/htwin/articles/20160802.aspx 
 
After Five Years Of War, What Is Left Of Syria? 

  
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/resources/idt-841ebc3a-1be9-493b-8800-2c04890e8fc9 
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Ancient History, Modern Destruction: Assessing the Current Status of Syria’s World Heritage Sites 
Using High-Resolution Satellite Imagery 

 
http://www.aaas.org/page/ancient-history-modern-destruction-assessing-current-status-syria-s-world-
heritage-sites-using 
 
Taliban Claim Kabul Bomb Attack On Compound Used By Foreigners 

 
http://www.reuters.com/article/us-afghanistan-blast-idUSKCN10B0WA 
 
Afghan Forces Say They Captured Key Islamic State Base 
http://www.voanews.com/content/afghanistan-islamic-state-base-captured/3447472.html 
 
Do You Trust Afghanistan's Anti-ISIS Fighters? 

 
“We want to attack Daesh, but the government does not let us, as they want to integrate the uprising into the regular forces 
first. But the situation is out of control and the government should not stand in our way,” the commander complained in early 
February. Accordingly, the tribal fighters were restricted to defending their approximately thirty outposts and bases, as well as 
patrolling where they could. 
http://nationalinterest.org/feature/do-you-trust-afghanistans-anti-isis-fighters-16535 
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How a Secretive Branch of ISIS Built a Global Network of Killers 

 
http://www.nytimes.com/2016/08/04/world/middleeast/isis-german-recruit-
interview.html?emc=edit_ta_20160803&nlid=61882167&ref=headline 
 
Islamic State Tries to Trigger 'War of Religions' in the West; Pope Francis a Target 
http://smallwarsjournal.com/blog/islamic-state-tries-to-trigger-war-of-religions-in-the-west-pope-
francis-a-target 
 
Video by Egypt's Islamic State Affiliate Threatens Israel 
http://www.nytimes.com/aponline/2016/08/03/world/middleeast/ap-ml-egypt-israel-islamic-
state.html?ref=world&_r=0 
 
Iranian General Inspects The Golan Heights 

 
http://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2016/07/iranian-general-inspects-the-golan-heights.php 
 
Iran Says World Powers Must Fulfill Nuclear Deal Commitments 
http://www.nytimes.com/aponline/2016/08/02/world/middleeast/ap-m-iran-nuclear-
deal.html?ref=world&mtrref=smallwarsjournal.com&gwh=350FD0E05686A4F84E6D3F909C31A1FE&gwt
=pay 
 
Iran: Enemies Everywhere - Ayatollah Khamenei, ‘Any Muslim Nation (Especially Saudi Arabia And 
Turkey) That Improves Relations With Israel Is Betraying Islam 
https://www.strategypage.com/qnd/iran/articles/20160802.aspx 
 
Iran Destroys 100,000 Satellite Dishes In Crackdown Against Illegal Devices That Are Morally 
Damaging 
https://www.yahoo.com/news/iran-destroys-100-000-satellite-dishes-crackdown-
114106490.html?ref=gs 
 

http://www.nytimes.com/2016/08/04/world/middleeast/isis-german-recruit-interview.html?emc=edit_ta_20160803&nlid=61882167&ref=headline
http://www.nytimes.com/2016/08/04/world/middleeast/isis-german-recruit-interview.html?emc=edit_ta_20160803&nlid=61882167&ref=headline
http://smallwarsjournal.com/blog/islamic-state-tries-to-trigger-war-of-religions-in-the-west-pope-francis-a-target
http://smallwarsjournal.com/blog/islamic-state-tries-to-trigger-war-of-religions-in-the-west-pope-francis-a-target
http://www.nytimes.com/aponline/2016/08/03/world/middleeast/ap-ml-egypt-israel-islamic-state.html?ref=world&_r=0
http://www.nytimes.com/aponline/2016/08/03/world/middleeast/ap-ml-egypt-israel-islamic-state.html?ref=world&_r=0
http://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2016/07/iranian-general-inspects-the-golan-heights.php
http://www.nytimes.com/aponline/2016/08/02/world/middleeast/ap-m-iran-nuclear-deal.html?ref=world&mtrref=smallwarsjournal.com&gwh=350FD0E05686A4F84E6D3F909C31A1FE&gwt=pay
http://www.nytimes.com/aponline/2016/08/02/world/middleeast/ap-m-iran-nuclear-deal.html?ref=world&mtrref=smallwarsjournal.com&gwh=350FD0E05686A4F84E6D3F909C31A1FE&gwt=pay
http://www.nytimes.com/aponline/2016/08/02/world/middleeast/ap-m-iran-nuclear-deal.html?ref=world&mtrref=smallwarsjournal.com&gwh=350FD0E05686A4F84E6D3F909C31A1FE&gwt=pay
https://www.strategypage.com/qnd/iran/articles/20160802.aspx
https://www.yahoo.com/news/iran-destroys-100-000-satellite-dishes-crackdown-114106490.html?ref=gs
https://www.yahoo.com/news/iran-destroys-100-000-satellite-dishes-crackdown-114106490.html?ref=gs


