
 
 
 
 
 

ASIA-PACIFIC 
Hundreds Dead, Thousands Injured As Powerful Quakes Hit Japan and Ecuador 

 
http://www.cnn.com/2016/04/16/asia/japan-earthquake/ 
http://www.cnn.com/2016/04/17/americas/ecuador-deadly-earthquake/ 
http://earthsky.org/earth/powerful-earthquakes-japan-ecuador-april-2016 
 
Scientists: Japan, Ecuador Earthquakes Not Related 

 
http://gizmodo.com/were-the-two-major-quakes-last-weekend-related-1771573645 
http://www.nytimes.com/2016/04/18/world/americas/earthquake-epidemic-scientists-say-no.html?_r=0 
 
Scientists Concerned Over ‘Big Earthquake’ After Several Powerful Quakes Rock the Pacific in 96 Hours 
http://www.express.co.uk/news/science/661052/SCIENTISTS-fear-the-Big-One-is-COMING-as-four-major-earthquakes-strike-in-48-hours 

 
After Visiting Beijing, North Korean Foreign Minister Arrives In New York On Rare Trip 
North Korean Foreign Minister Ri Su-yong arrived in New York on Wednesday on his first trip to the United Nations 
since the communist nation sharply escalated tensions with its nuclear test in January. 
http://www.koreatimesus.com/n-korean-fm-arrives-in-new-york-on-rare-trip/ 
http://english.yonhapnews.co.kr/news/2016/04/19/0200000000AEN20160419005700315.html 
 
U.N. Chief May Visit South Korea Next Month 
http://www.koreaherald.com/view.php?ud=20160421001085 
 
Nobel Laureates To Visit North Korea For Diplomacy 
http://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2016/04/18/asia-pacific/nobel-laureates-to-visit-north-korea-for-diplomacy/ 
 
7 North Koreans Defect During Founder's Birthday: RFA 
http://english.yonhapnews.co.kr/northkorea/2016/04/20/28/0401000000AEN20160420005600315F.html 
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North Korea’s Missile Launch Attempt Fails: South Korea Defense Ministry 

 
http://www.arirang.com/News/News_View.asp?nseq=190209 
http://english.yonhapnews.co.kr/national/2016/04/15/51/0301000000AEN20160415002700315F.html 
http://www.reuters.com/article/us-northkorea-missile-idUSKCN0XC010 
 
North Korea Missile Reportedly Blows Up On Launch 
http://www.foxnews.com/world/2016/04/14/north-korea-prepared-to-ring-in-founders-birthday-with-
ballistic-missile-launch.html?intcmp=trending 
 
Failed N.K. Missile Launch Damages Launcher, Causes Human Casualties: Report 
http://english.yonhapnews.co.kr/national/2016/04/21/26/0301000000AEN20160421000200315F.html 
 
North Korea Struggling but Determined on ICBMs, Failed Missile Launch Still Cause for Concern 

 
http://www.voanews.com/content/north-korea-struggling-determined-intercontinental-ballistic-
missiles/3292629.html 
http://www.voanews.com/content/north-korean-dud-missile-still-cause-for-concern/3286969.html 
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Failed North Korea Missile Launch Prompts Chinese 'Saber-Rattling' Jibe 

 
http://www.reuters.com/article/us-northkorea-missile-idUSKCN0XC010 
 
China Chides North Korea Over Failed Missile Launch 
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/2016/04/china-chides-north-korea-failed-missile-launch-
160415185947066.html 
 
China Frustrated Over North Korea But Limiting Action: U.S. General 
http://ca.reuters.com/article/topNews/idCAKCN0XG22B 
 
Pyongyang ICBM Capability Growing, Requires U.S. To Boost Missile Defenses: Washington 
http://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2016/04/14/asia-pacific/pyongyang-icbm-capability-growing-
requires-u-s-boost-missile-defenses-washington/ 
 
Pentagon 'Optimistic' About THAAD Deployment in Korea 
http://english.chosun.com/site/data/html_dir/2016/04/19/2016041901151.html 
 
Removal Of U.S. Nuclear Umbrella Would Lead Seoul To Nuclear Armament: USFK 
http://www.koreatimes.co.kr/www/news/nation/2016/04/120_202978.html 
 
Ministry, Military Join Forces Against North's Potential EMP Attack 
http://english.yonhapnews.co.kr/northkorea/2016/04/19/47/0401000000AEN20160419001900320F.html 
 
After Missile Failure, Higher Possibility Of North Korea Nuclear Test 
http://www.jpost.com/Breaking-News/After-missile-failure-higher-possibility-of-North-Korea-nuclear-test-451373 
http://thediplomat.com/2016/04/after-failed-musudan-launch-will-north-korea-conduct-a-fifth-nuclear-test/ 
 
North Korea May Be Preparing Fifth Nuclear Test: South Korean President 

 
http://www.foxnews.com/world/2016/04/18/north-korea-preparing-fifth-nuclear-test-south-korean-president-says.html 
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Activity Continues At North Korea's Nuclear Test Site: 38 North 
http://38north.org/2016/04/punggye042016/ 
http://english.yonhapnews.co.kr/national/2016/04/19/17/0301000000AEN20160419000900315F.html 
 
North Korea Accelerates Nuclear Testing After Sanctions 
http://www.voanews.com/content/north-korea-accelerates-nuclear-testing-after-sanctions/3290116.html 
 
Japan, U.S. And South Korea Warn North Korea Against Further Provocations 

 
http://www.voanews.com/content/us-asian-allies-warn-north-korea-against-fifth-nuclear-test/3291942.html 
http://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2016/04/19/national/politics-diplomacy/japan-u-s-south-korea-warn-north-
korea-provocations/ 
 
U.S. Warns North Korea Of Strong Response To Another Nuclear Test 
http://www.stripes.com/news/pacific/us-warns-north-korea-of-strong-response-to-another-nuclear-test-1.405159 
 
Unclear Future Lies Beyond New North Korea Nuke Test 
http://www.koreaherald.com/view.php?ud=20160419000889 
 
North Korea Poised To Bluff The World Once Again With Nuke Tests 
http://dailycaller.com/2016/04/18/north-korea-poised-to-bluff-the-world-once-again-with-nuke-tests/ 
 
Concerted Pressure Can Make N. Korea Rethink: Deputy FM 
http://www.koreatimes.co.kr/www/news/nation/2016/04/485_202881.html 
 
Art of Sanctioning North Korea 
http://www.koreatimes.co.kr/www/news/opinon/2016/04/197_202930.html 
 
North Korea Can Learn From Iran Nuclear Deal, U.S. Says 

 
http://www.reuters.com/article/us-northkorea-nuclear-iran-idUSKCN0XG15W 
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South Korea’s President To Visit Iran For First Summit Talks 
http://abcnews.go.com/International/wireStory/south-koreas-president-visit-iran-1st-summit-talks-38475844 
http://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2016/04/18/asia-pacific/south-koreas-president-visit-iran-first-summit-talks/ 
 
The US-ROK Alliance And The Global Response To North Korea’s Recent Provocations: Interview with 
Soo Kim 

 
http://thediplomat.com/2016/04/interview-soo-kim/ 
 
Careless Talk Could Harm the South Korea-U.S. Alliance 
http://english.chosun.com/site/data/html_dir/2016/04/21/2016042101692.html 
 
U.S. Forces Korea Nominee: It's Cheaper For American Forces To Be In Korea; North Korea is ‘Moving 
in the Wrong Direction’ 
http://www.stripes.com/news/us/general-says-it-s-cheaper-for-american-forces-to-be-in-korea-1.405211 
https://news.usni.org/2016/04/19/u-s-forces-korea-nominee-north-korea-is-moving-in-the-wrong-direction 
 
U.S. Has To Provide Nuclear Umbrella For S. Korea: Incoming USFK Commander 

 
http://www.arirang.co.kr/News/News_View.asp?nseq=190367 
 
U.S. Defense Bill Calls For Assessing Capabilities To Quickly Deploy Forces To Korean Peninsula 
http://www.koreatimesus.com/u-s-defense-bill-calls-for-assessing-capabilities-to-quickly-deploy-forces-to-korean-peninsula/ 
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North Korea Celebrates on Kim Il-Sung’s Birthday 

 

 
A Central Committee meeting is held to mark the 104th birth anniversary of North Korea's founder Kim Il 
Sung. 
http://www.reuters.com/news/picture/north-korea-celebrates?articleId=USRTX2A5FF 
 
North Korea Has Nothing To Lose 
http://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/opinion/2016/03/north-korea-virtually-lose-nuclear-pyongyang-
sanctions-160308063242318.html 
 
China: How North Korea Was Lost 
http://www.strategypage.com/qnd/china/articles/20160417.aspx 
 
How North Korea Gets Around UN Sanctions 
http://thediplomat.com/2016/04/how-north-korea-gets-around-un-sanctions/ 
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Business As Usual For Ship Sanctioned By U.S., But Not UN 

 
https://www.nknews.org/2016/04/business-as-usual-for-ship-sanctioned-by-u-s-but-not-un/ 
 
Namibia Caught Violating North Korea Sanctions 

 
https://www.nknews.org/2016/04/report-namibia-caught-violating-north-korea-sanctions/ 
 
Foreign Ministers of Russia, India, China Meet in Moscow 
http://thediplomat.com/2016/04/foreign-ministers-of-russia-india-china-meet-in-moscow/ 
 
Is China Ready for Taiwan's New Government? 

 
http://nationalinterest.org/feature/china-ready-taiwans-new-government-15865 
 
China Sends Sharp Warnings To Taiwan's New President As She Preps For Office 

 
http://www.csmonitor.com/World/Asia-Pacific/2016/0414/China-sends-sharp-warnings-to-Taiwan-s-new-president-as-she-preps-for-office 
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‘Going Blue’ Chinese Naval Vessels Are Increasingly Operating Father And Farther Away From Their 
Home Waters, Future Ambitions 
http://thediplomat.com/2016/04/going-blue-the-transformation-of-chinas-navy/ 
 
Australian Intelligence: China Poised to Take 'Decisive and Provocative' Action in the South China Sea 
http://thediplomat.com/2016/04/australian-intelligence-china-poised-to-take-decisive-and-provocative-
action-in-the-south-china-sea/ 
 
China's Xinhua Condemns North Korea's Attempted Missile Launch 
http://in.reuters.com/article/northkorea-missile-china-idINKCN0XC0EF 
 
Chinese Military Confirms It Just Tested An Intercontinental Ballistic Missile 

 
http://dailycaller.com/2016/04/21/china-confirms-it-fired-an-intercontinental-ballistic-missile-amid-south-china-sea-dispute/ 
http://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/asiapacific/china-confirms-another/2718862.html 
 
China Flight Tests ‘East Wind’ DF-41 Missile Capable Of Hitting Entire United States, Beijing’s ICBM 
Arsenal Appears To Be Rapidly Expanding 

 
The Dongfeng-41 has an operational range between 12,000 km to 15,000 km. This would make the DF-41 the 
world's longest range missile, surpassing the range of the US LGM-30 Minuteman which has a reported range of 
13,000 km. It is believed to have a top speed of Mach 25, and to be capable of MIRV delivery (up to 10). The 
development of the MIRV technology is reported to be in response to the deployment of the United States 
national missile defense system which degrades China's nuclear deterrence capability. The project started in 1986, 
and may now be coupled with the JL-2 program. 
http://thediplomat.com/2016/04/china-flight-tests-multiple-warhead-missile-capable-of-hitting-all-of-us/ 
http://thediplomat.com/2015/08/china-tests-new-missile-capable-of-hitting-entire-united-states/ 
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China Unveils New Submarine-Launched Anti-Ship Cruise Missile With Twice The Range Of Its 
Predecessor 

 
http://thediplomat.com/2016/04/china-unveils-new-submarine-launched-anti-ship-cruise-missile/ 
 
China’s New Missiles And US Alliances In Asia-Pacific: Impact Of Weakening Extended Deterrence – 
Analysis 

 
Two weeks ago, Chinese President Xi Jinping attended a nuclear security cooperation summit in 
Washington. At the same time, China has been busily preparing its next generation of nuclear weapons. 
It has made steady progress on its new DF-41 intercontinental ballistic missile (ICBM). Last December, 
China conducted two more tests on the missile, including one that confirmed the DF-41’s ability to be 
launched from a mobile platform. The DF-41 will be China’s first solid-fueled missile with the range to 
reach the entire continental United States. The new missile’s range will likely exceed that of China’s 
older liquid-fueled DF-5 (or CSS-4 according to its NATO designation) ICBM. As a mobile, solid-fueled 
missile, the DF-41 will be hard to track and able to quickly launch, improving China’s nuclear deterrent. 
Some believe that China might deploy the DF-41 as early as this year. 
http://www.eurasiareview.com/18042016-chinas-new-missiles-and-us-alliances-in-asia-pacific-impact-
of-weakening-extended-deterrence-analysis/#comment-593718 
 
Assessing Implications of China’s Missile Arsenal 
http://apdf-magazine.com/assessing-the-implications-of-chinas-missile-arsenal/ 
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Senior Chinese Military Officer Visit To Disputed Islands Underlines Strategic Importance 
http://www.wsj.com/articles/senior-chinese-military-officer-visited-strategic-island-u-s-says-1460704795 
 
What 2 Russian Jets Can Teach Us About a US-China Clash in the South China Sea 

 
http://thediplomat.com/2016/04/what-2-russian-jets-can-teach-us-about-a-us-china-clash-in-the-south-china-sea/ 
 
