DCT-MT		Practical Area Facilitator’s Guide
Ground Sign Awareness (GSA) Practical Exercise (Day 2)

General Description of the Practical Exercise
Ground Sign Awareness (GSA) is a Practical Exercise (PE) designed to improve basic concepts including identifying and detecting ground signs created by IED emplacement.   The instructor/facilitator will lead this PE, and will set up the lane/s as necessary.  The Soldiers will be organized into squad and will identify the seven ground signs as they walk through the lane/s. When the Soldier detects a ground sign, the instructor will confirm or deny the presence of the ground sign and add insight based on common enemy TTPs as necessary.  The GSA PE will run for approximately 50 minutes per iteration.  The task is complete when the Soldiers can name and identify all of the ground signs on the PE lane.

Prior to the Start (Prep Time: 1 hr)
The instructor will:
1. Prepare: Select a suitable location on a trail or road with a minimum distance of 300m to use as the PE lane.  
1. Setup: The GSA PE may take up to one hour to set up. Place 14 ground signs on the lane (2 of each).  Use trash as discardables, IED components such as wire, and pressure plate.  Use a pick and shovel to set up the lane.  Place the following ground signs on the lane: discardables, color change, regularity, transference, flattening, disturbance, and markers.  Tie in the ground signs with the available terrain as much as possible and relate the ground signs on common enemy IED emplacement TTPs.
1. Brief - Tell the Soldiers the following: “Concealment of an IED will inevitably leave an element of ground sign.  Identifying these indicators left behind by the insurgents will enhance your threat assessment and target process.  The following are the common categories that we use to break Ground Sign down: discardables, color changes, regularity, transference, flattening, disturbance, and markers. During this PE you will identify and describe the ground signs on the lane. Tie these ground signs into the terrain as much as possible.” 
1. Notify: Make sure the Soldiers have a clear understanding of the seven ground sign, and the minimal resources needed to set up the GSA PE for their units as a DCT-MT graduates.
Performance Learning Objectives (The Learner will…)
Identify 7 out of 10 Indicators of an IED as prescribed in the practical exercise to reduce the probability of injury to personnel or damage to equipment.
Critical Learning Points (The Learner will…)
1. know how to identify ground signs, i.e. discardables, color change, regularity, transference, flattening, disturbance, and markers using proper searching/scanning techniques.
2. know how to tie in the ground signs to terrain and enemy IED emplacement TTPs.
3. understand how to resource and set up the GSA PE.
Safety Precautions:
1. Safety must be paramount in the complex outdoor environment and is everyone's responsibility. 
1. During the training process, instructors will utilize the 5-Step Risk Management process to determine the safest and most complete method to train. Every precaution will be taken in the field conditions given. 
1. The instructor will brief the Soldiers on for outdoor contingencies (i.e. rally points, severe weather, WBGT/Kestrel set up, etc).

Equipment (This is the total equipment needed for the PE)
	Shovel

	Pick

	Trash for discardables

	IED components



Other
	Suitable training area



Squad Rotation Schedule (Completion: 50 min/Reset: 10 min per iteration)
	Iteration
	Station 1
Observation
	Station 2
Ground Sign Awareness
	Station 3
Hasty and Deliberate Emplacement

	1
	Squad 1
	Squad 2
	Squad 3

	2
	Squad 3
	Squad 1
	Squad 2

	3
	Squad 2
	Squad 3
	Squad 1


NOTE: This Facilitator Guide is linked to Day 2 Hasty and Deliberate Emplacement Facilitator Guide.
Diagram or Picture of Practical Problem Setup:
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            Section of road or trail

SP- Start Point
EP- End Point
X – Ground Signs

* Ground Signs DO NOT have to be evenly dispersed at the above diagram.
* This is a sample diagram, modify as necessary.
