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1.   Purpose. Inform the TCM-ABCT of current logistic and maintenance reporting efforts the Army is aggressively pursuing. 

2.   Facts.
     a.   To improve the flow of platform sustainment information, the most used logistic and maintenance acronyms with definitions are listed below:
· Common Logistics Operating Environment (CLOE) - Enablers which provide essential capabilities for implementing net-centric logistics.
· Visibility of Integrated Tactical Logistics (VITaL) - The VITaL project is part of the CLOE program with a focus on a sub-set of higher level capabilities.
· Condition Based Maintenance+ (CBM+) – Platforms equipped with CMB+ capabilities will no longer have time predicted services.
· Vehicle Health Management System (VHMS) - Maximize combat mission readiness through proactive platform health management.
· VHMS, Embedded Training & Management Power (VEM) – Upgrade platform LRUs (line replaceable units) due to obsolescence or for self-diagnostics or both; embedded training for operator and maintainer along with platform power management.
·  Tactical FuelsManager® Defense (TFMD) - An automated fuel inventory management software solution that improves fuel asset visibility.  Army approved.
·  Global Combat Support System – Army (GCSS-A) - GCSS-A replaces majority of the Army’s current logistical, personnel and property computer and software systems.  Windows based.
· Interactive Electronic Technical Manuals (IETM) – replaces paper technical manuals.  Operators at this time will retain paper -10s until operator IETMs are perfected. 
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b.   All the above programs are collectively connected.  The fact is these programs have been worked by various IPTs/working groups for years and are about to become a reality.  

	(1)   CLOE enablers support transformation by increasing combat platform readiness, improving the efficiency effectiveness of support operations, and giving commanders accurate information about the operational status of their forces.  CLOE enablers are: Fuel Status, Platform Ammo Inventory, Platform Health, Crew Health, embedded/automated IETM and replaces all paper maintenance records and forms.

	(2)   VITaL uses the elements of CLOE for bulk fuel, bulk ammunition and platform combat power reporting at the tactical to various DA agencies and possibly to DOD in the future.  TFMD is the software solution for bulk fuel reporting.  Most bulk fuel sites in Afghanistan are using TFMD.  

	(3)   Bulk ammunition (ammo) and platform combat power reporting is still being worked.  There are security concerns on how platform/bulk ammo will be reported.   The new IETMs will include an ammo chapter which will interface to monitor and request required ammo.  Ammo requests will not use GCSS-A however will retain current replenishment system, i.e.: Total Ammunition Management Information System (TAMIS). How TAMIS will interface with GCSS-A is a current working venture.
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	(4)   CBM+ is the application and integration of appropriate processes, technologies, and knowledge-based capabilities to improve the reliability and maintenance effectiveness of DOD systems and components.  At its core, CBM+ is maintenance performed on evidence of need provided by reliability centered maintenance (RCM) analysis and other enabling processes and technologies.  CBM+ uses a systems engineering approach to collect data, enable analysis, and support the decision-making processes for system acquisition, sustainment, and operations.  

	(5)   VHMS provides ground combat systems with an integrated, self-reporting, self-validating system.  The VHMS will generate, digitize, store, retrieve, and use logistics data for the purpose of improving sustainment support.  The VHMS capabilities are focused on information pertaining to fault identification and resolution (including identification of repair parts and components), monitoring of on-hand fuel and ammunition levels, and total platform configuration checks. The implementation of VHMS is expected to span multiple platform physical subsystems including weapon system, Command and Control (C2) system and government furnished equipment. 

	(6)   GCSS-A will provide logistics planners and commanders at all levels access to complete, up-to-date and reliable logistics information for battle preparation and sustainment. The system will unite its functional capabilities to existing Army in-transit visibility (ITV) databases, and ongoing Automatic Identification Technology (AIT) and Radio Frequency Identification (RFID) initiatives. The result will be a more mature and reliable view of in-transit shipment status. For the first time, users will have real-time visibility into order and transit status, and expected delivery date and location of outstanding shipments.
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