China’s Most Dangerous Game: Solving the Policy Puzzle of the South China Sea 

 
http://apdf-magazine.com/chinas-most-dangerous-game/ 
 
Is America Willing to Wage War Against China to Save the Status-Quo? 
http://nationalinterest.org/blog/the-buzz/america-willing-wage-war-against-china-save-the-status-quo-15836 
 
Do The Obama Administration And PACOM Disagree On The South China Sea?  And Does It Really 
Matter If They Do? 

 
http://thediplomat.com/2016/04/do-the-obama-administration-and-pacom-disagree-on-the-south-china-sea/ 
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Deterrence Building: Bringing Stability to the Cross-Strait Relationship 
http://apdf-magazine.com/deterrence-building/ 
 
Projecting Power 

 
http://apdf-magazine.com/apdf-eng-v41n1/ 
 
Top Admiral Asks US Allies to Help Buzz China’s Fake Islands 
http://www.defenseone.com/threats/2016/02/top-admiral-asks-us-allies-help-buzz-chinas-fake-
islands/126150/?oref=d-topictop 
 
Japanese Submarine Enters Australia’s Waters for First Time Since WWII for Drills 
http://thediplomat.com/2016/04/japanese-submarine-enters-australias-waters-for-first-time-since-
wwii-for-drills/ 
 
Japan Opens Radar Station Close to Disputed Islands, Angering China 
http://gcaptain.com/japan-opens-radar-station-close-to-disputed-islands-angering-china/ 
 
U.S., Philippines Conduct Joint Patrol Of South China Sea 
http://www.upi.com/Top_News/World-News/2016/04/14/US-Philippines-conduct-joint-patrol-of-
South-China-Sea/5821460652568/?spt=sec&or=tn 
 
Philippines, Vietnam To Explore Joint Patrols In South China Sea: Officials 
http://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2016/04/13/asia-pacific/philippines-vietnam-explore-joint-patrols-
south-china-sea-officials/ 
 
U.S. Stationing Warplanes in Philippines Amid South China Sea Tensions 
http://www.wsj.com/articles/u-s-stationing-warplanes-in-philippines-as-part-of-south-china-sea-buildup-1460636272 
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U.S. To Give Philippines Eye In Sky To Track South China Sea Activity 
http://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2016/04/18/asia-pacific/u-s-to-give-philippines-eye-in-sky-to-track-
south-china-sea-activity/ 
 
SecDef Carter: China Still Invited to RIMPAC 2016 Despite South China Sea Tension 
https://news.usni.org/2016/04/18/secdef-carter-china-still-invited-to-rimpac-2016-despite-south-china-
sea-tension 
 
This Is Why America Needs to Kick China Out of RIMPAC 
http://nationalinterest.org/blog/the-buzz/why-america-needs-kick-china-out-rimpac-15833 
 
Defense Official: China Deploys 16 Fighter Jets To Disputed South China Sea Island 

 
http://www.stripes.com/news/defense-official-china-deploys-16-fighter-jets-to-disputed-south-china-
sea-island-1.404391 
 
U.S. Concerned After China Lands Plane on Reef 
http://www.maritime-executive.com/article/us-concerned-after-china-lands-plane-on-reef 
 
China Begins Operation of Lighthouse on Artificial Island in South China Sea 

 
http://gcaptain.com/china-begins-operation-of-lighthouse-on-artificial-island-in-south-china-sea/ 
 
Disputed ‘Kagitingan Reef’ is Chinese soil, says China 

 
http://www.mb.com.ph/disputed-kagitingan-reef-is-chinese-soil-says-china/ 
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Maersk Line to Hike Asia-Europe Shipping Rates by $550 Per TEU 
http://gcaptain.com/maersk-line-to-hike-asia-europe-shipping-rates-by-550-per-teu/ 
 
Container Shipping Companies Form Asia-Focused “Ocean Alliance” 

 
http://gcaptain.com/container-shipping-companies-form-asia-focused-ocean-alliance/ 
 
China Wants Ships to Use Arctic Route 

  
http://www.maritime-executive.com/article/china-wants-ships-to-use-arctic-route 
http://gcaptain.com/china-wants-ships-to-use-faster-arctic-route-opened-by-global-warming/ 
 
$50 Billion Nicaragua Canal Postponed As Chinese Tycoon's Fortunes Falter 

 
http://www.theguardian.com/world/2015/nov/27/nicaragua-canal-postponed-chinese-tycoon 
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Panama Canal Authority Books First Transits Through Expanded Canal 
http://gcaptain.com/panama-canal-authority-books-first-transits-through-expanded-canal/ 
 
Here’s How the Expanded Panama Canal Will Work (Video) 

 
http://gcaptain.com/watch-this-is-how-the-expanded-panama-canal-will-work/ 
 
Drought Brings Second Round of Panama Canal Draft Restrictions 
http://gcaptain.com/drought-brings-second-round-of-panama-canal-draft-restrictions/ 
 
Panama Canal Draft Restrictions Hamper Waterway’s Big Ship Vision 
http://gcaptain.com/panama-canal-draft-restrictions-hamper-waterways-big-ship-vision/ 
 
Valuing the Jones Act Fleet 
http://www.hawaiifreepress.com/ArticlesMain/tabid/56/ID/17220/Valuing-the-Jones-Act-Fleet.aspx 
 
Jones Act Critical To U.S. Border Security: Maintains Shipyard Industrial Base And Skilled Mariners 
Necessary To Uphold U.S. Defense Sealift Capability 
http://gcaptain.com/jones-act-critical-to-u-s-border-security-think-tank-says/ 
 
Animated Video: Understanding the Importance of the Jones Act 

  
http://gcaptain.com/animation-understanding-the-importance-of-the-jones-act/ 
 
Draft Republican U.S. House bill tackling Puerto Rico’s financial crisis doesn’t include Jones Act relief 
http://www.hawaiifreepress.com/ArticlesMain/tabid/56/ID/17213/Jones-Act-Exemption-Missing-from-
Puerto-Rico-Relief-Bill.aspx 
 
Hawaii, Alaska, Guam, Puerto Rico team up on Jones Act 
http://www.hawaiinewsnow.com/story/24976940/hawaii-alaska-territories-team-up-on-jones-act 
 
Jones Act: Navy Sinking in Sea of Red Ink 
http://www.hawaiifreepress.com/ArticlesMain/tabid/56/ID/16929/Jones-Act-Navy-Sinking-in-Sea-of-Red-Ink.aspx 
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Third Tug Attacked by Pirates in Sulu Sea 
http://maritime-executive.com/article/third-tug-attacked-by-pirates-in-sulu-sea 
 
Two Indonesian Coal Ports Ban Ships to Philippines Amid Hijacking Fears 
http://gcaptain.com/two-indonesian-coal-ports-ban-ships-to-philippines-amid-hijacking-fears/ 
 
Shared Awareness and Deconfliction Initiative 

 
http://apdf-magazine.com/shared-awareness-and-deconfliction-initiative/ 
 
The Islamic State in Asia 
http://thediplomat.com/2016/04/the-islamic-state-in-asia/ 
 

PHILIPPINES 
Philippines Terrorist Group That Pledged Allegiance to the Islamic State Demands Millions in 
Ultimatum For Canadian Hostage John Ridsdel 

 
“We’re told that this is the absolute final warning, so this is a final urgent appeal to governments, 
Philippine, Canadian, and families, if 300 million is not paid for me by 3 p.m. on April 25th, they will 
behead me,” Ridsdel, who was raised in Yorkton and worked in Regina, said in the grainy video.  
Saskatchewan residents are calling on the Prime Minister Justin Trudeau to help Ridsdel and the others. 
http://thestarphoenix.com/storyline/philippines-terrorist-group-demand-millions-for-saskatchewan-
hostage-john-ridsdel 
http://www.manilatimes.net/breaking_news/abu-sayyaf-rebels-pledge-allegiance-to-isis/ 
 
Joint Philippines’ Military, Police Troops Sent To Sulu To Rescue Abu Sayyaf Hostages 
http://gulfnews.com/news/asia/philippines/troops-sent-to-sulu-to-rescue-abu-sayyaf-hostages-
1.1717420 
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The Philippines: the Elections, the Alliance, and a Rising Power 
http://thediplomat.com/2016/04/the-philippines-the-elections-the-alliance-and-a-rising-power/ 
 
Leading Presidential Candidate Duterte Says He May Cut US, Australia Ties If He Becomes President, 
Tells US And Australia Ambassadors To 'Shut Their Mouths' After Recent Comments He Made 

 
http://www.rappler.com/nation/politics/elections/2016/130271-duterte-cut-ties-australia-us 
http://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/asiapacific/leading-philippine/2718364.html 
 
Exercise Balikatan 2016 Strengthens U.S./Philippine Ties 

 
http://apdf-magazine.com/exercise-balikatan-2016-strengthens-u-s-philippine-ties/ 
 
Philippines at Forefront of New Pentagon Maritime Security Initiative 

 
https://news.usni.org/2016/04/18/the-philippines-at-forefront-of-new-pentagon-maritime-security-
initiative 
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U.S. To Rotate More Aircraft, Troops Through Philippines 

 
http://www.stripes.com/news/pacific/us-to-rotate-more-aircraft-troops-through-philippines-1.404418 
 
Why the Philippines Is Critical to the U.S. Rebalance to Asia 
http://thediplomat.com/2016/04/why-the-philippines-is-critical-to-the-us-rebalance-to-asia/ 
 
U.S. Troops, Philippine Police in Bar Brawl Face Sanctions 
http://www.navytimes.com/story/military/2016/04/13/us-troops-philippine-police-bar-brawl-face-
sanctions/82980988/ 
 

INDONESIA 
Police, TNI Ready To Assist In Rescue Of Abu Sayyaf Hostages 

 
http://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2016/04/21/police-tni-ready-to-assist-in-rescue-of-abu-sayyaf-hostages.html 
 
Police Prepare Security Ahead Of Executions On Nusakambangan 

 
http://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2016/04/20/police-prepare-security-ahead-of-executions-on-nusakambangan.html 
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Jokowi Meets With German President, Discusses Death Penalty: Insistence On Applying Death Penalty 
Due To Alarming Growth Trend In Drug Crimes 

 
http://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2016/04/19/jokowi-meets-with-german-president-discusses-death-penalty.html 
 

THAILAND 
Details Of Thailand’s Proposed Constitution Draw Opposition 

 
http://apdf-magazine.com/details-of-thailands-proposed-constitution-draw-opposition/ 
 
Thai Junta Chief Accuses Former PM Thaksin Of Stirring Protests 
http://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/asiapacific/thai-junta-chief-accuses/2719014.html 
 
2 Turks in Thailand Put On Security Watch List After Singapore Alert  
(Bangkok Post)Two Turkish nationals have been placed on a Thai security watch list following a security 
alert from Singapore, the Immigration Bureau says. 
 

SINGAPORE 
Singapore Wants New Rules to Defuse Asia’s Tensions 
http://thediplomat.com/2016/04/singapore-wants-new-rules-to-defuse-asias-tensions/ 
 

MALAYSIA 
Philippines, Malaysian Military Officials To Meet Over Kidnappings 
http://www.thestar.com.my/news/nation/2016/04/19/philippines-malaysian-military-officials-to-meet-
over-kidnappings/ 
 
Another Malaysian Isis Militant Killed In Syria; Total Number Of Such Deaths Now 19 
http://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/another-malaysian-isis-militant-killed-in-syria-total-number-
of-such-deaths-now-19 
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Malaysia Detains 15 More ISIL Suspects 

 
http://apdf-magazine.com/malaysia-detains-15-more-isil-suspects/ 
 
Policewoman And Two Others Charged In Court Over Islamic State Terrorism-Related Offences 
http://www.thestar.com.my/news/nation/2016/04/20/policewoman-charged-over-is-ties-businessman-
and-moneychanger-also-accused-of-supporting-terror-acti/ 
 

AUSTRALIA 
Malcolm Turnbull’s Visit to China 

 
http://thediplomat.com/2016/04/malcolm-turnbulls-visit-to-china/ 
 
Malcolm Turnbull Announces 'Global First' Australia-China Science Precinct For UNSW 
http://www.smh.com.au/federal-politics/political-news/malcolm-turnbull-announces-global-first-
australiachina-science-precinct-for-unsw-20160414-go6uox.html 
 
Australia To Lure Chinese Visitors With Virtual Tourism App, Streamlined Visas 
http://www.theage.com.au/federal-politics/political-news/australia-to-lure-chinese-visitors-with-
virtual-tourism-app-streamlined-visas-20160414-go66sa.html 
 
Australia Warned To Stop Siding With U.S. Over China 
http://www.afr.com/news/australia-warned-to-stop-siding-with-us-over-china-20160412-go4obv 
 
Australia Warned to Stand up to China 
http://www.theepochtimes.com/n3/2031598-australia-warned-to-stand-up-to-china/ 
 
Chinese-Led Group to Buy Iconic Australian Cattle Rancher, 80% of Largest Australia Landowner’s 
Property 
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2016-04-19/chinese-led-group-to-buy-australia-s-most-iconic-cattle-rancher 
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Alibaba Is Coming To Australia 
http://www.australianetworknews.com/alibaba-australia-china-retail/ 
http://www.smh.com.au/business/retail/alibaba-is-officially-coming-to-australia-20160420-goaxe0.html 
 
Australia Admits Government Hack Attacks, Boosts Cyber Security 
http://phys.org/news/2016-04-australia-hack-boosts-cyber.html 
 