Iran’s Prospective Boeing Customer Has Suspected Links to North Korea’s Missile Program 
http://www.cnsnews.com/news/article/patrick-goodenough/irans-expected-boeing-customer-has-
suspected-links-north-koreas 
 
Is Saudi Arabia Really Inviting Russia to Play a Bigger Role in the Middle East? 
https://lobelog.com/is-saudi-arabia-really-inviting-russia-to-play-a-bigger-role-in-the-middle-east/ 
 
Yemen Government Leaves Kuwait Talks After Houthis Reject U.N. Plan 
http://www.reuters.com/article/us-yemen-security-talks-idUSKCN10C2JT 
 
Egypt’s Regime Faces an Authoritarian Catch-22 
http://carnegie-mec.org/2016/07/21/egypt-s-regime-faces-authoritarian-catch-22-pub-64135 
 
A Gloomy Egypt Sees Its International Influence Wither Away 
http://www.nytimes.com/2016/08/03/world/middleeast/egypt-sisi-foreign-policy.html?ribbon-ad-
idx=4&rref=world/middleeast&module=Ribbon&version=context&region=Header&action=click&conten
tCollection=Middle%20East&pgtype=article 
 

AFRICA 
Shabaab Strikes Police Department Headquarters In Mogadishu 
http://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2016/07/shabaab-strikes-police-department-headquarters-in-
mogadishu.php 
 
17 Soldiers Dead, 30 Wounded During Attack On Malian Military Base In Southern Mali 
http://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2016/07/military-base-targeted-in-southern-mali.php 
 
Obama Orders Air Campaign Against ISIS in Libya, Escalating ‘No-Boots War’ 

 
http://www.defenseone.com/news/2016/08/obama-orders-air-campaign-against-isis-libya-escalating-
no-boots-war/130383/?oref=d-river 
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/aug/01/us-airstrikes-against-isis-libya-pentagon 
 
Benghazi, Libya Car Bomb Reportedly Kills 23 
http://www.nytimes.com/aponline/2016/08/02/world/middleeast/ap-ml-
libya.html?ref=world&mtrref=smallwarsjournal.com&gwh=C971233D9D4B38FE20FF4B1EEBCADB9E&g
wt=pay 
 
Libya, U.S. Face Entrenched Islamic State 
http://www.wsj.com/articles/libya-u-s-face-entrenched-islamic-state-in-sirte-1470170188 
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http://www.wsj.com/articles/libya-u-s-face-entrenched-islamic-state-in-sirte-1470170188


Libya's Battle On The Beach 

 
http://www.reuters.com/news/picture/libyas-battle-on-the-beach?articleId=USRTSKW33 
 
State Department Looks to Combat African Terrorism with Prevention Program 

 
https://news.usni.org/2016/08/02/state-department-looks-combat-african-terrorism-prevention-
program 
 
When U.S. Africa Command Evaluates Itself, the Results Are Grim 
That should have been a déjà vu moment for some of those senators. Three years earlier, the man previously 
nominated to lead AFRICOM, Gen. David Rodriguez, was asked the same question.  His reply was suspiciously 
similar. 
https://warisboring.com/when-u-s-africa-command-evaluates-itself-the-results-are-grim-1c9f234ff8d4#.3ipxchee0 
 
