
(UNCLASIFIED//FOUO) Paladin South J2 comment:  The above information is commonly known TTPs used by adversary forces 

to target or avoid collateral damage to local nationals, host nation police forces (ANSF, ABP, AUP, ALP, etc), US, Allied, and 

Coalition Forces with IEDs. These techniques vary depending on the village, district, and provincial areas, however all have been 

seen within Afghanistan.    
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Flags of various colors have been used by INS IOT 

mark IED locations of IEDs.  Often the site near the 

flag is booby trapped with IEDs.  

Unnatural lines or stacks of items such as rocks, 

sticks, pipe, across a path is a marking technique 

both INS and villagers to avoid collateral damage to 

local nationals 

Suspended rope, has been placed over a route at a 

vulnerable area, indicating an IED had been 

emplaced.  

Spray painted trees, wadi walls, or painted lettering 

can also serve as INS marking  techniques.   

INS use cloth, ribbon, and tape tied around tree or 

bushes IOT mark areas where IEDs have been 

emplaced.  

Writing and 

markings 

may also 

be found 

on T-walls,  

rocks, 

vehicle 

fragments, 

etc 

Cut bark off the tree used 

as a IED marking 

technique 
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