JAPAN 
Japan Earthquakes: Tens Of Thousands Flee In Fear Of Aftershocks And Volcanoes 

 

  
http://www.theguardian.com/world/picture/2016/apr/16/eyewitness-kyushu-earthquake 
http://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/apr/15/japan-earthquake-thousands-evacuated-volcanoes-aftershocks 
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Japan Earthquakes: Thousands Of Soldiers Pour In To Support Survivors  

 
http://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/apr/18/japan-earthquakes-thousands-troops-support-survivors 
 
U.S. Military Joins Japan Quake Recovery Efforts Ferrying Supplies To Victims 

  
https://news.usni.org/2016/04/18/marine-ospreys-air-force-c-130s-in-southern-japan-for-earthquake-relief 
http://www.stripes.com/news/us-military-busy-ferrying-supplies-to-japan-quake-victims-1.405174 
http://www.marinecorpstimes.com/story/military/2016/04/18/us-steps-up-japan-earthquake-relief-
mission/83187580/ 
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Mysterious Foam Floods Japanese City After Multiple Earthquakes 
https://au.news.yahoo.com/a/31376615/mysterious-foam-floods-japanese-city-after-multiple-
earthquakes/ 
 
Drone Footage Of Earthquake Damage On Japan’s Kyushu Island 
http://qz.com/663944/dramatic-drone-footage-of-earthquake-damage-on-japans-kyushu-island/ 
 
Devastation Caused by the Recent Earthquakes in Japan 
http://news.nationalgeographic.com/2016/04/160415-japan-earthquakes-photos/ 
 
Unusual Quake Cluster Worries Japan 

 
http://asia.nikkei.com/Features/Kyushu-earthquakes/Unusual-quake-cluster-worries-Japan 
 
Questions And Answers: The Kumamoto Earthquakes, What Type Of Earthquakes Struck The Region?

 
http://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2016/04/18/national/questions-and-answers-the-kumamoto-earthquakes/ 
 
110,000 Still Displaced After Quake; Roads, Rails Take Heavy Damage 
http://asia.nikkei.com/Japan-Update/110-000-still-displaced-after-quake-roads-rails-take-heavy-damage 
 
Kyushu Quakes Spark 3% Nikkei Plunge, Shutter Factories; Survivors Line Up For Food 
http://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2016/04/18/business/financial-markets/kyushu-quakes-spark-3-nikkei-plunge-shutter-
factories-survivors-line-food/ 
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http://news.nationalgeographic.com/2016/04/160415-japan-earthquakes-photos/
http://asia.nikkei.com/Features/Kyushu-earthquakes/Unusual-quake-cluster-worries-Japan
http://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2016/04/18/national/questions-and-answers-the-kumamoto-earthquakes/
http://asia.nikkei.com/Japan-Update/110-000-still-displaced-after-quake-roads-rails-take-heavy-damage
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Food In Short Supply, Government Response Crippled In Quake-Hit Kumamoto 
http://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2016/04/18/national/food-in-short-supply-offices-crippled-in-quake-hit-kumamoto/ 
 
Embassies Working To Help Non-Japanese Quake Survivors 
http://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2016/04/18/national/embassies-working-to-help-non-japanese-quake-survivors/ 
 
Kyushu Quakes Hit Japan's Broader Economy 
http://asia.nikkei.com/Business/Trends/Kyushu-quakes-hit-Japan-s-broader-economy 
 
Japan Earthquakes Rattle Toyota’s Vulnerable Supply Chain 
http://www.wsj.com/articles/japan-earthquakes-rattle-toyotas-supply-chain-1460986805 
 
Deadly Earthquake Topples Houses In Southern Japan: Was There An Early Warning? 
http://www.csmonitor.com/World/Global-News/2016/0414/Earthquake-hits-Japan-Was-there-an-early-warning 
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-36045140 
 
After Quakes, Japan Is Expected To Delay Trans-Pacific Partnership Approval 
http://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2016/04/19/business/quakes-japan-expected-delay-tpp-approval/ 
 
PM Abe Ready To Set Aside Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) Ratification For Now To Preserve Standing 
In Polls 
http://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2016/04/13/national/politics-diplomacy/abe-ready-set-aside-tpp-
ratification-now-preserve-standing-polls/ 
 
Japan’s Own ‘Pivot’ To Southeast Asia Seen Bearing Fruit Ahead Of G-7 Summit, China Isles Arbitration 

 
http://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2016/04/13/national/japans-pivot-southeast-asia-seen-bearing-fruit-ahead-g-
7-summit-china-isles-arbitration/ 
 
Japan’s Military Is Recruiting More Women for Its Growing Global Role 

 
http://www.defenseone.com/management/2015/12/japans-military-recruiting-more-women-its-growing-global-
role/124173/?oref=d-channelriver 
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16 US Ships That Aided In 2011 Operation Tomodachi Still Contaminated With Radiation 

 
http://www.stripes.com/news/special-reports/operation-tomodachi/16-us-ships-that-aided-in-
operation-tomodachi-still-contaminated-with-radiation-1.399094 
 

NORTH KOREA 
North Korea's Jong Un More Aggressive Than Father: U.S. General 

 
http://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-northkorea-idUSKCN0XG2HN 
 
North Korea In 'Top-Speed Dash' For May Congress, Kim's Nuclear Policy 

 
http://www.reuters.com/article/us-northkorea-congress-idUSKCN0WW2R3 
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North Korean Leader To Represent Province For Upcoming Party Congress In Symbolic Move To 
Reaffirm His Grip On Power 
http://www.koreatimes.co.kr/www/news/nation/2016/04/485_202890.html 
 
North Korea Steps Up Personality Cult Around Leader Kim Ahead Of May Congress 
http://www.koreatimes.co.kr/www/news/nation/2016/04/485_202230.html 
 
North Korea Beefing Up Border Control Ahead Of Party Congress 
http://www.koreatimes.co.kr/www/news/nation/2016/04/485_201908.html 
 
Foreign Envoys Ignore North Korea's Invitation To 7th Party Congress 

 
http://www.upi.com/Top_News/World-News/2016/04/19/Foreign-envoys-ignore-North-Koreas-
invitation-to-7th-Party-Congress/1601461086207/ 
 
China Not Yet Invited To N. Korea's Rare Party Congress 
http://www.koreatimes.co.kr/www/news/nation/2016/04/485_202831.html 
 
North Korea May Hold Party Congress In May Without Foreign Guests 
http://www.koreatimes.co.kr/www/news/nation/2016/04/485_202896.html 
 
North Korea Appears To Feel Pain Of Sanctions 
http://english.yonhapnews.co.kr/national/2016/04/20/49/0301000000AEN20160420007300315F.html 
 
Kim Jong-un Isn't God 
http://www.nationalinterest.org/blog/the-skeptics/sorry-north-korea-kim-jong-un-isnt-god-15849 
 
North Korean Building Collapsed Killing 'Hundreds,' Source Says 
http://www.upi.com/Top_News/World-News/2016/04/21/North-Korean-building-collapsed-killing-
hundreds-source-says/6211461257437/ 
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Tearful North Korean Waitresses: Our 'Defector' Colleagues Were Tricked 

 
"I think about our colleagues being deceived and dragged to South Korea and facing extreme hardship 
there," said a sobbing Han Yun Hui. "It tears our hearts."  In response, the South Korean Unification 
Ministry issued a statement to CNN: "13 defectors voluntarily decided to leave and pushed ahead with 
the escape without any help from the outside. Following their voluntary request to defect, our 
government accepted them from a humanitarian point of view." 
http://www.cnn.com/2016/04/20/asia/north-korea-restaurant-defectors/ 
 
North Korea Releases Videos Urging South To Return Defectors 

 
http://www.upi.com/Top_News/World-News/2016/04/18/North-Korea-releases-videos-urging-South-
to-return-defectors/6621461000065/ 
 
North Korea Demands Face-To-Face Meeting With North Korean Restaurant Defectors 
http://www.koreaherald.com/view.php?ud=20160421001043 
 
Bodyguard To Kim Jong-Il Seeks Asylum In Canada 
http://www.thespec.com/news-story/6442404-bodyguard-to-kim-jong-il-seeks-asylum-in-canada/ 
 
How Unusual Is Defection Of North Korean Colonel? 
http://www.csmonitor.com/World/Asia-Pacific/2016/0411/How-unusual-is-defection-of-North-Korean-colonel-
video 
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Book on Defecting MiG-15 Fighter Pilot Tackles North Korea’s Founding 

 
http://www.nknews.org/2015/03/book-on-defecting-fighter-pilot-tackles-north-koreas-founding/ 
http://www.pri.org/stories/2015-03-17/florida-man-escaped-north-korea-mig-15-fighter-jet 
 
North Korean Defectors, Armed With USB Drives, Try to Subvert Kim 
http://www.wsj.com/articles/north-korean-defectors-armed-with-usb-drives-try-to-subvert-kim-1460590377 
 
Defector Offers Peek Into North Korea’s Overseas Restaurants 

 
http://www.wsj.com/articles/defector-offers-peek-into-north-korea-s-overseas-restaurants-
1460654256 
 
We Spoke to a North Korean Defector Who Escaped Terrible Working Conditions Overseas 
https://news.vice.com/article/we-spoke-to-a-north-korean-defector-who-escaped-terrible-working-conditions-overseas 
 
North Korea's Elusive 1 Percent Thrive On Overseas Connections 

 
http://www.upi.com/Top_News/World-News/2016/04/18/North-Koreas-elusive-1-percent-thrive-on-
overseas-connections/5061459730982/?spt=mps&or=1&sn=tn_int 
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North Korea's Caste System: ‘Songbun’ Separates Citizens According To Ancestral And Social Standings 

 
http://www.theguardian.com/world/2015/mar/04/are-you-special-basic-or-complex-behind-north-
koreas-caste-system 
 
What North Koreans Watch On TV 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
http://www.theguardian.com/world/2015/mar/10/north-korea-tv-propaganda-kim-jong-il 
http://www.nknews.org/2015/03/a-wooden-box-wonder-inside-north-korean-tv/ 
 
Kim Jong-un's Aunt Reappears in Propaganda 

 
http://english.chosun.com/site/data/html_dir/2016/04/19/2016041900848.html 
 
Pyongyang Cleansed of Undesirables for May’s Party Congress 
http://english.chosun.com/site/data/html_dir/2016/01/18/2016011801780.html 
 
Pyongyang Spruces Up Subway 
http://english.chosun.com/site/data/html_dir/2016/04/19/2016041901512.html 
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Take A Rare Look Inside North Korea's Secretive Metro 

 
http://gizmodo.com/take-a-rare-look-inside-north-koreas-secretive-metro-1771476626 
 
How British Scientists Got Inside North Korea To Study Mount Paektu Volcano On North Korea-China 
Border 

 
http://www.wired.com/2016/04/north-korea-opens-arms-volcano-western-scientists/ 
https://www.newscientist.com/article/2084529-waking-supervolcano-makes-north-korea-and-west-join-forces/ 
http://www.pbs.org/newshour/rundown/western-scientists-dissect-a-north-korea-volcano-cutoff-by-diplomatic-sanctions/ 
http://www.nature.com/news/north-korea-lets-scientists-peer-inside-dangerous-volcano-1.19751 
 
Sacred Volcano in North Korea May Be Waiting to Blow 

 
http://news.nationalgeographic.com/2016/04/160415-sacred-volcano-north-korea-waiting-eruption-science/ 
http://www.natureworldnews.com/articles/20947/20160418/new-eruption-might-be-brewing-at-north-koreas-mount-paektu.htm 
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SOUTH KOREA 
Japan’s Quake Could Affect Korea In Upcoming Years: Geologist 

 
http://www.koreatimesus.com/japans-quake-could-affect-korea-in-upcoming-years-geologist/ 
 
South Korea Shoulders 'Significant Load' For American Troop Presence: Incoming USFK Commander 
http://english.yonhapnews.co.kr/news/2016/04/20/0200000000AEN20160420000251315.html 
 
South Korean President’s Party Suffers Election Setback 
The emergence of a new center-left party also ensures further changes to South Korea's political 
landscape, which had long been shaped by two-party dynamics. 
http://abcnews.go.com/International/wireStory/south-koreans-polls-parliamentary-election-38348849 
 
President Park Vows to Plow on After Devastating Election Defeat 

 
http://english.chosun.com/site/data/html_dir/2016/04/19/2016041901503.html 
 
South Korea’s All-Out Economic Diplomacy in Mexico 

 
http://thediplomat.com/2016/04/south-koreas-all-out-economic-diplomacy-in-mexico/ 
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New Third Party Stuns Mainstream in South Korea’s Elections 
http://thediplomat.com/2016/04/new-third-party-stuns-mainstream-in-south-koreas-elections/ 
 
Listening to Korea’s Liberals 

 
http://38north.org/2016/04/jdelury042016/ 
 
Who Are Modern Korea's 'Founding Fathers'? 
http://thediplomat.com/2015/03/who-are-modern-koreas-founding-fathers/ 
 
The Girl With Seven Names: A North Korean's Defection, Complicated By Her Love-Hate Bonds With 
China 
http://www.csmonitor.com/World/Asia-Pacific/2016/0412/A-N.-Korean-s-defection-complicated-by-
her-love-hate-bonds-with-China 
 
Many U.S. Government Employees In South Korea Face Pay Cut 
http://www.rokdrop.net/2016/04/many-us-government-employees-in-south-korea-face-pay-cut/ 
 

