
ALARACT 250/2014  
 
DTG:  R 171943Z NOV 14 
 
UNCLAS 
 
SUBJ/ALARACT 250/2014 - EXTENDING BENEFITS TO SAME-SEX SPOUSES OF 
SOLDIERS 
 
THIS MESSAGE HAS BEEN TRANSMITTED BY USAITA ON BEHALF OF HQDA DCS 
G1//DAPE-PR// 
 
1. REFERENCES: 
 
1.A. MEMORANDUM, SECRETARY OF DEFENSE, 13 AUG 13, SUBJECT: 
EXTENDING BENEFITS TO THE SAME-SEX SPOUSES OF MILITARY MEMBERS. 
 
1.B. MEMORANDUM, UNDER SECRETARY OF DEFENSE, 13 AUG 13, 
SUBJECT:  FURTHER GUIDANCE ON EXTENDING BENEFITS TO SAME-SEX 
SPOUSES OF MILITARY MEMBERS. 
 
1.C. MEMORANDUM, UNDER SECRETARY OF DEFENSE, 4 SEP 13, SUBJECT: 
CLARIFYING POLICY - ADMINISTRATIVE ABSENCE TO OBTAIN A LEGAL 
MARRIAGE. 
 
1.D. ALARACT 345/2013, 311806Z DEC 13, EXTENDING BENEFITS TO SAME-SEX 
SPOUSES OF SOLDIERS IS HEREBY SUPERSEDED. 
 
1.E. ARMY DIRECTIVE 2013-24 EXTENDING BENEFITS TO SAME-SEX 
SPOUSES OF SOLDIERS. 
 
1.F. MEMORANDUM, ASSISTANT CHIEF OF STAFF FOR INSTALLATION 
MANAGEMENT, 28 OCT 13, CLARIFYING ARMY HOUSING POLICY FOR MILITARY 
PERSONNEL IN SAME-SEX MARRIAGES. 
 
2. PURPOSE: THIS MESSAGE PROVIDES IMPLEMENTATION GUIDANCE FOR 
REFERENCE A; ADDITIONALLY, REFERENCE D IS HEREBY RESCINDED. 
 
3. APPLICABILITY:  APPLICABLE TO ALL SOLDIERS TO INCLUDE THE ACTIVE 



ARMY, UNITED STATES ARMY RESERVES (USAR) AND THE ARMY NATIONAL 
GUARD. 
 
4. SOLDIERS AND COMMANDERS WILL TREAT ALL MARRIED SOLDIERS 
EQUALLY. EACH SOLDIER IS RESPONSIBLE FOR UPDATING HIS/HER 
PERSONNEL RECORD WITH THE APPROPRIATE SPOUSE INFORMATION.  
WHERE APPLICABLE, EACH SOLDIER IS RESPONSIBLE FOR ENROLLING 
ELIGIBLE SPOUSES AND DEPENDENTS IN APPLICABLE ARMY PROGRAMS (I.E., 
MARRIED ARMY COUPLES PROGRAM, EXCEPTIONAL FAMILY MEMBER 
PROGRAM, ETC). 
 
5. ADMINISTRATIVE ABSENCE TO OBTAIN A LEGAL MARRIAGE: 
 
5.A. IAW REF A, COMMANDERS OR DESIGNEES EXERCISING AUTHORITY TO 
APPROVE LEAVE MAY AUTHORIZE AN ADMINISTRATIVE ABSENCE,  
NONCHARGEABLE AS LEAVE, FOR ELIGIBLE SOLDIERS TO TRAVEL TO A 
NEARBY JURISDITION TO OBTAIN A LEGAL MARRIAGE.  ELIGIBLE SOLDIERS 
ARE THOSE WHO ARE PART OF A COUPLE WHO DESIRE TO GET MARRIED AND 
ARE ASSIGNED TO A DUTY STATION LOCATED MORE THAN 100 MILES FROM A 
U.S. STATE, THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, OR OTHER JURISDICTION THAT 
ALLOWS THE COUPLE TO MARRY.  THE AUTHORIZED ADMINISTRATIVE 
ABSENCE MAY BE UP TO 7 DAYS FOR THOSE STATIONED IN THE 
CONTINENTAL U.S. (CONUS) AND UP TO 10 DAYS FOR THOSE STATIONED 
OUTSIDE CONUS (OCONUS).  THE DURATION OF THE AUTHORIZED 
ADMINISTRATIVE ABSENCE WILL BE BASED ON THE TRAVEL TIME TO THE 
NEAREST STATE OR JURISDICTION THAT ALLOWS THE MARRIAGE, AND THE 
POSSIBLE WAITING PERIOD REQUIRED BY THE LAW IN THAT JURISDICTION 
BEFORE A MARRIAGE LICENSE MAY BE ISSUED OR BEFORE THE MARRIAGE 
MAY BE PERFORMED.  THE COMMANDER OR DESIGNEE SHOULD APPROVE 
THE MINIMUM NUMBER OF NON-CHARGEABLE DAYS REQUIRED TO OBTAIN 
THE MARRIAGE CERTIFICATE. 
 
