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SUBJECT: Ammonium Nitrate Test Kit. 

1.  OBSERVATION: The Department of Homeland Security provided several hundred Ammonium Nitrate field test kits to the 2nd Squadron, 38th Cavalry Regiment.  The kit provides a simple field expedient method to test suspect material.  It is available through the U.S. supply system from Field Forensics. 

2.  DISCUSSION:   The IDEX-002 Identifier for Ammonium Nitrate (AN) is an excellent field test kit for units that interdict suspected AN in the field or at check points throughout Afghanistan. 
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The IDEX-002 Ammonium Nitrate field tester is a compact field test kit that provides positive results within minutes.  The instructions are clear and the kit is easy to use at a check point or other field site.  It is available by ordering it with NSN 6665-01-590-6641.  It easily fits in a shirt pocket.
During check point operations Coalition Forces often interdict trucks with suspicious cargo.  These trucks often have explosives or the materials for Homemade Explosives (HME) in them or in hidden compartments within the vehicle.  While many Soldiers quickly learn to identify AN by sight, in the very near future and with “evidence based operations” beginning, the ability to document the find with more than just photographs will increase the chances the Afghan government will prosecute cases of AN smuggling in court.  Use of the kit will provide a chemical test that should be admissible in court proceedings in order to convict smugglers and detain them.  It also provides an excellent tool for Soldiers when they arrive in theater and must confirm their suspicions.  

3. LESSON LEARNED:  The use of a low cost test kit will help Soldiers positively identify AN or other explosive precursors.  Field Forensics also has several other test kits which have their own NSNs for ordering.  Units can research the available kits at www.fieldforensics.com. National Stock Numbers are listed on the web page.  This can be used initially in home station and combat training centers before deployment.  Once the Soldiers can identify AN by sight, it can be used as a confirmation of their suspicions and as further evidence when a smuggler is detained by Afghan authorities. 
4.  RECOMMENDATION:  Units acquire and train on the IDEX-002.  Units should also discuss this technology in Key Leader Engagements with Afghan National Security Forces and convince them to use this in order to build a solid legal case against detainees who transport AN into the country.  The kit is very small, inexpensive and available with NSN 6665-01-590-6641.  As the Afghan government moves toward a more robust “rule of law” this test kit provides another piece of evidence for prosecution of crimes against the Afghan people. 

5.  POC is LTC Woodard, DSN 318-421-8061, timothy.woodard@afghan.swa.army.mil.
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