BANGLADESH 
Some Went Abroad Long Ago, Joined Islamic State 
“Those people left the country with clean backgrounds for studying or work or had migrated. They or 
their children, who were born in countries like Australia and Canada, were later radicalized and they 
joined IS,” Monirul told a news briefing at the media center of Dhaka Metropolitan Police. 
http://www.thedailystar.net/backpage/some-went-abroad-long-ago-joined-1211593 
 

CHINA 
The Long Arm Of China: How Beijing Is Imposing Its Will Far Beyond Its Borders 

 
http://www.reuters.com/investigates/section/the-long-arm-of-china/ 
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China’s Yangzijiang Wins $510 Million Ship Order Amid Weak Demand To Build Iron Ore Carriers To 
Haul From Brazil 
http://gcaptain.com/chinas-yangzijiang-wins-510-million-ship-order-amid-weak-demand/ 
 
Greece Seals Sale of Piraeus Port to China COSCO 

 
http://gcaptain.com/greece-seals-sale-of-piraeus-port-to-china-cosco/ 
 
China's Mediterranean Odyssey: China Has Bought Greece’s Piraeus Port, But How Realistic Is Beijing’s 
Mediterranean Dream? 

 
http://thediplomat.com/2016/04/chinas-mediterranean-odyssey/ 
 
China’s Ghost City: Kangbashi, Ordos Full Of Brand New, Empty Buildings 

  
http://www.news.com.au/travel/travel-ideas/chinas-ghost-city-kangbashi-ordos-full-of-brand-new-
empty-buildings/news-story/6a2a91176e2fb27c9ee273671e85cbe8 
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MYANMAR/BURMA 
Myanmar President Pardons Dozens of Prisoners 

 
http://www.voanews.com/content/myanmar-president-pardons-dozens-of-prisoners/3289228.html 
 

NEPAL 
Nepal Still In Ruins A Year After Devastating Earthquake (video) 

 
http://www.hindustantimes.com/videos/world/watch-nepal-still-in-ruins-a-year-after-devastating-
earthquake/video-YXN8W1BTiyqgu426J0RnKK.html 
 
Donated Rice For Nepal Earthquake Victims To Be Sold, Not Distributed 
http://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/asiapacific/donated-rice-for-nepal/2713534.html 
 

INDIA 
Heatwave Kills More Than 160 In Southern, Eastern India 
http://gulfnews.com/news/asia/india/heatwave-kills-more-than-160-in-southern-eastern-india-1.1718165 
http://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/asiapacific/more-than-100-feared-dead/2718838.html 
 
India's Prime Minister Unveils Sweeping Ports Plan 
http://maritime-executive.com/article/indian-pm-modi-unveils-sweeping-ports-plan 
 
India Takes Iran Relations Forward 
http://thediplomat.com/2016/04/india-takes-iran-relations-forward/ 
 
How India Sees the World 
http://thediplomat.com/2016/04/how-india-sees-the-world/ 
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http://thediplomat.com/2016/04/how-india-sees-the-world/


RUSSIA 
Putin's Geopolitical Trolling: The Strategy Behind Russian Jets Buzzing A U.S. Destroyer 
http://www.vox.com/2016/4/14/11430096/russia-plane-destroyer-putin 
 
Russia's Carrot-and-Stick Strategy 

 
https://www.stratfor.com/geopolitical-diary/russias-carrot-and-stick-strategy 
 
Initially Being Sent to Syria Was Not Popular Among Russian Troops: What Changed in Russia 
http://www.strategypage.com/htmw/htmoral/articles/20160416.aspx 
 
Ukraine, Russia Reach Deal To Release Female Pilot, Poroshenko Says 
http://www.stripes.com/news/europe/ukraine-russia-reach-deal-to-release-pilot-poroshenko-says-1.405155 
 
When Will Russia Break? 
http://blogs.reuters.com/great-debate/2016/04/14/when-will-russia-break/ 
 

UKRAINE 
Ukraine’s Parliament Approves a New Prime Minister 
http://www.nytimes.com/2016/04/15/world/europe/ukraine-prime-minister-volodymyr-
groysman.html?_r=0 
 
Ukraine Bans Russian Films In Media War 
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-36099885 
 

EUROPE 
NATO Reinforcement: Why Turn Europe Into A Theater Of Potential War? 
http://www.upi.com/Top_News/Opinion/2016/04/08/NATO-reinforcement-Why-turn-Europe-into-a-
theater-of-potential-war/2141460129991/ 
 
NATO-Russia Council to Meet for First Time Since 2014 
http://www.defense.gov/News-Article-View/Article/737397/nato-russia-council-to-meet-for-first-time-
since-2014 
 
Russia, NATO: Talks Marked By Disagreements Over Facts, Narrative, And Responsibilities In Ukraine's 
Conflict 
https://www.stratfor.com/situation-report/russia-nato-talks-marked-disagreements-over-ukraine 
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NATO's Southern Exposure: The Real Threats to Europe—and the Alliance 

 
http://www.rand.org/blog/2016/04/natos-southern-exposure-the-real-threats-to-europe.html 
 
Can NATO Still Put Up A Fight Against Russia? 
http://blogs.reuters.com/great-debate/2016/03/03/can-nato-still-put-up-a-fight-against-russia/ 
 
Does Europe Need a New Warsaw Pact? 

 
http://warontherocks.com/2016/04/does-europe-need-a-new-warsaw-pact/ 
 
Will Britain’s Departure from EU Make the EU More Pro-Russian? 

 
http://www.eurasiareview.com/20042016-will-brexit-make-eu-more-pro-russian/ 
 
Forward Basing NATO Airpower in the Baltics Is A Bad Idea: MG Clem 

 
http://warontherocks.com/2016/04/forward-basing-nato-airpower-in-the-baltics-is-a-bad-idea/ 
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Russian Jets Make Another Aggressive Fly-By Over a U.S. Navy Destroyer in the Baltic 

 
http://www.cbsnews.com/news/uss-donald-cook-buzzed-again-by-russian-jets-in-baltic/ 
 
Russia Rejects Criticism Of Flyby Near U.S. Navy Destroyer 

 
http://www.stripes.com/news/europe/russia-rejects-criticism-of-flyby-near-us-navy-destroyer-1.404444 
 
Russian Jet Barrel Rolls Over U.S. Reconnaissance Aircraft 

  
http://www.stripes.com/news/europe/russian-fighter-jet-barrel-rolls-us-plane-in-latest-baltic-incident-1.404943 
http://www.upi.com/Top_News/World-News/2016/04/17/Russian-jet-barrel-rolls-over-US-
reconnaissance-aircraft/5161460903796/?spt=mps&or=2&sn=tn_int 
 
NATO To Admonish Russia After Kremlin Planes Buzz U.S. Forces 
http://www.stripes.com/news/europe/nato-to-admonish-russia-after-kremlin-planes-buzz-us-forces-1.405168 
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Russia Denies Claims That Its Jet Barrel-Rolled Over US Recon Plane 
http://www.aol.com/article/2016/04/17/russia-denies-claims-that-its-jet-barrel-rolled-over-us-recon-pl/21345523/ 
 
Russian Flyby of USS Donald Cook Highlights International Tension in the Baltics 
https://news.usni.org/2016/04/15/russian-flyby-of-uss-donald-cook-highlights-international-tension-in-the-baltics 
 
Former Soviet Fighter Pilot: Russian Jets ‘More Aggressive’ Than During Cold War 
http://dailysignal.com/2016/04/20/former-soviet-fighter-pilot-russian-jets-more-aggressive-than-during-cold-war/ 
 
Why Russia Harasses U.S. Aircraft: STRATFOR 
https://www.stratfor.com/analysis/why-russia-harasses-us-aircraft 
 
Sweden's Airspace Shut Down By Russian APT, Not A Solar Storm 
http://www.scmagazine.com/swedens-airspace-shut-down-by-russian-apt-not-a-solar-storm/article/489572/ 
 
Flashback 2014: Did Russian Aircraft Knock Out LAX Air Traffic Computer? 
While multiple sources reported the presence of a U2 flying at 60,000 feet as the cause of the delays at 
LAX and a number of other airports across the Southwest, the Air Force provided a different 
explanation. 
http://www.westernjournalism.com/russian-aircraft-target-americas-west-coast/ 
http://www.nbcnews.com/news/investigations/spy-plane-fries-air-traffic-control-computers-shuts-down-lax-n95886 
 
U.S. Army's 173rd Paratroopers Jump Into German Countryside 

 
http://www.stripes.com/news/us-army-s-173rd-paratroopers-jump-into-german-countryside-1.404107 
 
US Army Doesn't Seem Real Sure It Could Stop a Russian Invasion of Europe 

 
https://news.vice.com/article/the-us-army-may-not-be-able-to-hold-off-russian-attack-in-europe 
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Retired British Colonel: We Will Pay In Blood For Opening Combat Roles To Women 
http://dailycaller.com/2016/04/05/retired-british-colonel-we-will-pay-in-blood-for-opening-combat-roles-to-women/ 
 
Most Germans Oppose Merkel On Prosecution Of Comedian, Poll Shows 

 
https://www.yahoo.com/news/most-germans-oppose-merkel-prosecution-comedian-poll-shows-112020768.html 
 
How a German Comedian Has Europe in an Uproar: A Dirty – Not Particularly Funny – Poem Just 
Turned Into An ‘International Crisis’ 
http://blogs.reuters.com/great-debate/2016/04/13/a-dirty-not-particularly-funny-poem-just-turned-into-an-international-crisis/ 
http://theinterrobang.com/merkel-wont-stand-between-german-comedian-and-court-system/ 
 
New German Law Requires Refugees To Learn Language 
http://www.upi.com/Top_News/World-News/2016/04/14/New-German-law-requires-refugees-to-
learn-language/4461460656500/?spt=sec&or=tn 
 
Europe, in Wake of Attacks, Votes to Collect Air Passenger Data 
http://www.nytimes.com/2016/04/15/business/international/eu-collect-air-passenger-
data.html?ribbon-ad-idx=6&rref=world/europe 
 
Belgium Admits It Was Screwed By The Saudis: Since 1980s Over $100 Billion Spent Promoting 
Wahhabi Sunni Islam 

 
One of the casualties of the recent ISIL (Islamic State in Iraq and the Levant) attacks in France and Belgium was the 
reputation of Saudi Arabia as an ally in the fight against ISIL. The media were all over the state of Islam in Belgium 
and many little-publicized facts were made very public. Chief among them was the role of Saudi Arabia played in 
building (at Saudi expense) mosques and religious schools in Belgium and then staffing them. These facilities were 
controlled by very-conservative (and anti-Western) clerics and religious teachers who were often trained in Saudi 
Arabia. This should not be surprising as since the 1980s Saudi Arabia has spent over $100 billion doing this 
promotion of the very conservative Wahhabi form of Sunni Islam that has predominated in Saudi Arabia since the 
18th century. 
http://www.strategypage.com/htmw/htterr/articles/20160414.aspx 
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If Terrorists Can So Easily Cross International Borders, Why Shouldn’t Intelligence to Stop Them? 
http://www.heritage.org/research/commentary/2016/4/europe-stop-trying-to-make-intelligence-
sharing-happen 
 
Greece Launches Military Exercise Over Migrant Camp 
http://english.chosun.com/site/data/html_dir/2016/04/15/2016041500582.html 
 
Half Of French Military Reportedly Deployed To Protect Country From Further Terrorist Attacks 

 
http://dailycaller.com/2016/04/18/half-of-frances-military-patrols-the-streets-to-prevent-another-terror-attack/ 
 
French Special Forces Stage Mock Terror Attack To Synchronize Efforts 

 
More than just a training exercise, the simulated terror attack was an opportunity for the government to 
test out its new plan to improve coordination across France's various elite intervention squads. 
https://news.vice.com/article/french-special-forces-stage-mock-terror-attack-so-they-can-learn-to-get-along 
 
Beware of 'What British Muslims Really Think?' 
http://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/opinion/2016/04/beware-british-muslims-160414102212060.html 
 
Belgian Interior Minister: Muslims ‘Danced’ In Street After Terror Attacks 
“This is the real problem,” Jambon said. “Terrorists we can pick up, remove from society. But they are 
just a boil. Underneath is a cancer that is much more difficult to treat.  
http://dailycaller.com/2016/04/18/belgian-minister-muslims-danced-in-street-after-terror-attacks/ 
 
EU Terror Chief: Put Terrorists In Rehab Instead Of Prison 
http://dailycaller.com/2016/04/18/eu-terror-chief-put-terrorists-in-rehab-instead-of-prison/ 
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Brussels Terrorist Was Poster Boy For 2005 Documentary On Integration in Sweden 

 
http://dailycaller.com/2016/04/15/brussels-terrorist-was-poster-boy-for-2005-documentary-on-integration/ 
 
Islamophobia Must Be Criminalized: Conspiracy Of An 'Islamization Of Europe' 

 
http://www.albawaba.com/news/islamophobia-must-be-criminalized-830902 
 
September 11, 2015, Al-Aqsa Mosque In Jerusalem: Top Imam To Muslim Migrants: Europe Has 
Become Old And Decrepit, Breed With Europeans To ‘Conquer Their Countries’ 

  
“Soon, we will trample them underfoot, Allah willing. Europe has become old and decrepit and needs 
human reinforcement….they are not motivated by compassion for the Levant, its people and its 
refugees.” 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RkpwicN2k68 
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-3240295/Imam-tells-Muslim-migrants-breed-children-
Europeans-conquer-countries-vows-trample-underfoot-Allah-willing.html 
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Multiculturalism Reconsidered: Waves Of Migrants Force Europe To Look Again At A Brave New Idea 

 
http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2016/jan/10/editorial-multiculturalism-reconsidered-in-europe/ 
 
