EXTERIOR INDICATORS VICTIM OPERATED IEDs: VOIEDsS
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ABOUT THIS GUIDE

PROBABILITY OF HME
PRODUCTION ACTIVITY
INCREASES WHEN ONE OR MORE

COMPONENTS AND/OR
INDICATORS ARE FOUND AT THE
SAME LOCATION.

: FERTILIZER BAGS

UREA: Widely distributed by MGOs
for use by farmers. When mixed
with nitric or subfurlc acid, can be
made into HME/BE with significant
time and effort.

Understanding the numbers
an the bag:

fimount of potassium:d
fimount of phosphorus: 0
fimount of nitrogen; 46%

MEB-A Guidange

= Stockpiling urea and Diammonium Phosphate (DAP) ks not uncommon
for farmers for planting seasons. Note: DAP is not an HME precursor.

= A quantity of 300kq (6 bags) of any fertilizer for a single farmer should
be examined further to see if other
HME precursor chemicals/materials
are present,

Note: Bags are Bags
often reused, hidden
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FERTILIZERS LIMITED

J
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Many AN fertilizer bags Fatima fertilizer is often packaged
have green labels and are in lime-green bags with blue fogos
produced in Pakistan. such as those shown here.

A Fatima

Ferillizar Company Limited
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RECOGNIZE, UNDERSTAND AND INTERRUPT IEDs

Recognizing the components of IED and HME production is critically important fo your safety—as well as those arownd you.
Be aware of the bomb-making process as you survey a scene, Here's what to look for;

1] Identify precursor chemicals and related materials
used 10 make home-made explosives and commanky
wsed fertilizers found in bags i excessive quantities,

Precursors and explosives

2! Identify quantities of other components for making HME
« Beadily-available chemicals
« Fuels
« Fillers
« Etplasives taken from military ardnance,

" R , Explosives
= rache

Intercede the production of HME:

Note strong ammonia, chemical smells or
yellow-siained Angers on people, or
yellow stained bags, Precursor chemicals,
fueds and hilers are combined by qrinding,
pulverizing, mixing and spreading the mix out
{0 dry on drying room floors or ouiside on farps.

The dried explosives are then packaged in many types
of common containers.

Nitric acid

-;Il' Lok for quantities of any bomb-making components:
« Plastic containers and bags of various type

« Piles of strips of wood,
« Multiple plastic bortles
Components iy *Wie : ; )
Lo = Electrenic gear in quantity
|51 Check for weapons and bomb caches: o ; é*r ’ §
= Search under carpets 2 :)"ﬂ’ o
« Below floors - |
e I walls Toals and equipment
« Burled outside shown in the
“Interfor Indfeators”
secHion on the
appasite side.

PRECURSORS, FERTILIZERS, FILLERS AND FUELS
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Liquid
— _ Size s
\, approximate g
S ”w
L gz
Ammaonium nitrate is a strong oxidizer that can be detonated witha
booster. It is usually mixed with a liquid fuel, powdered sugar, or
Commercial (adustrial Matches Flreworks aluminum powder to increase its explosive power,
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PRECURSOR CHEMICAL
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Conioins 46%

nitrogen

Size is
approximate

Common|y

found in black
Urea fertilizer is legal for farm 20-liver jugs.
use in Afghanistan and is not the
same material as urea nitrate -
an explosive. Urea fertilizer can,
howewer, be a precusor for
making urea nitrate. (See the
nitric acld panel)

Nitric acid can be mixed with urea fertilizer to make the explosive: urea
nitrate. Look for multiple jugs of nitric acid and for yellow-green, or
browenish stains on the skin, especially the hands,

FERTILIZER

(alcum Ammaoniwm Nitrate (CAN)

{ontaing 26-27%
Aitragen

Commonly found
in white and/ar
brown bags,

approximate

Calclum ammonium nitrate is also a strong oxidizer that tan be detonated
with a boaster, It is “cooked” in boiling water to separate the calcium from
the ammonium nitrate which creates a strong ammeonia odor.

i

Commanly found
(n white bags

andfor metal
drums.

Size is
approximate

Patassium chlorate mbed with sugar is the second-maost comman
HME used in Afghanistan. Potassium chlorate Is often crushed inte
a powder to Increase (13 surface area,

‘ﬁs Look far evidence of smuggling (components, |EDs , weapons):
= Trugksvehicles that appear unisual
« Wehicles saging from heavy welght

Check for faie
Basrtam i
fruck bed

- Wehicles transporting exess quantities of bags of
ammanium nitrate, currently banned in Afghanistan

Painted gratii
fndfeaiing
warning or
placement of
ary fELF

71 Be aware of the indicators of emplacement and
concealment of [EDs:

Bomb « Disturbed earth on smaooth roads
placement + Abandoned vehicles

« Stray profruding wires

= Choke points on roacds

- Locals using videa cameras
or binaculars for surveillance
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FUELS AND FILLERS _ HME FIELD TESTING
Aluminum Powder (AL}
i i CAUTION
o L : = Only qualified and trained individuals should handie HME or precursers.
* Sugar s Treat Unknown Bulk Explosive (UBE) as HME until the explosive has

Commuonty found
in white, brawn, o

gray bags, jugs
and/or metal drums.

Aluminum powider mixed
with ammeonium nitrate is
the predominant HME
found in Afghanistan.

been positively identified.

« Explosive samples should be placed inside a certified laboratory
static-free container or bag only,

« Do ot add any substance to suspected HME or HME precursars unless you
can positively identify item/compound. If mixed with other chemicals,
HME can spontaneously detonate,

IDEX Series Identifier Kits

= Il i ual test kits use sampler tips to detect explosives made from nitra-aromatics,
ammonium-based precursors, urea nitrate, dhlorates, perchlorates, nitrates,
phosphates, and acetic anhydride.

Elite™ EL100 Disposable Explasives Detection Card
- Features sensitivity to all nitrogen-bazed explosives, including TNT, tetryl, RDX,
ANFO, black powder, as well as bromate mixtures.

Elite™ EL240 Disposable Explosives Detection Pen
« Detects peraiide-hased explosives such a5 TATR, HMTD, MEKP and concentrated
hydrogen perdde solutions. Detects and differentiates chlorate and bromate mixtines.

Expray Explosive Detection Kit

- Aerosal-based colorimetric field test kit for the detection and identification of Group A
explosives (TNT, TNB, etc.), Group B explnsives (Semtex H, RDX, €4, etc.) and
compaumds containing inorganic nitrates used in improvised explosives [AMFO),

SAFE-T Explosive Wipes, Spray, Films, Pens and Kits
= Lsed to detect harmful toxins, chemical agents, poisons, pesticides and explosives.
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COUNTER-IED
VISUAL AWARENESS
GUIDE

Visual Recognition of IED and HME Indicators

Attack the Netwaork | Diefeat the Device | Train the Force

WARNINGS

IEDs CAN BE VERY SENSITIVE
AND UNPREDICTABLE AND CAN BE AS
STRONG AS MILITARY EXPLOSIVES.

' HAZARDS b

All HMEs are patentially hazardous to eyes, skin, lungs,

00 NOT amsenpttorendersafe
D0 NOT attempt to disrupt [ED
DO HOT open any containers
D0 HOT dispose of [ED




