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SUBJECT:  NCO Sword Authorization for ARNG Units Conducting Change of Responsibility Ceremonies.

1.  Purpose.  To provide an overview of ARNG’s new CTA authorization to maintain and use the Model 1840 NCO Sword for Change of Responsibility Ceremonies.  

2.  BLUF – ARNG units are now authorized to maintain and use the model 1840 sword, with scabbard (LIN 87793N) during change of responsibility ceremonies. 
3.  Background.  

a. The change of responsibility ceremony is one of the most important leader ceremonies in the military.  The incorporation of the NCO sword adds critical relevance to this importance. Unfortunately, when the CTA 50-900 was updated to reflect unit authorization to maintain a ceremonial sword the ARNG was overlooked.
b. A request for change to the CTA was submitted in Jan 2009.  Justification was demonstrated through FM 7-21.13:  "Narrator: At this time CPT (name) joins First Sergeant (outgoing First Sergeant) and First Sergeant (incoming First Sergeant) for the passing of the noncommissioned officers sword", which seemed to provide a basis for the allowance for the sword.
c. ARNG received notification on 31 March that the request for change to the CTA had been approved.  Notification to the field began immediately.

4. Current Perspective.  

a. The authorization has been added to Table 5 (ceremonial unit allowances) of CTA 50-900 and applies “per unit conducting change of responsibility ceremonies” IAW FM 7-21.13.  Table 5 is shown below;
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b. The sword is a stock funded item but must be locally purchased.   SLAMIS information states the following:
	Model Number
	Manufacturer
	Unit of Issue
	Unit Price

	1840 (34")
	WKC 
	EA
	370


c. The Management Control Number (MCN) is 8465-01-C05-4163.  Line Item Number (LIN) is 87793N.
5. Conclusion. 


Adding the sword to this important Leadership ceremony has been a top priority for the ARNG’s senior enlisted Soldier, CSM Gipe, and keeps the Citizen Soldier in line with their Active counterparts.   
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