
36PS 762 MAY 16

Dear Editor,
 The M16/M4 TM 9-1005-319-10 (Jun 
10) and FM 3-22.9 (Aug 08, w/Ch1, Feb 
11) give different procedures for clearing 
the weapon. The FM requires the Soldier 
to dry fire the weapon, while the TM 
doesn’t. It would be a good idea for
PS to clear up the clearing confusion.

 MSG Rex Frazier
 2nd Eng Bde
 Ft Richardson, AK

OPERATING PROCEDURES—
UNLOADING AND CLEARING 

YOUR RIFLE

Units should 
make copies of 
the procedure 
and distribute 

them to
all Soldiers 
who use the 
M16 or M4.

in Para 3-3, delete ‘‘Pull 
back charging handle (1) 
and check chamber (2). 
Place selector lever 

on SAFE.’’ 
Para 4-1 of the FM will 

say essentially the 
same thing.

NOTE: if weapon is to be 
stored, it should be dry fired 
to release tension on hammer 
spring: unload and clear the 

rifle. keeping the weapon 
pointed in a safe direction, 

place selector lever on SEMI 
and squeeze the trigger.

Clear
M16-Series Rifle, M4/M4A1 Carbine…

Be Clear on Clearing Procedure

The TM 
and fM 

will 
both be 
changed 
so that 

they 
agree.

You’re 
right, 
Master 

Sergeant!

But that may be a ways down the road. So here’s 
how the procedure will read in Para 2-19 in the TM:

1.	Point weapon in a safe direction. 

2.	Place weapon selector lever 
on SAFE. (NOTE: If the weapon 
is not cocked, lever cannot be 
pointed toward SAFE.) Remove 
magazine by depressing 
magazine catch button and 
pulling the magazine down.  

3.	Lock the bolt open.

4.	Visually inspect the chamber 
to ensure it contains no 
ammunition.

5.	Allow the bolt to move forward 
by pressing the upper portion of 
the bolt catch. 

6.	Close the ejection port cover.

(1)	 Pull the charging handle to
 the rear.

(2)	 Press and hold the bottom
 of the bolt catch.

(3)	 Allow the bolt to move
 forward until it engages
 the bolt catch. 

(4)	 Return the charging handle
 to the forward position.
(5)	 Ensure that the selector is
 on SAFE.

say, these 
two Don’T AGreE 
oN MY Clearing 

PRocEdUre.

my 
WaY!

my 
WaY!

my 
WaY!

no, MY 
way!

no, MY 
way!

no, MY 
way!

That’S 
STRAnGe. 
gUesS we 

NeEd TO FinD 
OUT who’s 

right.
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