5.A.1. THIS ADMINISTRATIVE ABSENCE MAY BE COMBINED WITH CHARGEABLE 
LEAVE FOR THE CONVIENENCE OF THE SOLDIER. 
 
5.A.2. THE SOLDIER REQUESTING THE ADMINISTRATIVE ABSENCE IS 
RESPONSIBLE FOR PROVIDING THE COMMANDER OR DESIGNEE WITH ALL 
SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION  NECESSARY FOR DETERMINING THE 
APPROPRIATE NUMBER OF ADMINISTRATIVE ABSENCE DAYS FOR 
TRAVEL/MARRIAGE.  AT A MINIMUM, THIS DOCUMENTATION MUST INCLUDE 



CONFIRMATION THAT THE DESIRED JURISDICTION ALLOWS THE MARRIAGE, 
AS WELL AS DETAILS REGARDING POSSIBLE WAITING PERIODS. 
 
5.A.3. UPON RETURN FROM THE AUTHORIZED ABSENCE, THE SOLDIER MUST 
PROVIDE HIS/HER COMMAND A COPY OF THE MARRIAGE CERTIFICATE.  IF THE 
SOLDIER FAILS TO PROVIDE THIS CERTIFICATE, THE COMMANDER OR 
DESGINEE WILL NORMALLY DIRECT THAT THE ABSENCE BE CONVERTED TO 
CHARGEABLE LEAVE.  COMMANDERS RETAIN DISCRETION NOT TO CHARGE A 
SOLDIER LEAVE WHERE THE CIRCUMSTANCES INDICATE A VALID ATTEMPT TO 
GET MARRIED THAT WAS UNSUCCESSFUL. 
 
5.B. COMMANDERS OR DESIGNEES SHOULD CONSIDER THE OPERATIONAL 
MILITARY REQUIREMENTS OF THE UNIT AND THE REQUESTING SOLDIER'S 
RESPONSIBILITIES TO THOSE REQUIREMENTS WHEN CHOOSING WHETHER TO 
GRANT AN ADMINISTRATIVE ABSENCE TO OBTAIN A LEGAL MARRIAGE. 
 
5.C. THE FOLLOWING STATEMENT MUST BE INCLUDED IN BLOCK 17 
(REMARKS) ON THE DA FORM 31 (REQUEST AND AUTHORITY FOR LEAVE) FOR 
SOLDIERS REQUESTING ADMINISTRATIVE ABSENCE TO OBTAIN A LEGAL 
MARRIAGE.  &quot;I AM REQUESTING ADMINISTRATIVE ABSENCE TO TRAVEL 
TO A STATE OR JURISDICTION WHERE MARRIAGE IS LEGAL IN ORDER TO GET 
MARRIED.   I UNDERSTAND THAT THE ADMINISTRATIVE ABSENCE TO OBTAIN A 
LEGAL MARRIAGE IS AUTHORIZED ONLY ONCE DURING MY MILITARY CAREER.  
FAILURE TO PROVIDE PROOF OF MARRIAGE OR A VALID ATTEMPT TO OBTAIN 
THE MARRIAGE WITHIN 5 DAYS UPON MY RETURN MAY RESULT IN THE ENTIRE 
PERIOD BEING CHARGED AS ANNUAL LEAVE. ____________ (SOLDIER'S 
INITIALS)&quot;. 
 
5.D. SOLDIERS WHO WERE REQUIRED TO TRAVEL MORE THAN 100 MILES 
FROM THE CURRENT DUTY LOCATION IN ORDER TO HAVE A LEGAL MARRIAGE 
PERFORMED AND WERE CHARGED ANNUAL LEAVE ON OR AFTER 13 AUG 13, 
MAY REQUEST RESTORATION OF UP TO 7 DAYS OF ANNUAL LEAVE (FOR 
SOLDIERS ASSIGNED IN CONUS) AND UP TO 10 DAYS (FOR SOLDIERS 
ASSIGNED OCONUS).  THE SOLDIER MUST PROVIDE A LEAVE AND EARNINIGS 
STATEMENT DOCUMENTING ORDINARY LEAVE CHARGED AND PROOF OF 
MARRIAGE TO THE SUPPORTING S1.  THE S1 WILL SUBMIT A TRANSMITTAL 
THROUGH THE SUPPORTING FINANCE OFFICE REQUESTING ADJUSTMENT OF 
LEAVE RECORDS. 
 