Globalization and U.S. Africa Command: Understanding the New World 
http://www.defense.gov/News/Article/Article/901014/globalization-and-us-africa-command-
understanding-the-new-world 
 

CENTRAL AND SOUTH AMERICA 
Rio Olympics Kick-Off, Brazil Weighs Jihadi Threats 

 
http://www.cnn.com/2016/07/20/world/rio-olympics-brazil-security/ 
https://www.rio2016.com/en 
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As ISIS Posts in Portuguese, U.S. and Brazil Bolster Olympics Security 

 
http://www.nytimes.com/2016/08/02/world/americas/rio-de-janeiro-olympics-terrorism-brazil.html 
 
Venezuela's State Of Misery (video) 

  
http://www.reuters.com/video/2016/08/03/venezuelas-state-of-misery?videoId=369468007&videoChannel=117760 
 
Effort to Recall Venezuelan President Moves Ahead 
http://www.wsj.com/articles/effort-to-recall-venezuelan-president-moves-ahead-1470107130 
 
9 Citizens of Trinidad Sought to Join IS Group 
http://www.nytimes.com/aponline/2016/08/03/world/middleeast/ap-cb-trinidad-islamic-state-group.html?ref=world 
 

CUBA 
Half Of The Uncharged Detainees In Guantanamo Cleared For Release 
http://www.mintpressnews.com/half-uncharged-detainees-guantanamo-cleared-release/219094/ 
 
Missing Ex-Gitmo Detainee Spotted In Venezuela 
http://dailycaller.com/2016/07/28/missing-ex-gitmo-detainee-finally-spotted-in-venezuela/ 
 

CANADA 
NATO Summit Ends With Pledge Of More Canadian Trainers For Iraq 
http://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/canada-afghanistan-nato-1.3671796 
 

MEXICO 
Criminal Groups Benefit from Mexico’s Crackdown on Migrants 
https://warisboring.com/criminal-groups-benefit-from-mexicos-crackdown-on-migrants-cf91a1182643#.7w5ae1gmp 
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DoD/U.S. 
U.S. Sent Cash to Iran as Americans Were Freed 

 
http://www.wsj.com/articles/u-s-sent-cash-to-iran-as-americans-were-freed-1470181874 
http://www.cnbc.com/2016/08/02/us-sent-400-million-in-cash-to-iran-as-prisoners-were-freed-wsj-
reports.html 
 
White House Says $400M Payment to Iran Was Not a Ransom 

 
http://abcnews.go.com/Politics/white-house-400m-payment-iran-ransom/story?id=41096184 
 
Iran Apparently Detains Another American 

 
http://www.cbsnews.com/news/iran-apparently-detains-another-american-robin-shahini/ 
http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/ct-iran-detains-american-20160727-story.html 
 
Bergdahl Lawyers Want Charges Dropped Over McCain Comments 
http://www.stripes.com/news/us/bergdahl-lawyers-want-charges-dropped-over-mccain-comments-
1.421974 
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Washington, D.C., Transit LE Officer Charged With Trying To Help Islamic State: Arrest Marks First 
Time Law-Enforcement Officer In U.S. Charged With Supporting Terrorism  
http://www.wsj.com/articles/washington-d-c-transit-officer-charged-with-trying-to-help-islamic-state-
1470237816 
 
The United States Is Trying To Keep Military Aid Away From Iran’s Proxies In Iraq, So How Do You 
Reform Baghdad’s Army And Police? 

 
https://warisboring.com/the-united-states-is-trying-to-keep-military-aid-away-from-irans-proxies-in-iraq-b15f3e6f25e8#.hukn4if59 
 
The Scourge of Extremism: Move Beyond the Symptoms and Treat the Disease 
http://warontherocks.com/2016/08/the-scourge-of-extremism-move-beyond-the-symptoms-and-treat-the-disease/ 
 
