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MWD Rules for Avoiding Trouble (page 1-10) >

There are four basic rules to keep tactical leaders who
may be unfamiliar with MWDs from employing them in
ways that are prohibited:

1. Never employ an MWD outside of its trained
capabilities.

2. Never employ MWDs during interrogation or
tactical questioning.

3. Never use an MWD to confirm a reported IED.

4. Never allow an MWD to become a pet or unit
mascot.

Hasty Attachment Procedures (page F-1) >

Often, an MWD team arrives at a unit immediately before
mission commencement. Detailed coordination and
preparation are not possible in these situations.
The following list is the minimum required information
exchange for the unit and MWD team and should take no
more than 10 minutes to complete:

From MWD Handler to Unit:

0 MWD Final or Conditioned Response

O

On-Lead and Off-Lead capabilities, to include
off-lead ranges

What the MWD is trained to detect

MWD temperament

If MWD is trained for controlled aggression
Recommended 'Handler Down' actions
Emergency recall procedures

Logistics on hand and shortfalls

Endurance of MWD

O0O0000a0ao0gaod

Any issues
From Tactical Commander to MWD Handler:
Enemy:

O  Where has the enemy emplaced IEDs in the past?
(roads, curbs, doorframes, alleyways, hanging
from trees, etc.)

[0 Hasthe enemy used markers to enhance their
ability to target coalition forces? (stacked rocks,
branches, paint, etc.)

[0 What types of devices has the enemy used? (large
buried IED, speed bump IED, daisy-chained IEDs,
VBIED, PBIED, hoax IEDs, etc.)

[0 What types of attacks? (small arms, complex, etc.)

The following checklist contains the critical tasks
associated with integrating MWDs into C-IED and
counterinsurgency (COIN) operations. Most tasks on
the checklist have a detailed description and some have
a corresponding academic section in the accompanying
handbook, designed to provide leaders with a foundation
of knowledge of MWDs and their use.

Plan

[0 Request MWD by type or mission description (see
2.4.1, Choosing the Right MWD on page 2-11).

[0 Establish liaison with the MWD Team(s) when
they arrive:
« Assign unit point of contact/liaison officer
(POC/LNO) to handler.
« Assign MWD team a workspace for planning
and preparation.
« Assign MWD team living areas.

e Inform MWD handler if any other MWDs are
involved in operation.

[d Incorporate MWD handler into the planning
process.

[ Brief MWD handler on enemy situation (see 2.2,
Enemy, on page 2-4).

[0 Ensure MWD target odors match threat in area of
operation (AO).

[0 Tell the handler if the unit has used MWDs and if
s0, provide an assessment.

[0 Have MWD handler brief unit leadership (see
MWD Team's Brief to Unit Leadership on page
2-19).

[0 Talk to the handler about his dog's disposition
(see Talk to the handler about his dog's
disposition line item on page 4-3).

O

What types of triggers? (pressure plate, saw
blade, command wire, etc.)

O what types of explosives? (TNT, PETN, MIL-
Grade, HME, etc.)

O What forms of initiation devices has the enemy
used? (MIL or commercial-grade cap, etc.)

O Has the enemy employed masking odors in the
past? (garbage, carcasses, food, etc.)

|

Has the enemy used secondary/multiple devices?

O

Does the enemy observe attacks from covered
and concealed positions nearby?

How does the enemy conceal the devices?
How does the enemy transport IED materials?

Where have previous cache sites been found?

O o0oano

In what specific areas does the enemy hide
caches? (barns, irrigation ditches, inside
buildings, etc.)

Assign MWD task and purpose.

Assign unit to which the MWD team is attached.

Assign position in formation.

Assign vehicle (if needed).

0 I R 1 A

Determine potential areas where involuntary
MWD reactions, such as barking, could
compromise the mission.

a

Designate Security Personnel.

a

Designate back-up canine caregiver.

O Clarify MWD actions on contact (e.g., go to
ground, attach back to PLTSGT, etc.).

[ Clarify emergency medicine, first aid, and
evacuation information.

Tactical Leaders’ MWD Integration Checklist (page 1-11) >

[0 Incorporate MWD team into tactics factoring in
on-lead (6-30 m) or off-lead (minimum 25 m from
handler).

[0 Plan for the duration of searches (with MWD
handler) considering:

» Energy level of dog

« Terrain type

» Presence of distracters

»  Weather

« Level of search detail required

[0 Coordinate with the higher headquarters for MWD
logistical support.

[0 Task unit and MWD handlers (see 3.1, MWD
Operations Order (OPORD) Input, starting on
page 3-1).

Prepare

[0 Brief unit members on their responsibilities
regarding MWD (see MWD Handler list on page
4-5).

[0 Have handler give MWD team brief to the unit
(see MWD Team Brief on page 3-2).

[0 Have handler demonstrate MWD capabilities to
the unit.

[0 Integrate MWD team into PCC/PCI (see Annex B
Inspections, starting on page B-1).

[0 Integrate MWD team into rehearsals (see 2.4.2,
Integrating MWDs with Units, starting on page
2-15):

» Actions on objective
» Actions on contact

* Movement techniques and MWD search types
during movement

- MWD security actions
Execute
O Supervise and refine MWD employment plan.
[0 cConduct informal MWD assessment, as

appropriate (see 4.4, Informal Assessment TTP,
starting on page 4-8).

Pre-Combat Inspection Checklist (page B-1)>

O Handler and MWD equipment packed in
accordance with MWD-specific SOP

O Adequate space in transport vehicle allotted for
MWD and MWD shipping crate (if required)

[0 Handler and MWD proficient in mission-critical
skills

[0 MWD imprinted on local explosives that may be
encountered on the mission

[0 Approved dog food and potable water available to
sustain MWD for the duration of the mission

a

First aid kit and supplies replenished and packed

O

MWD MEDEVAC plan established

O Temporary MWD housing plan established for
overnight missions

0  Unit medic/corpsman aware of pre-existing
medical conditions the MWD may have

O Handler included in METT-TC analysis and
mission planning

[0 Handler briefed on current threats and enemy
TTP

[0  Unit briefed by handler on best employment of
MWD

O Non-MWD unit personnel briefed on MWD team's
integration in current operation and how to best
protect and support the MWD team

O Immediate action and reporting procedures
established in the event of an IED or explosives
find
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