5.E. ALL DA FORMS 31 GENERATED AS A RESULT OF ADMINISTRATIVE 
ABSENCE TO OBTAIN A LEGAL MARRIAGE, AND THE RESULTING MARRIAGE 
CERTIFICATE, WILL BE WEB UPLOADED TO IPERMS FOR FILING IN THE ARMY 
MILITARY HUMAN RESOURCE RECORD. 
 
6. ID CARDS: SAME-SEX SPOUSES ARE ELIGIBLE TO RECEIVE ID CARDS. 
ADDING A SAME-SEX SPOUSE TO THE DEFENSE ELIGIBILITY ENROLLMENT 
SYSTEM (DEERS) WILL FOLLOW THE SAME PROCEDURES AS ADDING AN 
OPPOSITE-SEX SPOUSE. 
 
6.A. THE MARRIAGE CERTIFICATE IS THE REQUIRED DOCUMENT THAT MUST 
BE PRESENTED FOR PROOF OF ELIGIBILITY FOR DEERS BENEFITS AND 
ENTITLEMENTS.  MARRIAGE CERTIFICATES FROM A COUNTY WITHIN A STATE 
THAT DOES NOT EXPRESSLY PROHIBIT SAME-SEX MARRIAGES WILL BE 
PROCESSED AS A VALID DOCUMENT.  DEERS VERIFYING OFFICIALS SHOULD 
CONSULT WITH THEIR SERVICING LEGAL OFFICE, AS WELL AS THE DCS, G-1, 
TO ENSURE THAT ENROLLMENT ACTIONS ARE LEGALLY ACCURATE AND 
CONSISTENT ACROSS THE ARMY. 
 
6.B. FOR SAME-SEX COUPLES MARRIED BEFORE OR ON 26 JUN 13, THE 
EFFECTIVE DATE OF SPOUSAL BENEFITS AND ENTITLEMENTS IS 26 JUN 13. 
 
6.C. FOR SAME-SEX COUPLES MARRIED AFTER 26 JUN 13, THE EFFECTIVE 
DATE OF SPOUSAL BENEFITS AND ENTITLEMENTS IS THE DATE OF MARRIAGE. 
 
7. OCONUS ASSIGNMENT CONSIDERATIONS FOR SOLDIERS (ACTIVE AND 
RESERVE COMPONENT) IN SAME-SEX MARRIAGES: 
 
7.A. THE ARMY ASSIGNS SOLDIERS BASED UPON THE NEEDS OF THE ARMY, 
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT, AND SPECIFIC CRITERIA ESTABLISHED BY 
SENIOR LEADERS. 
 
7.B. STATUS OF FORCES AGREEMENTS (SOFA) AND COMMAND SPONSORSHIP.  
IN MOST CASES, SAME SEX SPOUSES ARE REQUIRED TO OBTAIN SOFA 
STATUS IOT MAINTAIN A LEGAL STATUS IN THE HOST NATION DURING THE 
SPONSOR'S TOUR. SOME HOST NATION LAWS MAY DICTATE A SOFA THAT 
DOES NOT RECOGNIZE A SAME-SEX SPOUSE AS AN AUTHORIZED 
DEPENDENT.  COMMAND SPONSORSHIP THAT VIOLATES AN APPLICABLE 
SOFA WILL NOT BE APPROVED. 
 



7.C. SAME-SEX SOLDIERS SERVING OVERSEAS.  IF A SOLDIER IS 
CONTEMPLATING A SAME-SEX MARRIAGE, HE/SHE SHOULD CONTACT HIS/HER 
INSTALLATION LEGAL OFFICE OR MILITARY PERSONNEL DIVISION FOR 
INFORMATION REGARDING HOW THE HOST NATION LAWS AND APPLICABLE 
SOFA COULD IMPACT THE COMMAND SPONSORSHIP OF THEIR PROSPECTIVE 
SPOUSE. 
 
7.D. THE RESPECTIVE ARMY SERVICE COMPONENT COMMAND WILL: 
 
7.D.1. REVIEW APPLICABLE HOST NATION LAWS AND  AGREEMENTS IN 
COORDINATION WITH THEIR RESPECTIVE LEGAL OFFICES AND DEPARTMENT 
OF STATE REPRESENTATIVES TO DETERMINE IF IT IS APPROPRIATE TO 
APPROVE COMMAND SPONSORSHIP TO SOLDIERS IN A SAME-SEX MARRIAGE. 
 