Up To 500 Migrants May Have Drowned In Mediterranean Tragedy: UNHCR 

 
http://www.reuters.com/article/us-europe-migrants-italy-drownings-idUSKCN0XH1R2 
 
Migrant Crisis: Hundreds Dead After Capsize, Say Survivors 

 
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-36071737 
 

http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2016/jan/10/editorial-multiculturalism-reconsidered-in-europe/
http://www.reuters.com/article/us-europe-migrants-italy-drownings-idUSKCN0XH1R2
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-36071737


Lesbos: First Stop To Europe 

 
http://www.reuters.com/news/picture/lesbos-first-stop-to-europe?articleId=USRTX2A53Z 
 
New Criminalization Advice for Volunteer Rescuers and Masters 

 
http://www.maritime-executive.com/article/new-criminalization-advice-for-volunteer-rescuers 
 
Turkey Wants EU Visa Changes By June Or Migrant Deal Is Off 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/europe/turkey-wants-eu-visa-changes-by-june-or-migrant-
deal-is-off/2016/04/19/79b23c1a-0630-11e6-bfed-ef65dff5970d_story.html 
 
Erdogan: EU Needs Turkey More Than Turkey Needs EU 
http://www.newsweek.com/erdogan-eu-need-us-more-we-need-eu-449633?piano_t=1 
 
EU Has Interfered Too Much In People's Lives, Juncker Says Ahead Of Brexit Vote, 'Interference' 
Eroding Support For EU 

 
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-36087022 
http://in.reuters.com/article/britain-eu-juncker-idINL5N17M5XQ 
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MIDDLE EAST 
Islamic State Rockets Kill Syrian Children In Southern Turkey 
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-36077052 
 
Kurdish Peshmerga Getting Heavy Weapons For Mosul Push 
http://www.stripes.com/news/kurdish-peshmerga-getting-heavy-weapons-for-mosul-push-1.404284 
http://www.upi.com/Top_News/World-News/2016/04/14/US-arms-Kurdish-Peshmerga-as-Mosul-
ground-battle-looms/4591460629399/?spt=mps&or=5&sn=tn 
 
Air Strikes Rattle IS In Mosul, With High Toll On Civilians 
http://www.iraqoilreport.com/news/air-strikes-rattle-mosul-high-toll-civilians-18658/ 
 
Fight Against Islamic State In Iraq Is Becoming A Major Ground War 

 
http://www.upi.com/Top_News/Opinion/2016/04/19/Fight-against-Islamic-State-in-Iraq-is-becoming-a-
major-ground-war/7411461068604/?spt=mps&or=3&sn=tn_int 
 
Iraqi Forces Squeeze Mosul, As IS Tactics Shift 

 
http://www.iraqoilreport.com/news/iraqi-forces-squeeze-mosul-tactics-shift-18419/ 
 
Peshmerga Salaries To Be Paid From US $415 Million Financial Assistance 
http://www.iraqoilreport.com/daily-brief/peshmerga-salaries-paid-us-415m-financial-assistance-18676/ 
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Will Popular Mobilization Units Join Operations To Liberate Mosul? 
http://www.iraqoilreport.com/daily-brief/will-popular-mobilization-units-join-operations-liberate-
mosul-18677/ 
 
‘Tank’: Iraq's 'Beast' M-1 Abrams Tank Tears Through Islamic State 

 
http://www.upi.com/Business_News/Security-Industry/2016/04/14/Iraqs-Beast-M-1-Abrams-tank-
tears-through-Islamic-State/7781460640430/?spt=mps&or=1&sn=tn 
 
Taking the Fight to ‘ISILstan’: Displacing and Replacing ISIL in Eastern Syria and Western Iraq 
http://warontherocks.com/2016/04/taking-the-fight-to-isilstan-displacing-and-replacing-isil-in-eastern-syria-and-western-iraq/ 
 
A Visit to the Frontlines of the Battle Against ISIL 

 
http://warontherocks.com/2016/04/a-visit-to-the-frontlines-of-the-battle-against-isil/ 
 
Iraqi Police Find 2 Mass Graves In Islamic State-Free Ramadi 

 
http://www.stripes.com/news/middle-east/iraqi-police-find-2-mass-graves-in-islamic-state-free-ramadi-1.405232 
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Fallujah Civilians Trapped In Humanitarian Catastrophe 
http://www.iraqoilreport.com/news/fallujah-civilians-trapped-humanitarian-catastrophe-18536/ 
 
Iraq’s Sadr Calls For Protests To Bring About New Cabinet 

 
http://www.iraqoilreport.com/daily-brief/iraqs-sadr-calls-protests-bring-new-cabinet-18679/ 
 
Iraq’s Sadr Heads To Najaf After Beirut Visit 
http://www.iraqoilreport.com/daily-brief/iraqs-sadr-heads-najaf-beirut-visit-18670/ 
 
Iraq: Parliamentary Chaos Continues 
https://www.stratfor.com/situation-report/iraq-parliamentary-chaos-continues 
 
The Political Crisis Rocking Baghdad And Why It Matters For The War On ISIS 

 
http://www.vox.com/2016/4/19/11451550/iraq-protests-sadr 
 
Iran Gas Pipeline Crosses Into Basra, Iraq 
http://www.iraqoilreport.com/news/iran-gas-pipeline-crosses-basra-18599/ 
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Afghan Forces Battle Insurgents Around Kunduz 
http://www.voanews.com/content/afghan-forces-battle-insurgents-around-kunduz/3289231.html 
 
Afghanistan: Scores Of Taliban Dead In Kunduz Attack 

 
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/2016/04/taliban-fighters-launch-attack-afghanistan-kunduz-160415133525370.html 
 
Taliban Strikes In Heart Of Kabul In Deadly Bomb And Gun Attack On Elite Agency, Dozens Killed, 300 
Wounded 

  
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/kabul-rocked-by-deadly-explosion-followed-by-gunfire/2016/04/19/3e71c794-05f2-11e6-bdcb-0133da18418d_story.html 
http://www.cnn.com/2016/04/19/asia/kabul-explosion/ 
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-36079445 
 
In Kabul, the Taliban Don’t Care Who They Kill 
http://www.thedailybeast.com/articles/2016/04/19/in-kabul-the-taliban-don-t-care-who-they-kill.html 
 
In Two Attacks Motorcycle Gunmen Kill Seven Pakistani Police Men Guarding Polio Vaccination Team 
In Karachi 

 
http://www.albawaba.com/news/seven-pakistani-police-men-shot-karachi-831434 
http://gulfnews.com/news/asia/pakistan/gunmen-kill-seven-police-guarding-polio-team-in-pakistan-1.1718172 
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ISIS Executes 175 Cement Workers Near Damascus 
http://www.albawaba.com/news/daesh-executes-175-cement-workers-near-damascus-826744 
 
Syria Pro-Government Warplanes Bomb A Rebel Town That Hates Al-Qaeda, Killing Scores 

 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/middle_east/pro-government-warplanes-bomb-a-rebel-town-
that-hates-al-qaeda-killing-scores/2016/04/19/0a1d34ac-0641-11e6-bfed-ef65dff5970d_story.html 
 
Children of Syria: How Four Child Refugees Said Goodbye to Syria

  
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/frontline/film/children-of-syria/ 
 
Syria Conflict: Rebels Vow Retaliatory Attacks Against Government 

 
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-36071608 
 
Fighting In Syria Intensifies As Opposition Digs In Heels 
http://www.marinecorpstimes.com/story/military/2016/04/19/fighting-syria-intensifies-opposition-
digs-heels/83233704/ 
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Syrian Talks Appear Doomed As Air Strike Kills Dozens In Market 

 
http://www.reuters.com/video/2016/04/19/peace-talks-on-the-brink-as-war-rages-
in?videoId=368196234&videoChannel=117760&channelName=World+News 
http://www.reuters.com/article/us-mideast-crisis-syria-idUSKCN0XG1TE 
 
Syria: Peace Talks Unravel As Opposition Body Walks Out 
https://www.stratfor.com/situation-report/syria-peace-talks-unravel-opposition-body-walks-out 
 
U.S. Rejects Syrian Government Remarks On Opposition Walkout 
http://news.trust.org/item/20160420181550-8vr31 
 
UN Begins Major Evacuation In Syria As Peace Talks Fray 
https://sg.news.yahoo.com/un-starts-evacuate-500-people-besieged-syria-towns-153303351.html 
 
Under My Umbrella: The No-Fly Zone Fallacy 

 
http://warontherocks.com/2016/04/under-my-umbrella-the-no-fly-zone-fallacy/ 
 
Putin Got Exactly What He Wanted in Syria 
http://www.defenseone.com/ideas/2016/03/putin-got-exactly-what-he-wanted-syria/126664/?oref=d-
dontmiss 
 
White House Concerned By Russia's Military Moves In Syria 
http://in.reuters.com/article/mideast-crisis-russia-obama-idINKCN0XI17N 
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London Unveils Replica of 2,000 Year-old ‘Arch of Triumph’ from Palmyra Which Was Destroyed by 
ISIS 

 
http://www.news.com.au/world/europe/london-spits-in-the-face-of-isis-over-destroyed-ancient-
arch/news-story/7c5285ac2ad4c8903a9dd51583867064 
 
Retaking A Booby-Trapped City, With U.S. Help 

 
http://www.defenseone.com/threats/2016/04/retaking-booby-trapped-city-us-help/127622/?oref=d-
skybox 
 
Russia Clears Land Mines Following Palmyra's Recapture 

 
https://news.vice.com/video/quick-hit-russia-clears-land-mines-following-palmyras-recapture 
 
ISIS Releases Apostasy Hit List Of 21 Western Muslim Leaders 
http://dailycaller.com/2016/04/14/isis-releases-apostasy-hit-list-of-21-western-muslim-leaders/ 
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The ISIS Files: What Leaked Documents Reveal About Terror Recruits 

 
http://www.nbcnews.com/storyline/isis-terror/isis-files-what-leaked-documents-reveal-about-terror-recruits-n557411 
 
ISIS Fighters Are From 70 Countries, Leaks Show 
http://gulfnews.com/news/mena/syria/daesh-fighters-from-70-countries-leaks-show-1.1717333 
 
The Changing Logic Behind Suicide Bombings 
http://www.defenseone.com/ideas/2016/03/changing-logic-behind-suicide-bombings/126946/?oref=d-dontmiss 
 
The Hell After ISIS 
http://www.defenseone.com/ideas/2016/04/hell-after-isis/127562/?oref=d-dontmiss 
 
The Middle East After the Arab Spring: Actually, It’s Just Beginning 

 
http://www.rand.org/blog/2016/04/rands-shelly-culbertson-publishes-book-on-middle-east.html 
 
Jerusalem Bus Bombing Wounds More Than 20; Police Call It Terror 

 
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-36075442 
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What the Supreme Court's Ruling on Iranian Assets Means 

 
http://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2016/04/bank-markazi/479190/ 
 
Iran Reveals New Main Battle Tank Fusing U.S. With Chinese Tanks Designs 

 
http://thediplomat.com/2016/04/iran-reveals-new-main-battle-tank/ 
 
Iran Launches Long-Range Rocket But Fails To Put Satellite Into Orbit 

 
http://www.foxnews.com/world/2016/04/21/iran-launches-long-range-rocket-but-it-doesnt-reach-
orbit.html 
 
The Middle East Has Four Minutes To Act If Iran Fires a Missile 
http://www.defenseone.com/threats/2015/05/middle-east-has-four-minutes-act-if-iran-fires-missile/112720/?oref=d-dontmiss 
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Gulf States to Buy Israel’s Iron Dome, other Anti-Missile System: Report 

 
http://missilethreat.com/gulf-states-to-buy-israels-iron-dome-other-anti-missile-system-report/ 
 
U.S. Greenlights Sale Of 600 Patriot Missiles To Saudi Arabia 
http://fortune.com/2015/08/01/u-s-patriot-missiles-saudi-arabia/ 
 
What the U.S. Gives Its Mideast Partners Isn’t Always What They Need 

 
http://www.defenseone.com/ideas/2016/04/what-us-gives-its-mideast-partners-isnt-always-what-they-
need/127613/?oref=d-mostread 
 
Saudi Arabia Has Spent Billions on Weapons But Its Intervention in Yemen Has Not Gone Smoothly 

 
The biggest stumble has come in Yemen. Frustrated by Obama’s nuclear deal with Iran and the U.S. 
pullback from the region, Riyadh launched an Arab military intervention last year to confront perceived 
Iranian expansionism in its southern neighbour. 
http://www.reuters.com/investigates/special-report/saudi-military/ 
 
U.N. World Powers Press Yemenis To Start Talks, Truce In Danger 
http://www.reuters.com/article/us-yemen-security-talks-idUSKCN0XG1EX 
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Al Houthis Agree To Return To Yemen Peace Talks In Kuwait 
http://gulfnews.com/news/gulf/yemen/al-houthis-agree-to-return-to-yemen-peace-talks-in-kuwait-1.1717454 
 
Gulf States Prepare To Welcome President Obama 
http://www.eurasiareview.com/20042016-gulf-states-prepare-to-welcome-obama/ 
 
Saudi Arabia’s Changing International Role 
http://carnegieendowment.org/2016/04/18/saudi-arabia-s-changing-international-role/ix8r 
 