Would Counterterrorism Forces Be Better Served By Containing Terrorist Groups Instead Of 
Attempting To Destroy Them? 
http://www.rand.org/blog/2016/07/this-is-the-problem-with-trying-to-destroy-the-islamic.html 
 
U.S. Should Continue to Provide Military Support to Fight Terrorists 
http://www.heritage.org/research/reports/2016/08/us-should-continue-to-provide-military-support-to-fight-terrorists 
 
The Threat of Islamist Terrorism in Europe and How the U.S. Should Respond 
http://www.heritage.org/research/reports/2016/08/the-threat-of-islamist-terrorism-in-europe-and-
how-the-us-should-respond 
 
The U.S. Steps Back From The World Stage, And The Consensus For Leadership Dissolves 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/a-us-retreat-that-feeds-on-itself/2016/07/31/4cf00978-
55b3-11e6-88eb-7dda4e2f2aec_story.html 
 
Balanced Internationalism: 5 Core Principles to Guide U.S. National Security Policy 

 
http://nationalinterest.org/feature/balanced-internationalism-5-core-principles-guide-us-17197 
 
Is a Rational American Foreign Policy Even Possible? 
Under Obama, the United States has suffered too many setbacks to count. A hoped-for “reset” with 
Russia has not come to pass, China is militarily as well as economically more aggressive than years past. 
And a needless and foolish referendum called by David Cameron produced a “Brexit" vote which ended 
his career, but which was also a grave blow to Washington. 
http://nationalinterest.org/blog/the-skeptics/rational-american-foreign-policy-even-possible-17204 
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More Proof That America's Drone War Doesn't Work 

 
http://nationalinterest.org/blog/paul-pillar/more-proof-americas-drone-war-doesnt-work-17068 
 
The U.S. Nuclear Arsenal Is Sizable, But Smaller Than It Once Was

 
https://www.theatlas.com/charts/BkPN4qyK 
 
DoD Announced Updates to Its Law of War Manual, Protection of Journalists 
The Department of Defense recently released an update to the 2015 Law of War Manual. The manual is 
a guide for DoD personnel responsible for implementing the law of war and executing military 
operations, according to a department news release. The updated version contains a revision to the 
section on journalists as well as minor updates to other sections. The changes reflect input provided by 
the news media and “communicate more clearly the department’s support for the protection of 
journalists under the law of war,” according to DoD General Counsel Jennifer O’Connor. 
http://go.usa.gov/xYZnC. 
http://www.dcmilitary.com/pentagram/news/local/ten-things-to-know-around-dod-in-
august/article_ea388ba5-24d2-5704-a33a-69850d03c0a8.html 
 
With The Federal Budget Capped Through 2021, Neither Clinton Nor Trump Will Be Able To Fix The 
Pentagon’s Budget: It Depends on Congress 
http://www.defenseone.com/business/2016/08/neither-clinton-nor-trump-will-be-able-fix-pentagons-
budget/130420/?oref=d-river 
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Congress’s Four Female Combat Veterans Are Speaking Up On Military Issues 

 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/powerpost/wp/2016/08/02/congresss-four-female-combat-veterans-
are-speaking-up-on-military-
issues/?amp;utm_medium=email&amp;utm_source=Sailthru&utm_campaign=Defense%20EBB%2008-03-16 
 
First Enlisted Woman Ready for Submarine Deployment 

 
http://www.maritime-executive.com/article/first-enlisted-woman-ready-for-submarine-deployment 
 
Navy to Name Ship After Gay Rights Activist Harvey Milk 

 
https://news.usni.org/2016/08/03/document-notice-congress-proposed-navy-ship-names 
https://news.usni.org/2016/07/28/navy-name-ship-gay-rights-activist-harvey-milk 
http://www.cnn.com/2016/07/29/politics/us-navy-intends-to-name-ship-after-harvey-milk/ 
 
Air Force Raises Enlistee Age Limit From 27 To 39 
http://www.stripes.com/news/air-force/air-force-raises-enlistee-age-limit-from-27-to-39-1.290578 
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TECHNOLOGY 
The Ethics of Artificial Intelligence in Intelligence Agencies 

 
http://www.rand.org/blog/2016/07/the-ethics-of-artificial-intelligence-in-intelligence.html 
 