7.D.2. UPDATE RESPECTIVE &quot;NEWCOMER&quot; INFORMATION ON 
WEBSITES TO EXPLAIN HOST NATION LAWS AND CUSTOMS WITH REGARD TO 
SAME-SEX RELATIONSHIPS AND BEHAVIOR. 
 
7.E. THE SERVICING MILITARY PERSONNEL OFFICE WILL PROVIDE 
INFORMATION TO SAME-SEX SPOUSES WHO ARE ON ASSIGNMENT 
INSTRUCTIONS TO AN OVERSEAS LOCATION ON HOST NATION CUSTOMS 
WITH REGARD TO SAME-SEX RELATIONSHIPS AND BEHAVIOR. 
 
7.F. IAW AR 614-30, PARAGRAPH 4-3, A SOLDIER WHO ELECTS TO SERVE AN 
ACCOMPANIED TOUR, BUT WHOSE FAMILY MEMBERS DO NOT TRAVEL 
OVERSEAS AT GOVERNMENT EXPENSE OR BECOME COMMAND SPONSORED, 
MAY REQUEST THAT THE OVERSEAS COMMAND CONVERT THE ACCOMPANIED 
TOUR TO AN UNACCOMPANIED TOUR. THE REQUEST MUST BE MADE WITHIN 
12 MONTHS OF THE SOLDIER'S ARRIVAL IN A LONG TOUR AREA, OR WITHIN SIX 
MONTHS OF ARRIVAL IN A SHORT TOUR AREA.  FOR REQUESTS SUBMITTED 
AND APPROVED AFTER THE TIME-LIMIT RESTRICTIONS, TOURS WILL BE 
PRORATED ACCORDING TO AR 614-30, TABLE 4-2, RULE 3. 
 
7.G. THE SOLDIER MAY FOLLOW APPLICABLE POLICIES IN AR 614-100, AR 
614-200 AND AR 614-30 TO REQUEST A DELETION OR A COMPASSIONATE 
REASSIGNMENT IF CIRCUMSTANCES WARRANT. 
 
7.H. MARRIED ARMY COUPLES PROGRAM:  IN ORDER TO ACCOUNT FOR 
POSSIBLE COUNTRY RESTRICTIONS REGARDING SAME-SEX RELATIONSHIPS, 
HRC ASSIGNMENT MANAGERS WILL CONSULT THE HRC JUDGE ADVOCATE 



OFFICE WHEN ASSIGNING BOTH MEMBERS OF A SAME-SEX MARRIED ARMY 
COUPLE TO THE SAME OVERSEAS LOCATION. 
 
8. CHIEF, ARMY RESERVE AND DIRECTOR ARMY NATIONAL GUARD MAY ISSUE 
ADDITIONAL CLARIFYING GUIDANCE AS NECESSARY.  ALL GUIDANCE MUST BE 
COORDINATED WITH ARMY G-1, PLANS AND RESOURCES. 
 
9. CONSULT REFERENCE F. FOR CLARIFYING GUIDANCE ON EXTENDING 
HOUSING BENEFITS TO SAME-SEX SPOUSES. 
 
10. POINTS OF CONTACT FOR THIS MESSAGE: 
 
10.A. HQDA G-1, COMPENSATION AND ENTITLEMENTS, DALTON ALLEYNE, 
703-692-7954, DSN 222-7954 (DALTON.R.ALLEYNE.CIV@MAIL.MIL). 
 
10.B. HQDA G-1, DISTRIBUTION AND READINESS 703-695-7961/7924, DSN 
225-7961/7924. 
 
10.C. HRC OFFICER PERSONNEL MANAGEMENT DIRECTORATE: OFFICER PCS 
POLICY SECTION, COMMERCIAL (502) 613-6829, DSN 983-6929 
(USARMY.KNOX.HRC.MBX.OPMD-OPD-PCS-POLICY@MAIL.MIL). 
 
10.D. HRC ENLISTED PERSONNEL MANAGEMENT DIRECTORATE:  ENLISTED 
PROCEDURES AND SOLDIER ACTIONS BRANCH, COMMERCIAL (502) 613-5058, 
DSN 983-5852 (USARMY.KNOX.HRC.MBX.EPMD-PSA-BRANCH@MAIL.MIL). 
 
10.E. ACSIM, MS.  SUZANNE HARRISON, 571-256-1324, DSN 260-1324, 
(SUZANNE.M.HARRISON8.CIV@MAIL.MIL). 
 
EXPIRATION DATE OF THIS ALARACT 16 NOVEMBER 2015. 
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