In Saudi Visit, Obama Faces 'Curveball' In Ties With Kingdom 

 
http://www.stripes.com/news/middle-east/in-saudi-visit-obama-faces-curveball-in-ties-with-kingdom-
1.405169 
 
Obama’s Last Chance To Change the Saudi Arabia Playbook 

 
http://www.defenseone.com/ideas/2016/04/obamas-last-chance-saudi-playbook/127649/?oref=d-
mostread 
 
President Obama Tackles Damage Control In Tour To Saudi Arabia, Europe 
http://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2016/04/19/world/politics-diplomacy-world/damage-control-saudi-
selloff-threat-911-law-feature-obamas-first-sayonara-swing/ 
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Saudi Arabia to Sell Billions in U.S. Assets if 9/11 Bill Passes: NYT 
http://www.newsweek.com/saudi-arabia-threatens-sell-us-assets-911-bill-passes-
448688?rel=most_read1 
 
Saudi Arabia-Egypt, Middle East-Africa, To Be Connected By Bridge Across The Red Sea 

 
http://www.albawaba.com/news/saudi-arabia-and-egypt-be-connected-bridge-across-red-sea-826886 
 
There’s Far More to the Saudi-Iran Feud Than Sunnis-Vs.-Shia 
http://www.defenseone.com/ideas/2016/01/theres-far-more-saudi-iran-feud-sunnis-vs-
shia/124944/?oref=d-mostread 
 
OPEC Civil War: Oil Negotiations Between Saudi Arabia And Iran Collapse 
http://dailycaller.com/2016/04/18/opec-civil-war-oil-negotiations-between-saudi-arabia-and-iran-
collapse/ 
 
OPEC Meeting Fails To Reach Production Freeze 
http://www.upi.com/Top_News/World-News/2016/04/17/OPEC-meeting-fails-to-reach-production-
freeze/3281460920214/?spt=mps&or=6&sn=tn_int 
 
Iran Lacks Enough Tankers to Boost Oil Exports 

 
http://www.maritime-executive.com/article/iran-lacks-enough-tankers-to-boost-oil-exports 
 
Suez Cuts Transit Fees for US-Asia Ships to Combat Allure of Cape of Good Hope 
http://gcaptain.com/suez-cuts-transit-tees-for-us-asia-ships-to-combat-allure-of-cape-of-good-hope/ 
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AFRICA 
Europeans Ponder Security Mission for Libya as Fighting Wracks Tripoli  
http://www.voanews.com/content/europeans-ponder-security-mission-for-libya-as-fighting-wracks-
tripoli/3290084.html 
 
Libyan Army Gains Ground In Benghazi 

 
http://www.albawaba.com/news/libyan-army-gains-ground-benghazi-831392 
 
Benghazi In Crisis (video) 

 
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/frontline/film/benghazi-in-crisis/ 
 
Libya and the 5 Stages of U.S. Intervention 
http://www.nationalinterest.org/blog/the-skeptics/libya-the-5-stages-us-intervention-15826 
 
Islamic State Sends Women In Libya On Combat Missions, Many are Trained as Suicide Bombers 
Those identified as potential fighters receive three weeks’ weapons instruction and many are trained to 
become suicide bombers. This is a new approach compared with Islamic State in Syria and Iraq.  “We 
estimate there are now 1000 women, 300 of them Tunisian, with ISIS in Libya, they have different roles 
including fighting,” said Badra Gaaloul, a women’s researcher at the International Centre of Strategic, 
Security and Military Studies, based in Tunis. 
http://www.theaustralian.com.au/news/world/the-times/daesh-sends-women-on-combat-
missions/news-story/25fcd279d9038f0bab7396b9e688c983 
 
Female Suicide Bombers Kill Eight At Refugee Camp In Northeast Nigeria 
http://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/asiapacific/female-suicide-bombers-ki/2719208.html 
 
 

http://www.voanews.com/content/europeans-ponder-security-mission-for-libya-as-fighting-wracks-tripoli/3290084.html
http://www.voanews.com/content/europeans-ponder-security-mission-for-libya-as-fighting-wracks-tripoli/3290084.html
http://www.albawaba.com/news/libyan-army-gains-ground-benghazi-831392
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/frontline/film/benghazi-in-crisis/
http://www.nationalinterest.org/blog/the-skeptics/libya-the-5-stages-us-intervention-15826
http://www.theaustralian.com.au/news/world/the-times/daesh-sends-women-on-combat-missions/news-story/25fcd279d9038f0bab7396b9e688c983
http://www.theaustralian.com.au/news/world/the-times/daesh-sends-women-on-combat-missions/news-story/25fcd279d9038f0bab7396b9e688c983
http://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/asiapacific/female-suicide-bombers-ki/2719208.html


Nigeria Chibok Girls Video 'Gives Us Hope' 

 
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-36048110 
 
Two Years After the Chibok Girls Were Taken, What Do We Know? 

 
http://warontherocks.com/2016/04/bringbackourgirls-two-years-after-the-chibok-girls-were-taken-
what-do-we-know/ 
 
Nigerian Army Patrols Uncover Boko Haram Weapons Cache 

 
http://www.upi.com/Top_News/World-News/2016/04/18/Nigerian-army-patrols-uncover-Boko-Haram-
weapons-cache/9421460980112/?spt=mps&or=3&sn=tn_int 
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Pirates Kidnap Six from Tanker Off Nigeria 
http://gcaptain.com/pirates-kidnap-six-from-tanker-off-nigeria/ 
 
Two Crew Kidnapped from CMA CGM Containership Off Nigeria 
http://gcaptain.com/two-crew-kidnapped-from-cma-cgm-turquoise-off-nigeria-reports/ 
 
Piracy in Gulf of Guinea Surges in First Three Months of 2016, Dryad Says 
http://gcaptain.com/piracy-in-gulf-of-guinea-surges-in-first-three-months-of-2016-dryad-says/ 
 

CENTRAL AND SOUTH AMERICA 
Ecuador 7.8 Earthquake Largest Since 1979, Over 440 Deaths, 2,500 Injured, Rebuilding To Cost 
Billions 

  
http://in.reuters.com/article/us-ecuador-quake-idINKCN0XE009 
http://www.cnn.com/2016/04/17/americas/ecuador-deadly-earthquake/ 
 
Hopes Fade Of Finding Survivors From Ecuador Quake As Death Toll Nears 500 
http://www.reuters.com/article/us-ecuador-quake-idUSKCN0XE009 
http://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2016/04/18/world/ecuador-temblor-toll-238-untold-number-
people-buried-tsunami-threat-eases/ 
 
Magnitude 6.1 Quake Hits Off The Coast Of Ecuador 

 
http://gulfnews.com/news/americas/magnitude-6-1-quake-hits-off-the-coast-of-ecuador-1.1717818 
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Ecuador's Deadly Earthquake in Pictures 

 
http://news.nationalgeographic.com/2016/04/160417-ecuador-earthquake-photos/ 
 
Aftermath in Ecuador 

 
http://www.reuters.com/news/picture/aftermath-in-ecuador?articleId=USRTX2AOAX 
 
Ecuador Earthquake: How Serious Is It? 
http://www.pdc.org/event-dashboard/Ecuador_7-8M_Earthquake/ 
http://www.csmonitor.com/World/Americas/2016/0418/Ecuador-earthquake-How-serious-is-it 
 
How Brazil, The Darling Of The Developing World, Came Undone 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/the_americas/how-brazil-the-darling-of-the-developing-world-came-
undone/2016/04/14/40ee9356-fab4-11e5-813a-90ab563f0dde_story.html?tid=pm_world_pop_b 
 
Stunning Fact About Corruption In Brazil Helps Explain Its Political Crisis 
http://www.vox.com/2016/4/18/11450222/dilma-rousseff-impeachment-statistic 
 
Flame For Rio 2016 Olympics Is Lit Amid Political Crisis In Brazil 
http://www.foxnews.com/sports/2016/04/21/flame-for-rio-olympics-is-lit-amid-political-crisis-in-brazil.html 
http://www.cbc.ca/sports/olympics/summer/rio-olympics-brazil-crisis-1.3503701 
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CUBA 
Over 1,000 Migrants, Mostly Cuban, Storm Costa Rica Border With Panama 
http://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2016/04/14/world/social-issues-world/1000-migrants-mostly-cuban-storm-costa-rica-border-panama/ 

 
Nine Guantanamo Detainees Transferred To Saudi Arabia 
http://www.cnn.com/2016/04/16/politics/guantanamo-detainees-transfer/ 
 
Watch: Fidel Castro Gave What He Said May Be His Last Speech 

 
http://qz.com/666319/watch-fidel-castro-gave-what-he-said-may-be-his-last-speech/ 
http://www.reuters.com/article/us-cuba-congress-idUSKCN0XG202 
 
Cuba’s No-Cubans Rule Puts Cruise Lines in Uncharted Waters 
http://gcaptain.com/cubas-no-cubans-rule-puts-cruise-lines-in-uncharted-waters/ 
 

CANADA 
Canadian Held Hostage 6 Months In Philippines Begs For Justin Trudeau's Help 
http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/calgary/john-ridsdel-hostage-trudeau-1.3487367 
 
Canada 'Very Concerned' About Abu Sayyaf Threat in the Philippines To Behead Canadian Hostages 

 
http://www.gmanetwork.com/news/story/563382/news/nation/canada-very-concerned-about-abu-sayyaf-threat-to-behead-canadian-hostages 

http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/saskatchewan/militant-group-threatens-hostages-philippines-april18-1.3541991 
 

MEXICO 
Longest U.S.-Mexico Drugs Tunnel Found In San Diego 

  
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-us-canada-36099336 
http://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-mexico-tunnel-idUSKCN0XH2VN 

http://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2016/04/14/world/social-issues-world/1000-migrants-mostly-cuban-storm-costa-rica-border-panama/
http://www.cnn.com/2016/04/16/politics/guantanamo-detainees-transfer/
http://qz.com/666319/watch-fidel-castro-gave-what-he-said-may-be-his-last-speech/
http://www.reuters.com/article/us-cuba-congress-idUSKCN0XG202
http://gcaptain.com/cubas-no-cubans-rule-puts-cruise-lines-in-uncharted-waters/
http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/calgary/john-ridsdel-hostage-trudeau-1.3487367
http://www.gmanetwork.com/news/story/563382/news/nation/canada-very-concerned-about-abu-sayyaf-threat-to-behead-canadian-hostages
http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/saskatchewan/militant-group-threatens-hostages-philippines-april18-1.3541991
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-us-canada-36099336
http://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-mexico-tunnel-idUSKCN0XH2VN


DoD/U.S. 
4 Injured In Humvee Wreck On New Jersey Turnpike 

 
http://newyork.cbslocal.com/2016/04/14/nj-turnpike-accident/ 
 
Misplaced Goggles Case Reportedly Led To Deadly C-130 Crash In Afghanistan 

 
http://www.stripes.com/news/us/misplaced-goggles-case-led-to-deadly-c-130-crash-in-afghanistan-1.405133 
 
Hawaii Helicopter Crash Recovery Efforts Wrap Up With 3 Marines Still Missing 

 
http://www.stripes.com/news/pacific/hawaii-crash-recovery-efforts-wrap-up-with-3-marines-still-missing-1.404617 
http://www.foxnews.com/us/2016/04/15/remains-9-marines-recovered-after-hawaii-helicopter-crash.html 
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Self Defense or Murder? SGT Derrick Miller Gets Life in Leavenworth for Killing Afghan Insurgent 

 
- Not so clear.  "He also testified that Mr Miller straddled the man, who was lying on his back, before 
shooting him in the head. According to prosecuting attorney Major Matt Calarco, ‘Immediately following 
the event the accused said, ‘I shot him. He was a liar.’’  Mr Calarco said that shooting an unarmed 
Afghan civilian and leaving his body in a latrine is not in accordance with military protocol.  The jury 
deliberated for under three hours before finding Mr Miller guilty. 
- This is nothing more than a dedicated soldier who gets thrown under the proverbial bus by the United 
States Army and chain-of-command more acting along political lines than on the reality of warfare and 
how it is waged in Afghanistan and Iraq. 
- In Afghanistan our own ROE doesn't clear the already stagnant and opaque waters. It doesn't protect 
our soldiers. It protects against political/career embarrassment. If we're not taking the gloves off, then 
we shouldn't be there taking one sucker punch after another. 
- It is ironic that, in some cases, police officers in the U.S. have more relaxed rules of engagement. 
https://www.rallypoint.com/shared-links/self-defense-gets-sgt-derrick-miller-life-in-leavenworth-for-killing-afghan-insurgent 
 
New Rules Allow More Civilian Casualties In Air War Against Islamic State 
http://www.stripes.com/news/middle-east/new-rules-allow-more-civilian-casualties-in-air-war-against-
islamic-state-1.405213 
 
Turks Who Tried To Put Sack Over U.S. Soldier's Head Released 

 
http://www.foxnews.com/world/2016/04/18/two-turkish-youths-detained-after-accosting-us-soldier-at-air-base.html?intcmp=trending 

http://www.stripes.com/news/middle-east/turks-who-tried-to-hood-us-soldier-released-1.404974 
 
Former U.S Defense Contractor Sentenced For Passing Military Secrets To India 
http://www.upi.com/Business_News/Security-Industry/2016/04/14/Former-US-defense-contractor-
sentenced-for-passing-military-secrets-to-India/1291460657835/?spt=sec&or=bn 
 