Military Robotics Makers See a Future for Armed Police Robots 
http://www.defenseone.com/technology/2016/07/military-robotics-makers-see-future-armed-police-
robots/129769/?oref=d-dontmiss 
 
1.8 Million American Truck Drivers Could Lose Their Jobs To Robots, What Then? 

 
http://www.vox.com/2016/8/3/12342764/autonomous-trucks-employment 
 

SECURITY-SAFETY 
Lightning Kills 4-Year Old Boy In North Carolina, 21st Lightning-Related Death In U.S. This Year,  
12 Deaths In July Alone 

 
http://www.upi.com/Top_News/US/2016/08/01/Lightning-kills-North-Carolina-
boy/6731470037429/?spt=mps&or=1&sn=tn_int 
 
Lightning Safety 101: 4 Things to Keep in Mind 
http://www.stripes.com/sponsored?prx_t=aDICAg00HACs8MA 
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Opinions Weigh-In As New Texas ‘Campus Carry’ Law Allows Certain Students to Carry Guns In College 
Classrooms: Eight States Allow Carry Concealed Weapons On Public Post-Secondary Campuses 

 
Eight states allow people to carry concealed weapons on public post-secondary campuses, according to 
the National Conference of State Legislatures. 
http://www.reuters.com/article/us-texas-guns-idUSKCN10C2FS 
 
Here's How You Should Be Charging Your Phone: We've Been Doing It Wrong 
http://www.sciencealert.com/here-is-the-best-way-to-charge-your-phone 
 

WORLD 
Muslims The Only Religious Population Group Projected To Increase Faster Than The World’s 
Population As A Whole 

 
http://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2016/07/22/muslims-and-islam-key-findings-in-the-u-s-and-
around-the-world/ 
 
Infographic: Half-Year Maritime Security Report 
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https://www.porttechnology.org/news/infographic_half_year_maritime_security_report 
 
WTO Chief Calls for Major Trade Shakeup, ‘Avoid Barriers’ 
https://www.porttechnology.org/news/wto_head_calls_for_global_trade_overhaul 
 
The End of Globalization? The International Security Implications 

 
http://warontherocks.com/2016/08/the-end-of-globalization-the-international-security-implications/ 
 
Riskiest Places To Live On Earth: Natural Disasters 

 
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/datablog/2016/apr/25/where-is-the-riskiest-place-to-live-floods-storms 
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ASIA NEWS 
State Department - Asia http://www.state.gov/p/eap/index.htm 
State Dept Travel Warnings http://travel.state.gov/travel/cis_pa_tw/tw/tw_1764.html 
Defense Department http://www.defense.gov 
Pacific Stars and Stripes http://www.stripes.com/news/pacific 
CNN http://edition.cnn.com/ASIA/index.html 
Reuters http://www.reuters.com/news/world 
Yahoo http://news.yahoo.com/asia 
Maritime News http://www.maritime-executive.com/news 
 
PACIFIC DISASTER CENTER 
http://www.pdc.org 
 
WEATHER 
Joint Typhoon Warning Center http://www.usno.navy.mil/JTWC/ 
Japan's Meteorological Agency http://www.jma.go.jp/en/typh/ 
Japan Weather Warnings http://www.jma.go.jp/en/warn/index.html 
Korea Meteorological Administration http://web.kma.go.kr/eng/ 
NASA Storm Tracking http://www.nasa.gov/mission_pages/hurricanes/main/index.html 
Typhoon Definitions http://www.aoml.noaa.gov/hrd/tcfaq, http://agora.ex.nii.ac.jp 
 
EARTHQUAKES 
USGS http://earthquake.usgs.gov/earthquakes/map/ 
Earthquakes Today http://earthquakestoday.info/ 
 
TSUNAMI 
Pacific Tsunami Warning Center http://ptwc.weather.gov 
 
GLOBAL HEALTH MAP 
http://healthmap.org/en/ 
http://healthmap.org/predict/ 
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