1 Aug 13
 
INFORMATION PAPER


SUBJECT: Body Armor Protection Levels (BAPL)

1. Purpose. To provide background information on MCoE’s BAPL policy request

2. Facts. 

a.  MG Ferriter (previous MCoE, Commanding General) requested a policy decision (13 Oct 10) on specification of BAPLs  (similar to Mission-Oriented Protective Posture, or MOPP), implementation instructions, and inclusion into current and future doctrine, policies, manuals, and standard operating procedures.  MCoE's intent of establishing BAPLs is to allow leaders at company or battalion level the ability to make decisions on tailoring  personal protective equipment  based on Mission, Enemy, Terrain, Troops, Time available and Civil considerations while providing appropriate levels of ballistic protection to vital organs.  

b.  MCoE briefed the BAPL at the Army Requirements and Resourcing Board GOSC 9 Dec 10 and gained support from stakeholders to include FORSCOM.  

[bookmark: OLE_LINK3][bookmark: OLE_LINK4]c.  LTG Vane (previous ARCIC Director) signed memorandum thru LTG Sterling (acting TRADOC Commander) sent to CSA 8 Mar 11. Follow-up through TRADOC Headquarters Staff Actions Command Group to CSA Office exhausted inquiries.   HQDA misplaced the packet during staffing and took no action. 

d.  During the Infantry Brigade Combat Team Capability Portfolio Review GOSC 10 Jul 13, MCoE reiterated the need to approve the BAPL policy and establish decision authority at CO/BN level.  Mr. Bechtel (SES) (G-3/5/7) identified the importance gaining concurrence from FORSCOM (key stakeholder) prior to submission to G-3/5/7 for review and action.  This is in addition to a previous inquiry from LTG Walker (Current ARCIC Director) to gain FORSCOM concurrence.   

e.  Many deployed Army units currently implement their own versions of BAPLs in standard operating procedures without formal Army wide guidance, doctrine or established policies.  

f.  On 30 Jul 13 FORSCOM non-concurred with the recommended BAPL. FORSCOM recommends not including BAPL in doctrine, policy, manuals, or operating procedures.  
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