 

https://www.rallypoint.com/shared-links/self-defense-gets-sgt-derrick-miller-life-in-leavenworth-for-killing-afghan-insurgent
http://www.stripes.com/news/middle-east/new-rules-allow-more-civilian-casualties-in-air-war-against-islamic-state-1.405213
http://www.stripes.com/news/middle-east/new-rules-allow-more-civilian-casualties-in-air-war-against-islamic-state-1.405213
http://www.foxnews.com/world/2016/04/18/two-turkish-youths-detained-after-accosting-us-soldier-at-air-base.html?intcmp=trending
http://www.stripes.com/news/middle-east/turks-who-tried-to-hood-us-soldier-released-1.404974
http://www.upi.com/Business_News/Security-Industry/2016/04/14/Former-US-defense-contractor-sentenced-for-passing-military-secrets-to-India/1291460657835/?spt=sec&or=bn
http://www.upi.com/Business_News/Security-Industry/2016/04/14/Former-US-defense-contractor-sentenced-for-passing-military-secrets-to-India/1291460657835/?spt=sec&or=bn


Understanding Treatment of Mild Traumatic Brain Injury in the Military Health System 

 
http://www.rand.org/pubs/research_reports/RR844.html 
 
Roughly 3 Million Men And Women Served In Vietnam War, Nearly 60,000 Gave Their Lives in the War 

 
http://taskandpurpose.com/10-incredible-photos-heroes-fought-vietnam-war/ 
http://www.history.com/topics/vietnam-war/vietnam-war-history/videos/remembering-vietnam-in-transit 
 
Secretary of Defense Carter Arrives In Iraq For Talks On ISIS Fight 

 
http://www.marinecorpstimes.com/story/military/2016/04/18/carter-iraq-isis-baghdad-visit/83180498/ 
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Carter: Next Steps in Iraq ISIL Fight Include More Troops, Military Equipment 
http://www.defense.gov/News-Article-View/Article/737764/carter-next-steps-in-iraq-isil-fight-include-
more-troops-military-equipment 
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-us-canada-36075452 
 
President Obama Sending More U.S. Troops, Helicopters To Help Iraq Retake Mosul 

 
http://www.voanews.com/content/us-secretary-of-defense-visits-iraq/3290079.html 
http://www.usnews.com/news/articles/2016-04-18/us-pledges-more-troops-weapons-money-to-fight-
isis-in-iraq 
 
U.S. to Send Military Advisers Closer to Front Lines of ISIS Fight in Iraq 

 
http://www.stripes.com/news/middle-east/iraq-reinforcements-to-bring-us-troops-closer-to-frontlines-
1.405023 
http://www.nytimes.com/2016/04/19/world/middleeast/obama-isis-iraq.html 
 
Number of U.S. Troops in Iraq Keeps Creeping Upward 
On June 15, 2014, President Obama told Congress he was ordering “up to approximately 275 U.S. Armed 
Forces personnel” to Iraq to fight ISIS. They would “remain in Iraq until the security situation becomes 
such that it is no longer needed.”  Today, nearly 5,000 U.S. Military Personnel are there, readying for fight to 
retake ISIS stronghold of Mosul. 
http://time.com/4298318/iraq-us-troops-barack-obama-mosul-isis/ 
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Sending More U.S. Troops To Iraq Fits A 2-Year Pattern 
http://www.stripes.com/news/middle-east/sending-more-us-troops-to-iraq-fits-a-2-year-pattern-
1.405237 
 
National Security Advisor Susan Rice Details U.S. Whole-Of-Government Approach To Defeating ISIL: 
‘ISIL Does Not Represent Islam, They Are Simply A Twisted Network Of Murderers And Maniacs’ 

 
National Security Advisor Susan Rice told the Air Force Academy cadets and faculty that defeating ISIL is 
“at the very top of President Obama’s agenda.” 
While the terror group is not an existential threat to the United States, she said, it is a danger to 
Americans and U.S. allies around the globe. Rice pointed to the ISIL attacks in Brussels, Paris, Istanbul, 
San Bernardino, Jakarta, Nigeria and others. She also highlighted ISIL in Syria and Iraq and the danger it 
poses to millions of people under its rule. 
ISIL is an enormous danger to civilians in the region and is an incredibly destabilizing force in the Middle 
East, she said, but members of the group are not 10 feet tall. 
“This is not World War III or the much-hyped clash of civilizations,” Rice said. “On the contrary, we 
alienate our Muslim friends and allies -- and dishonor the countless Muslim victims of ISIL’s brutality -- 
when people recklessly and wrongly cast ISIL as somehow representative of one of the world’s largest 
religions.” 
ISIL is simply “a twisted network of murderers and maniacs, and they must be rooted out, hunted down 
and destroyed,” she said, and all aspects of the U.S. government are part of the process to stop them. 
http://www.defense.gov/News-Article-View/Article/722259/rice-details-us-whole-of-government-
approach-to-defeating-isil 
 
Is ISIS Faithful to Islam? Do the Roots of Jihad Lie in the Quran? 
Yet when “moderate, peaceful Muslims” were called to testify as defense witnesses, says McCarthy, 
they could not contradict the Blind Sheikh’s claim that he had correctly interpreted the Quran.  The 
questions that arise are crucial. 
http://buchanan.org/blog/isis-faithful-islam-125039 
https://pjmedia.com/homeland-security/2016/04/07/terrorism-isis-or-islam/ 
https://sofrep.com/50709/roots-jihad-lie-quran/ 
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Strategic Amnesia And ISIS: Forgetting History's Hard Lessons In Iraq 

 
http://nationalinterest.org/feature/strategic-amnesia-isis-15868 
 
America Can’t Do Much About ISIS: That Leaves Patience, Containment, And Humanitarian Aid As The 
Least-Bad Policies While Waiting For This Awful War To Play Itself Out 

 
http://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2016/04/isis-containment-civil-war/478725/ 
 
President Obama Misses Muslim Immigrant Threat: One of the Brussels Killers Was a ‘Refugee’ 

 
http://www.newsmax.com/Murdock/Immigrants-Refugees/2016/04/15/id/724128/ 
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Obama’s Record As Commander-In-Chief, By The Numbers: While America’s Military Footprint Abroad 
Is Fainter Today, It’s Also More Dispersed 

 
http://www.defenseone.com/ideas/2016/03/obamas-record-commander-chief-numbers/127122/?oref=d-dontmiss 
 
Vox Interviews SecDef Ash Carter: Are Global Lines Of Military Deterrence Blurring?  New Norms Are 
Forming 

 
http://www.vox.com/2016/4/13/11421728/ash-carter-video-deterrence 
 
Balancing War Readiness, Ship and Weapons Manufacturing, and Funding 

 
Today, while China’s sixty major shipyards are working overtime to churn out submarine wolf packs and 
all of the various chess pieces that comprise carrier strike groups, many of their U.S. counterparts are 
either gathering dust, consolidating, or already closed down. 
http://nationalinterest.org/blog/the-buzz/one-big-reason-america-isnt-ready-world-war-three-15847 
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End The Czars: A No-Nonsense Approach to Security: Alternatives Are Not Equivalents 
http://nationalinterest.org/feature/kill-the-czars-no-nonsense-approach-security-15864 
 
Colin Powell Remembers Desert Storm, ‘First Days Of A Ground War Are Always Tricky Because You 
Think You Know Everything’ 

 
http://content.yudu.com/web/y5b2/0A1o81t/201601January/flash/resources/64.htm 
http://www.moaa.org/Content/Publications-and-Media/Features-and-Columns/MOAA-Features/Colin-
Powell-Remembers-Desert-Storm-25-years-later.aspx?list=4294967917&cat=4294967326 
 
Largest U.S. Tank Battle Lasted Mere Minutes 

 
http://www.stripes.com/news/special-reports/the-gulf-war-25-year-anniversary/medina-ridge 
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Memo to a New President: How Best to Organize the National Security Council 

 
http://www.heritage.org/research/reports/2016/04/memo-to-a-new-president-how-best-to-organize-
the-national-security-council 
 
How The Next U.S. President Should Manage Russia: Putin Looks Likely To Remain President Of A 
Resurgent Russia Until At Least 2024 
http://blogs.reuters.com/great-debate/2016/04/13/how-the-next-u-s-president-should-manage-russia/ 
 
Warring Tribes Studying War and Peace 
http://warontherocks.com/2016/04/warring-tribes-studying-war-and-peace/ 
 
It’s Time to Start Talking About American Exceptionalism Again 

 
http://warontherocks.com/2016/04/its-time-to-start-talking-about-american-exceptionalism-again/ 
 
Waste in DoD’s Budget 
http://original.antiwar.com/engelhardt/2016/04/10/waste-us-military/ 
 
Don’t Blame A Weaker Military On Money: Dod Cannot Account For The Hundreds Of Billions Of 
Dollars A Year It Spends 
http://nationalinterest.org/blog/the-skeptics/dont-blame-weaker-military-money-15867 
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http://nationalinterest.org/blog/the-skeptics/dont-blame-weaker-military-money-15867


Top-Ranking Intelligence Officials Are Reviewing Secret 9/11 Material 

 
http://www.news.com.au/travel/travel-updates/incidents/topranking-intelligence-officials-are-
reviewing-secret-911-material/news-story/f2c1de05258171166288ce564f796526 
 
Sept. 11 Families Upset By White House Effort To Derail Bill 
http://www.stripes.com/news/us/sept-11-families-upset-by-white-house-effort-to-derail-bill-1.405209 
 
28 Pages: The Controversy Over Saudi Arabia And 9/11, Explained 

 
http://www.vox.com/2016/4/20/11454968/28-pages-saudi-arabia-911 
http://www.newsweek.com/saudi-arabia-911-george-w-bush-barack-obama-prince-bandar-bin-sultan-bob-297170?piano_t=1 
 
9/11: Mainstream Media Forced to Report Saudi Link 
http://www.infowars.com/mainstream-media-says-saudi-arabia-linked-to-911/ 
 
What's in the Missing 28 Pages From the 9/11 Inquiry? 
http://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/what-s-missing-28-pages-9-11-inquiry-n558596 
 
9/11 Commissioner Urging Release Of Report’s 28 Secret Pages 

 
http://www.pbs.org/newshour/rundown/911-commissioner-urging-release-of-reports-28-secret-pages/ 
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Why Obama Should Veto the Saudi 9/11 Bill 

 
It would be satisfying to watch terror victims haul billionaire princes into court. But what about the 
consequences? 
http://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2016/04/obama-veto-saudi-terrorism/479112/ 
 
Saudi Arabia to Sell Billions in U.S. Assets if 9/11 Bill Passes: NYT 
http://www.newsweek.com/saudi-arabia-threatens-sell-us-assets-911-bill-passes-
448688?rel=most_read1 
 
Saudi U.S. Selloff Threat Not To Be Trifled With 
http://blogs.reuters.com/breakingviews/2016/04/20/saudi-u-s-selloff-threat-not-to-be-trifled-with/ 
 
What Have the Saudis Done For Us Lately? 
http://www.nationalinterest.org/blog/paul-pillar/what-have-the-saudis-done-us-lately-15848 
 
Presidential Candidate Hillary Clinton Pledges To Halt Trans-Pacific Partnership After She Helped 
Negotiate It As Secretary Of State, ‘The Completed Deal Didn’t Meet The High Bar I Have Set’ 
http://www.marketwatch.com/story/clinton-pledges-to-halt-trade-deals-that-hurt-us-workers-2016-04-19 
 
U.S. Cuts Hardship Pay For Civilian Staff Outside South Korean Capital 
In an unusual move, the U.S. has eliminated the post hardship differential allowance for some 2,800 
Korea-based civilian government employees stationed outside the Seoul metropolitan area, according to 
a memo obtained by Stars and Stripes. 
http://www.stripes.com/news/pacific/us-cuts-hardship-pay-for-civilian-staff-outside-south-korean-
capital-1.405151 
 
South Korea Added To List Of U.S. Posts Approved For Same-Sex Couples 
http://www.stripes.com/news/pacific/south-korea-added-to-list-of-us-posts-approved-for-same-sex-
couples-1.405145 
 
In A Changing U.S. Army, Turbans And Hijabs Allowed 
http://www.csmonitor.com/USA/Military/2016/0415/In-a-changing-US-Army-turbans-and-hijabs-
allowed 
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Navy Secretary Takes Women-In-Combat Message To Troops, ‘We Are A Stronger Corps Because Of 
Every Time We’ve Become A More Diverse Corps’ 

 
Mabus returned again and again to what appeared to be his main message for the Marines: Physical 
standards won’t drop to make way for women.  It’s something that critics have predicted will be 
inevitable, given what is expected to be political pressure to make sure women succeed. 
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/news/2016/apr/12/mabus-marines-women-combat-pendleton-
speech/ 
 
Male Leaders Will Make Or Break The Army's Combat Integration Of Women 

 
http://www.armytimes.com/story/opinion/2016/04/19/male-leaders-make-break-armys-combat-
integration-women/83240616/ 
 
Army Calls Enlisted Women to Fill Infantry, Armor And 12 Other Combat Jobs 
http://www.armytimes.com/story/military/careers/army/enlisted/2016/04/04/army-seeks-enlisted-
women-infantry-armor-and-12-other-combat-jobs/82619642/ 
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22 Women To Join Army’s Infantry, Armor Branches As Officers 

 
Each will have to spend months passing additional job-specific training and meet a series of physical requirements 
before they are assigned to a unit to serve as platoon leaders.  “We’re not going to turn our back on 50 percent of 
the population,” acting Army Secretary Patrick J. Murphy said. “We are opening up every occupation to women. I 
think that’s pretty historic.”  Seven of the women will commission through West Point when they graduate May 
17. Another 14 will come through ROTC programs at several universities across the nation. One will commission 
through Officer Candidate School, according to Army officials. Nine of the women will join the infantry and 13 will 
serve as armor officers, according to an Army statement. 
http://www.stripes.com/news/army/22-women-to-join-army-s-infantry-armor-branches-as-officers-1.404715 
 
First Female Marine Applies To Join The Infantry 

 
http://www.marinecorpstimes.com/story/military/2016/04/15/first-female-marine-applies-join-infantry/83073068/ 
 
In Marines' New Fitness Plan, Pullups For Women Won't Be Mandatory But Will be For Men, ‘Some 
Current Standards Are Either Not Relevant, Not Challenging Or Not Attainable’ 

 
Data collected in 2013 found that 55 percent of female recruits couldn’t meet the minimum 
requirement. A study of 318 female Marines found that the women could complete 1.63 pullups on 
average. Roughly 20 percent of those Marines could only hit three pullups if they used their lower 
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bodies in a "kipping" motion.  At that point, the Marine Corps allowed women to choose between 
pullups and the flexed-arm hang as officials developed a new plan. The transition was further extended 
when leadership decided to hold off on any decision until the three-year Women in Service Review 
wrapped up in 2015. In November, Neller directed top leaders to conduct a full review of the service’s 
fitness and body composition standards, which led to this latest proposal.  Some say the proposed 
test would allow women the option to forgo the exercise if they still haven't quite mastered pullups.  “I 
think this is a great way to implement the change as it gives an incentive to increase a score without the 
fear of failing the PFT," 
http://www.marinecorpstimes.com/story/military/2016/04/18/marines-new-fitness-plan-pullups-
women-wont-mandatory/82793128/ 
 
Navy Seals Are Now Open To Women But No One Has Stepped Forward 

 
http://www.navytimes.com/story/military/2016/04/19/navy-seals-now-open-women-but-none-has-stepped-forward/82982558/ 

 
Will Gender-Integration Enhance Or Endanger Combat Fighters’ Lives And Missions Against 
Overwhelmingly Male Adversaries? (videos) 

 
PHYSIOLOGICAL DIFFERENCES BETWEEN THE SEXES (Army Physical Fitness Field Manual) 
SIZE 
The average 18- year-old man is 70.2 inches tall and weighs 144.8 pounds, whereas the average woman 
of the same age is 64.4 inches tall and weighs 126.6 pounds. This difference in size affects the absolute 
amount of physical work that can be performed by men and women. 
MUSCLES 
Men have 50 percent greater total muscle mass, based on weight, than do women. A woman who is the 
same size as her male counterpart is generally only 80 percent as strong. Therefore, men usually have an 
advantage in strength, speed, and power over women. 
FAT 
Women carry about 10 percentage points more body fat than do men of the same age. Men accumulate 
fat primarily in the back, chest, and abdomen; women gain fat in the buttocks, arms, and thighs. Also, 
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because the center of gravity is lower in women than in men, women must overcome more resistance in 
activities that require movement of the lower body. 
BONES 
Women have less bone mass than men, but their pelvic structure is wider. This difference gives men an 
advantage in running efficiency. 
HEART SIZE AND RATE 
The average woman’s heart is 25 percent smaller than the average man’s. Thus, the man’s heart can pump more 
blood with each beat. The larger heart size contributes to the slower resting heart rate (five to eight beats a 
minute slower) in males. This lower rate is evident both at rest and at any given level of submaximal exercise. Thus, 
for any given work rate, the faster heart rate means that most women will become fatigued sooner than men. 
FLEXIBILITY 
Women generally are more flexible than men. 
LUNGS 
The lung capacity of men is 25 to 30 percent greater than that of women. This gives men still another 
advantage in the processing of oxygen and in doing aerobic work such as running. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q_THrH06h2U 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rRfCpQx_FDE&nohtml5=False 
http://www.weeklystandard.com/obama-admins-ruling-on-women-in-combat-will-endanger-marines/article/2000095 
 
Navy Secretary To Marines: Women In Combat Is Irreversible: Marine General To Senators ‘A Decision 
Has Been Made But Hope Is Not A Course Of Action On The Battlefield’ 
http://abcnews.go.com/US/wireStory/navy-secretary-discuss-women-combat-camp-pendleton-38324946 
 
Norfolk Shooting: Assailant Disarmed a Female Navy Military Sentry and Used Her Gun to Shoot the 
Master at Arms 

 
http://taskandpurpose.com/unsung-heroes-the-sailor-who-died-a-hero-after-base-failures-let-someone-through-the-gate/ 
 
Policewoman Under Attack By Burundi Protesters Defended By Policemen 
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http://in.reuters.com/news/picture/police-woman-under-mob-attack?articleId=INRTX1CLK1 
http://in.reuters.com/video/2015/05/12/burundi-protesters-beat-up-police-office?videoId=364198538&videoChannel=117460 
 
Islamic Terrorist, Convicted In 2008 Plot To Murder Iraqi PM, Stabbed and Seriously Wounds A 
Policewoman In Western Berlin Before Being Shot Dead By Her Fellow Policeman 

  
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/europe/germany/11872727/Islamic-terrorist-shot-dead-
after-Berlin-attack-on-policewoman.html 
 
World-Renowned Israeli Military Theorist Martin Van Creveld: ‘Don’t Point To IDF As Shining Beacon 
For Integration Of Women In Combat - Due To Injuries And Physical Capability No Women Serve In 
Main Israeli Combat Units - Beware Of Gender-Norming’ 
Currently, the active-duty force is about 30 percent female, or 58,000, and the number of fighters stands 
at around 1,593, which means less than 3 percent actually serve in combat units. 
But not all combat units are equal, van Creveld said, and the inclusion of women has serious 
repercussions for the force as a whole. 
 
“Women’s inferiority to men in respect to physical strength, aerobic capacity, endurance and, above all, 
robustness, is obvious to all,” van Creveld said. “The price is paid by their male colleagues; when a 
female trainee in a mixed unit breaks down, as often happens, guess who is going to carry her and/or 
her weapons and pack? But the price women have paid for serving in “combat” units has been much 
higher. Many of the documents in question are classified so as to avoid angering Israeli feminists, an 
aggressive and often obnoxious lot, by presenting them with the facts.” 
 
In fact, these feminists have encouraged women in combat units to file suits against the Israeli military 
for injuries sustained.  Due to injuries and physical incompetence, “Neither the infantry, nor the 
armored corps, nor the engineers, nor the special units, which between them form the bulk of the IDF’s 
‘teeth,’ have any women at all.” 
Integration in Israel, has already resulted in “‘gender norming’ and, with it, falling standards which, in 
case of war, could be dangerous.” 
http://dailycaller.com/2016/04/18/israeli-military-theorist-female-idf-combat-troops-are-inferior/ 
 
Navy Scraps Mailer Over Sexism Accusations 
http://www.navytimes.com/story/military/2016/04/19/navy-mailer-sexism-accusations/83237580/ 
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U.S. Military Accused of 26,000 Sexual Assaults in 2102, But Today Congressional Reports Only Cite 
12,000 Sexual Assaults Over Four Years Between 2010-2013:  Total DoD Convictions Every Year—Even 
Under Increased Congressional Scrutiny—Still in the Low Hundreds 

 
(USA Today, May 2013) Pentagon estimates of how many troops are sexually assaulted show the 
numbers increased by 35% since 2010, from 19,300 service members believed to be victims that year to 
26,000 in 2012, according to a Defense Department survey released Tuesday. 
http://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation/2013/05/07/military-sexual-assaults/2140835/ 
(Washington Post, April 2016) The 93 cases Winnefeld spoke about accounted for less than 1 percent of 
the more than 12,000 sexual-assault reports in the military between 2010 and 2013, according to the 
report. 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/checkpoint/wp/2016/04/19/to-stop-bill-that-would-reform-
military-justice-system-pentagon-misled-congress-report-says/?tid=pm_world_pop_b 
 
Exploiting Sexual Assault in the Military 
http://www.cmrlink.org/content/sex-scandals/37627/exploiting_sexual_assault_in_the_military 
 
GI Bill BAH Cut Would Force Some Families to 'Reevaluate our Budget' 
http://www.military.com/daily-news/2016/04/21/gi-bill-bah-cut-would-force-some-families-reevaluate-
our-budget.html 
 
Troops' Kids Face Deep Cut In GI Bill Housing Stipend 
http://www.militarytimes.com/story/veterans/best-for-vets/education/2016/02/08/proposal-cuts-
dependents-gi-bill-housing-stipend-half-house-vote-expected-tuesday/80026990/ 
 
Some Vets Groups Back Curbing Kids' GI Bill BAH to Fund Other Programs 
http://www.military.com/daily-news/2016/04/21/some-vets-groups-back-cutting-kids-gi-bill-bah-fund-
programs.html 
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Veterans, Lawmakers Decry Proposed Cuts To GI Bill 

 
Despite the GI Bill’s popularity, the House cut a section of the benefits in February to pay for a massive 
veteran reform package and the Senate is now weighing whether to take up the measure.  “When we 
ask our troops to make a promise to us to run into battle, we don’t accept it when they turn around and 
say, ‘You know what, now that the bullets are flying the cost is a little bit high,” Rep. Tammy Duckworth, 
D-Ill., said. “So how dare we decide years later after we’ve made this promise, after people have enlisted 
or stayed in the military partly partially because of this benefit, to say, ‘You know what, we decide it’s 
too expensive, you cost us too much.’” 
http://www.stripes.com/news/veterans-lawmakers-decry-proposed-cuts-to-gi-bill-1.404570 
 
USS Pueblo Still Held By North Korea: A History Lesson On The Vessel 

 
Richard Rogala was among 82 crew members who spent 11 months as a prisoner of war.  Rogala 
encourages residents to contact their representatives in Congress to push for the return of the Pueblo.  
The USS Pueblo was captured along with its crew 48 years ago. Those on board were eventually released 
but North Korea still holds the ship today. 
http://fox11online.com/news/local/lakeshore/uss-pueblo-still-held-by-north-korea-a-history-lesson-on-the-vessel 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/national-security/uss-pueblo-sailors-tortured-in-north-korea-
see-new-hope-for-compensation/2016/01/04/a5dbee7e-b2ef-11e5-a842-0feb51d1d124_story.html 
http://www.csmonitor.com/World/Latest-News-Wires/2013/0725/USS-Pueblo-North-Korea-expected-
to-unveil-US-captured-spy-ship-this-week 
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What Types Of Troop Parachutes Does The U.S. Army Use? 

 
https://capewellcorp.wordpress.com/2013/06/03/what-types-of-troop-parachutes-does-the-us-army-use/ 
 
The U.S.: A Nation With 360 Seaports 
http://maritime-executive.com/features/a-nation-with-360-ports 
 

TECHNOLOGY 
A 15-Ton Computer Aims To Provide Clean Water, Electricity, And The Internet To Thousands Of 
Africans 

 
The creators of Watly, a 15-ton multitasking thermal dynamic computer, believe their machine could help address 
three developmental challenges in Africa in one go: clean water, electricity and internet connectivity.  The 
project—which is only in its prototype stage—aims to offer its machines as a solution to the infrastructural 
problems that communities all over Africa face. 
http://qz.com/661983/a-15-ton-computer-aims-to-provide-clean-water-electricity-and-the-internet-to-thousands-of-africans/ 
 
British University Tests Drones That Scan For Evidence Of Landmines 
http://www.popsci.com/british-university-tests-drones-that-can-scan-for-evidence-landmines 
 
The Flyboard Air Hoverboard Lifts Riders High Through The Sky 

 
http://www.nextgov.com/emerging-tech/2016/04/video-hoverboard-weve-been-waiting/127457/?oref=ng-channelriver 
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Rolls-Royce Reveals Latest Vision for Drone Ships: ‘This Is Happening’ 
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Is Anti-Muslim Rhetoric Is a National Security Threat? 
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Senate Passes Bill That Would Boost Airport Security 
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OPM Seeking Social Media Tracking for Background Investigation Checks 
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Connecticut Judge Won’t Dismiss Sandy Hook Lawsuit Against Gun Manufacturers 
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school-massacre 
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Drone Strikes British Airways Flight On Approach To Heathrow Airport 
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http://www.maritime-executive.com/article/terrorists-on-the-ocean-sea-monsters-of-the-21st-century 
 
Countering ISIL Requires a Stronger U.S.-Coalition Strategy 
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How Should the World Respond to Terrorism? 

 
http://www.defenseone.com/ideas/2016/04/how-should-world-respond-terrorism/127196/?oref=d-dontmiss 
 
160 Countries Expected to Sign Paris Climate Deal On Friday 

 
About 160 countries are expected to sign the Paris Agreement on climate change Friday in a symbolic 
triumph for a landmark deal that once seemed unlikely but now appears on track to enter into force 
years ahead of schedule. 
http://abcnews.go.com/US/wireStory/paris-climate-deal-track-early-start-38559897 
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http://www.bbc.com/news/business-36049817 
 
Panama Papers Fallout: Pakistan Army Chief Sacks 12 Officers For Graft 
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http://www.pdc.org 
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Joint Typhoon Warning Center http://www.usno.navy.mil/JTWC/ 
Japan's Meteorological Agency http://www.jma.go.jp/en/typh/ 
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NASA Storm Tracking http://www.nasa.gov/mission_pages/hurricanes/main/index.html 
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EARTHQUAKES 
USGS http://earthquake.usgs.gov/earthquakes/map/ 
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